THEO 206
Lesson 5
Varieties of Syncretism

Common Traits of Gnosticism
	The World
	· The physical world itself is inherently evil, in opposition to the world of the spirit (which is good)

	The Divine Realm
	· The good God generated other divine offspring
· These offspring, in pairs, reproduced
· An accident occurred when one divine being (, a feminine deity) separated from the rest and spontaneously generated another being
· The latter, born outside the divine realm, was evil
· This latter being created the evil world


[image: ]Esoteric religious movement that flourished during the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD and presented a major challenge to Christianity. 
	

	The circular, harmonic cross was an emblem used most notably by the Cathars, a medieval group that was associated with Gnosticism (Source: Wikipedia)





For Humanity
· Sophia was captured and imprisoned in the material world in the bodies of humans
· Many humans (though not all) have this spark of divinity in them

For Salvation
· The divine spark within humans can escape only by learning through knowledge (Gk. Gnosis) where it came from and how it can return

For the Church
· Gnostics admit that Christians who have faith in Christ and do good can experience some salvation, but the real afterlife is only available to the Gnostics
· Gnostics come to the full knowledge of the secrets of salvation


The Divine Redeemer for Christian Gnostics
· The salvific knowledge comes from outside the world
· It is brought by a divine redeemer
· Christ is the one who brings this knowledge from above
· Some Gnostics (docetists, Gk. Dokeo – to seem, to appear) thought that Christ came to earth seemingly as a human
· He did not suffer because he was not flesh and blood
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Other Gnostics, believed that the divine Christ entered the body of a man named Jesus when he was baptized
· Christ then left Jesus prior to his death (hence Jesus’ cry on the cross reported by Mt 27:46 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”)


Proto-Orthodox Christianity
"Proto-orthodox" refers to those commonly known as the early “church fathers” (for example, Justin Martyr and Irenaeus of Lyon), who ended up defining what exactly should be “orthodox” (or correct) belief.

· Orthodox Christianity - non-dualistic, salvation through faith, non-elitistic, yet open to all.
· Irenaeus of Lyons, 2nd-century author of, Against all the Heresies.





Against the Gnostics, Irenaeus emphasizes: 
· Apostolic succession (the fact that the bishops of proto-orthodox Christianity can trace their appointments back to the apostles)
· Rule of faith (proto-orthodox Christians hold certain basic beliefs that differ from Gnostic beliefs) 
· Unity of belief (all proto-orthodox Christians hold the same beliefs, unlike the Gnostics, who hold a multitude of competing beliefs)


Criteria for Scriptural Canonicity
	Ancient 
	a sacred authority had to date back to near the time of Jesus

	Apostolic
	an authoritative book had to be written by an apostle or at least by a companion of the apostles

	Catholic (i.e., universal)
	books had to have widespread acceptance among established churches (e.g., the Gospel of Peter in the Muratorian canon) 

	Orthodox
	the most important criterion – the views set forth in a book had to conform with the views in already accepted books (e.g. docetic Christology is unacceptable)

	Inspiration
	books accepted as canonical ended up being regarded as inspired by God 
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