Compiled Notes for Exam 

The Concept of Socialization
· Socialization refers to the ways in which individuals attempt to align their own thoughts, feelings, and behaviours to fit into society groups- the process in which individuals incorporate society into their senses of self 

Nature vs. Nurture debate 
· To interact with others, we must learn the social rules, the norms of a society/ culture which tells us behaviours are acceptable and which are unacceptable 

The Nature Argument
· Social Isolation and Feral Children 
· Children deprived of human contact have limited intellect capacities, have no or limited experience with love or human interaction, and do not grasp language 
· Can be socially isolated → locked up or in the wild 
· Sociologists believe that social reality is constructed by people every time they interact with others 

Agents of Socialization
· Family, friends, school, work, relationships, and mass media
· Outcomes of socialization 
· Gender role
· Moral development
· Orientation towards social class

Adult Socialization
· In adulthood, socialization is concerned with equipping the individual to function effectively in adult movies
· Role Acquisition
· The major roles we acquire as adults incluse: spouse, parent, work roles, grandparent and retiree
· Midlife (40 to 60) involves several role transitions:
· Marital (divorce, widowhood)
· Parental (children leave home)
· Caregiver (children and aging parent)
· Work (entry or exit)
· Anticipatory Socialization
· Activities that provide people with knowledge about, skills for, and values of a role they have not assumed
· Usually works best for future roles that are highly visible
· Eases role transition if future roles are presented accurately
· Entails goal setting, planning, and preparation for future roles
· Role Discontinuity
· When values and identities associated with a new role contradict those of earlier roles
· On entering a discontinuous role we must revise our expectations and aspirations 
The life course
· Scholars have begun to emphasize the life course in the study of the effects of life events and agents of socialization in our lives
· The life course is the process of personal change from infancy to late adulthood resulting from personal and societal events

Event → women’s movement 1972-78 → adolescence → for girls, increased opportunities in ed, athletics, less gender segregation
Event → recession 1980-82 → young adulthood → prolonged education, delayed marriage, blue-collar, minority unemployment 
Event → economic expansion 1992-2000 → adulthood → increased employment, income, improved standard of living
Event → terrorist attacks 2001 → middle adulthood → increased awareness of family, reordered priorities. Anxiety about health, safety 
Event → war in Iraq → increased political awareness, unemployment, recession 

Post Childhood Life Stages 

Stage 1
· Major Challenge→ achieving independence 
· Conventional Labels→ youth, late adolescence 
· Age Range→ 16-23

Stage 2
· Major Challenge→ balancing familt and work commitments 
· Conventional labels→ youth adulthood
· Age Range→ 18-40

Stage 3
· Major Challenge→ performing adult roles
· Conventional labels→ adulthood, mturity, middle age
· Age Range→ 35-70
Stage 4
· Major Challenges→ coping with loss
· Conventional labels→ late maturity, old age 
· Age Range→ 70 +

Stage 1: Achieving independence 
· A transition from lives centered psychologically and economically on parents to lives in which we stand on our own
· This stage challenges us to disengage from parents and take responsibility for ourselves
· Major transitions associated with this stage
· Leaving the family home
· Finishing school
· Entering the workforce
· Developing a committed relationship
· Getting married
· Becoming financially independent 

Stage 2: Balancing family and work commitments
· The central challenge of this stage is to establish oneself as a stable worker, partner/ spouse and parent
· During this stage:
· Men tend to become increasingly caught up in their careers
· many women become increasingly committed to their families

Stage 3: Performing adult roles 
· In this stage, people try to meet high standards for performance in the adult roles to which they are committed
· Common sources of stress at this stage:
· The awareness that one is aging 
· Physical illness
· The death of parents or close friends 

Stage 4: Coping with loss
· Central challenge is to cope with a series of losses
· Loss of occupational role through retirement
· Loss of significant relationships through death
· Eventually loss of health, energy and independence 

Impacts of social events on the persson 

	Life stage when event is experienced 
	Focus of impact of event

	childhood
	Values and attitudes

	Adolescence, young adulthood
	Identities, opportunities

	adulthood
	Behaviour, opportunities

	Later adulthood
	New life choices, revised identity



Understanding the Self
· The self is the individual viewed as both the source and object of reflexive behaviour
· The self is active (initiates reflexive behaviour) and passive (object toward whom reflexive behaviour is directed)
· The active aspect of the self is the I, and the object of self-action is me

Nature and genesis of self
· The self is the source of action when we plan, observe and control our own behaviour
· The self is the object of action when we think about who we are

Mead: Action and Internal Dialogue 
· Mead portrays action as guided by an internal dialogue
· People engage in conversations in their minds as they regulate their behaviour
· They use words and images to symbolize their ideas about themselves, other, their actions, and others’ responses to them
· There are three capacities human beings must acquire in order to engage in action:
· Ability to differentiate themselves from other persons
· See themselves and their own actions as if through others’ eyes
· Use a symbol system or language for inner thought

Generalized Other
· A conception of attitudes and expectations held in common by the members of the groups
· When we imagine what the group expects of us, we are taking the role of the generalized other
· We are also concerned with the generalized other when we wonder what people would say or what society’s standards demand

Cooley: Looking-Glass Self
· The most important looking glasses for children are their parents and family and, later, their playmates
· These are a child’s significant others- those whose reflected views have greatest influence on the child’s self concepts → parents, close friends 

Play and the Game
· Mead identified two stages of social experience leading to the emergence of the self in children
· In the play stage, children imitate activities of people around them
· In the game stage, children enter organized activities such as games of house, school and team sports

Role taking
· The process of imaginatively occupying the position of another person and viewing the self and the situation from their perspective
· Through role taking, a child learns to respond reflexively
· One of the earliest signs of role-taking is the correct use of the pronouns you and I 

Dramaturgical sociology
· From an interactionist perspective, individuals have the ability to choose how to act, above and beyond their inclinations
· The study of how we present ourselves, playing roles and managing impressions during interactions with other people is called dramaturgical sociology (drama as in theatre)
· Dramaturgical sociology is most closely associated with Erving Goffman (1922-1982)

Goffman and impression management 
· Erving goffman believed that we use info from others’ presentations to help establish expectations of our behaviour and that of the people around us
· Impression management refers to the ways individuals seek to control the impressions they convey to together people, however, there are impressions given and impressions given off- the impression you believe that you are giving and the impression the other person has of you

Motivations behind impression management
· Goffman argued that we are driven to maintain positive impressions, probably because outcomes of interactions serve as a source of self-esteem
· Supporting others’ impressions is important because we may need support in our own impression management efforts after in the interaction 
Regions of Impression Formation 
· There are two regions of impression formation that affect how we interact with people: The front stage, the place where we present ourselves to others, and the backstage, the region where we relax our impression management efforts and we may practice our performances
· People regularly move in and out of these regions 

Race and Ethnicity 
· A race is a category composed of people who share biologically transmitted traits that members of a society deem socially significant. Race is a significant concept chiefly because most people consider it to be such
· Ethnicity is a shared cultural heritage. Races may also be analyzed as ethnic categories in many cases
· A racial or ethnic minority is a category of people distinguished by physical or cultural traits, who are socially disadvantaged 

Discrimination and Racism
· Discrimination refers to a negative action toward members of a specific social group
· Institutional discrimination occurs when a person acts on discriminatory guidelines of an institution (such as an employer)
· Racism refers to the belief that one racial category is innately superior or inferior to another
· Institutional prejudice and discrimination refers to bias in attitude or action inherent in the operation of a society’s institutions

Prejudice
· Prejudice → negative assessment about what a person or group is like before you actually meet them
· Ecological fallacy → drawing conclusions about individual attributes from data gathered from an entire group
· Exception fallace → drawing conclusions about an entire group based on observations of individuals 
· Stereotype → sweeping generalizations about a category of people that are applied to all members of that category  

Historical Manifestations of Prejudice and Discrimination
· “Old fashioned racism” comprises blatantly negative racial stereotypes and open opposition to racial equality
· “Modern racism” involves the expression of ‘hidden’ racial prejudice only under conditions in which accusations of racism may be avoided
· When it is safe, socially acceptable or easy to rationalize 
· Has become much more blurry → ppl more likely to say things
· Racism out in the open → underground 

Theorizing Prejudice and Discrimination
· Psychological Theories
· Scapegoat theory (dallard et al., 1939)
· Prejudice and discrimination originate in the frustrations of people who want to blame someone else for their problems → prime example = jews in nazi germany 
· Authoritarian Personality Theory (Adorno, 1950)
· Extreme prejudice is a personality trait linked to people who believe strongly in following cultural norms, traditions and values
· Linked to having demanding parents who failed to provide adequate emotional support 
· Socio-Cultural Theories
· Culture theory
· Some prejudice is healthy and part of all cultures → prejudice can have a positive connotation and creates competition which has proven to be good
· Culture of prejudice (Bogardus, 1965; Kleg & Yamamato, 1993)
· Functionalist Theory
· Prejudice draws your own group closer together
· Discrimination prevents a society from maximizing the benefits of diversity and the abilities of all its citizens 
· Conflict Theory
· Prejudice and discrimination are logical outcomes competition
· Dual labour market theory → views the powerful economic elite, rather than the entire dominant group as benefiting from discrimination 
· Marxist exploitation theory → views the powerful economic elite, rather than the entire dominant group as benefiting from discrimination  
· Ruling class deliberately promotes prejudice and discrimination
· Critical race theory → investigates the intersection of race, class, ethnicity, gender and sexuality to explain  prejudice and discrimination 
· Symbolic INteractionism 
· Attitudes and perceptions are not innate, rather learned as a required component of culture or an expression of class conflict
· Stress the effects of living as a minority and how minorities develop strategies to protect their self-image
· Multicultural Feminist Theory
· Investigates race, class, and gender and gives voice to women of color who may feel alienated from traditional white feminism
· Domination and oppression are the outcome of an entire system of inequality that diminishes both women and men
· Post-Colonial Theory
· Examines the ways in which the colonial past has shaped the social, political and economic experience of a colonized country 

Categories of Minority Relations
· Genocide
· International extermination of all members of a minority group
· Expulsion or population transfer
· Force a minority to leave the country or confines them to a particular location
· Segregation and seperatism
· Formal physical or social sepeation of dominant and minority groups
· Assimilation
· Minority group sheds its differences and assumes the traits of dominant group
· Cultural pluralism or multiculturalism 
· Minority groups retain their cultural identities and the larger society promotes cultural, ethnic and racial diversity
· 1985 Canada’s Multiculturalism Act

Neo-colonialism
· By the 1960s most former colonies had gained political independence, however there was a continued dependence on western countries
· Has become known as the continuation of western colonialism by not only economic and political but also cultural 
· The dominance of western multinationals (McDonald’s homogeneity, plundering of resources, sweatshops, export of Western values and cultures, Americanisation?)
· Neo-liberal policies of the WTO, IMF (short term funding for projects around the world), and Worldbank (long term funding for projects around the world)

US Concept of Assimilation
· The policy newcomers should follow the path of Anglo conformity, but most groups do not reach full assimilation in the expected period of time
· Even today, descendents of the early immigrants hold on to their ethnic heritages and identities and pass from generation to generation 

Mexican Americans
· Originally never crossed an ocean, left their borders, or crossed into U.S. borders
· Originally came into the U.S. by conflict, conquest and coercion
· Never immigrated, so it’s arguable that assimilation is not even possible 
Aboriginal Peoples
· Account for 3.8% of the population → 15% in prisons
· Fastest growing segment of Canadian population
· Despite impressive strides, remain at higher risk for illness and die younger than the canadian population as a whole
· Inadequate housing and food and water
· 1 in 4 earn less than $10.00 per hour

Boundary Maintenance
· Boundary markers differentiate groups (customs, traits, language, political ideas)
· Who defines culture/ markers, for what purpose?
· The group's ‘culture’ and social organisation may change without removing/ changing the ethnic boundary markers
· These boundaries need not be territorial, but more likely social
· Cultural differences relating to ethnicity and are extremely relevant in social interaction
· People change ethnic identity, identity, individually or collective (intermarriage/ cultural adoption, economic/ production strategies, escape social stigma, etc)
· Boundaries also connect  

Living in the Hyphen
· Given the tremendous diversity in Canada, we are starting to see;
· “Fill in the blank here + hyphen + canadian”
· What happens when boundaries start to fail us?
· Die to hybrid ancestries cultural identities are overlapping 
· What becomes our frame of reference?
· Cultural identity in Canada’s multicultural environment is beginning to reach critical mass where people are suffering from a cultural identity crisis
· Can categories be defined or set out anymore?
· Paradox of being defined in canada as ‘other’ while at the same being defined as ‘other’ in the ancestral home 

Diaspora
· Rooted in the Jewish communities who live outside of their ancestral homeland
· Modern usage applies to any people who are “scattered/ displaced” and live outside there their land of their ancestry
· All people of Armenian descent living outside of what is and was traditionally called Armenia- can be considered and example- The ‘Armenian Diaspora’. 
· Difficult to measure and quantify 
· African diaspora 

The internet and diasporas 
· We are seeing reconfiguring of immigrant networks:
· What could be termed globalized diasporas
· Small communities anywhere, can experience diasporas on a daily basis via the internet and other technologies
· The experience of community of membership is no longer bounded by nation-states 
Sex and Gender
· Sex
· Biologically rooted; describes our physical bodies whereby distinguished between male and female and female 
· Characterized as diametrical opposites “opposite sex”
· Gender
· Socially constructed characteristics associated with girls and boys, men and women
· masculinity/ femininity 

Problematizing sex/ gender distinction 
· Intersexed individuals
· Born with ambiguous genitalia
· How do we decide who is male and who is female?
· Transgender and Transexual individuals
· Transgender has been used as an umbrella term for those who do not fit into normative constructions of sex and gender
· Transsexual used to encompass those who undergo sex reassignment (realignment) surgery 

Masculinity and Femininity 
· Culturally dominant forms of masculinity and femininity 
· Hegemonic masculinity (Connell, 1987)
· Ideal of masculinity that men are supposed to strive to achieve 
· Derives from Gamsci
· Requires men to be successful, capable, reliable
· Irrevocably tied to heterosexuality 
· Emphasized Femininity (Connell, 1987)
· Based on women’s compliance with their subordination to men 
· Requires women to be supportive, enthusiastic and sexually attractive
· Disney’s portrayal of masculinity and femininity 

Reproducing gender: families and education
· Families
· Gender expectations begin at birth
· Parents spend more time talking to girls while leaving boys alone; punish their sons more often than daughters 
· Gendered divisions of household labour
· Education 
· Hidden curriculum; girls learn that they are not as important as boys
· Teachers interact with boys more than girls in the classroom
· Praise girls for being congenial and neat while boys praised for intellectual quality 

Reproducing Gender: Media
· Television shows
· Eg. housewives of … Jersey Shore, The Hills, Housewives of Disney 
· All women are beautiful (not all men?), heterosexual and with few exceptions
· Reality television; glorifies competitive cutthroat behaviour
· Talk shows
· Television shows/ networks direct at helping individuals achieve beauty ideals
· Biggest loser
· Advertising  

Gendered Bodies
· How do we present our bodies, efforts to shape them and how we interpret others’ bodies are all accomplished socially
· Plastic surgery normalized?
· Top surgeries are liposuction, rhinoplasty and eyelifts
· Highest proportion women between 35 and 50

Gender and work
· Dramatic increase in the number of employed women since WWII
· Occupations segregated into men’s and women’s jobs
· Women hold more lower-paying jobs than men
· Greater proportion of part-time workers (increase of 100% between 1976 and 2000)
· Women represent 70% of part0time workers
· Women who work in male dominated industries are more likely to never marry or to remain childless than women in other occupations
· 2002 women working full-time earned an average of $36,000 while employed men working the same schedule earned $50,500
· By 2008 women working full-time earned on average 70.5% of what men earned 
· Gap is greater for university-educated women who earned only 68% of what men earn
· Unpaid labour 

Intersectionality 
· Gender, class and race all function as mechanisms for producing social inequality 
· Minority women must confront racism, ethnocentrism, classism and sexism becoming of the most disadvantaged groups
· Intersectional approach key to understanding the complex experiences of how relations of gender, race and social class work together to position some individuals as privileged and others disadvantaged 
· Acknowledging the complexity and messiness of reality 

Interpersonal Attraction

What is considered to be attractive?
· Physically attractive individuals have more opportunities for sexual relationships
· College students in one study were willing to lie about themselves to win dates with physically attractive partners
· Lack of extreme asymmetry
· Women with 
· Low waist-to-hip ratios
· Luscious, shiny hair
· Harge eyes and a small nose
· Men with
· Masculine features
· A large jaw and a medium sized nose
· Positive behaviours (smiling, helping) make individual appear more attractive 

Attractiveness Stereotype
· The belief that “what is beautiful is good”
· Research finds that we believe physically attractive people have more favourable personality traits and are more likely to be successful
· More than 700 studies found that attractiveness has a moderate influence on how sensitive, kind and interesting a person is
· It has less influence on judgments of intelligence and no influence on judgements of integrity 

Students in one series of studies were asked:
· What is the minimum percentile of intelligence you would accept in considering someone for a 
· A date → me- slightly average 
· A sexual partner → me- average 
· A one night stand- me- average
· A steady dating partner→ me- slightly above ‘slightly above’ average
· A marriage partner → above average 
· Men’s criteria are considerably lower for sexual partners and one night stands than women 

Exchange theory 
· People evaluate interaction and relationships in terms of the rewards and costs that each is likely to entail
· They calculate likely outcomes by subtracting anticipated costs from anticipated rewards
· If the expected outcome is positive, people are inclined to initiate or maintain the relationship
· If the expected outcome is negative, they are unlikely to initiate a new relationship or to stay in an ongoing relationship 
Gender Differences in Sexuality
· Men and women differ in their criteria for sexual partners but their criteria for long-term partners are very similar
· Compared to women, men perceive more sexuality in an interaction between a man and a woman
· This is true whether they are participants or observers
· However, men see interactions involving their sister as platonic

In one study, students were approached by another student of the opposite sex, who said:
	“I have been noticing you around campus. I find you very attractive”
		This was followed by one of the three invitations
· Would you go out tonight
· Would you come over to my apartment
· Would you go to bed with me 
· About ½ of both sexes said “yes: to the date 
· Men were even more likely to say yes to the sexual invitation
· Not a single woman said yes to the sexual invitation 

Cultural norms about sexuality
· Cultures vary in acceptance of premarital sex, extramarital sex, and appropriateness of sex without love
· Americans on average
· Begin kissing at around age 14 or 15
· Begin having intercourse around age 17
· Japanese begin kissing at around age 20 and have intercourse at age 22 or 23
Deviance: Breaking bad

Deviance
· deviance , a violation of a cultural/ societal norm. Hence to deviate from the norm
· Deviance can be viewed as absolute or as relative to the group being studied
· Societies divide deviance into more or less serious forms, representing mores and folkways 

Social COnstructionism
· If men define situations as real, they are real in their consequences (W.I. Thomas, 1928;572)
· Labelling Theory
· Frank Tannenbaum (1938) Crime and Community
· Dramatization of evil in regards to youth 
· Edwin Lemert (1951) Social Pathology
· Primary Deviation-rule breaking 
· Secondary Deviation-Agreement with societies reaction

Moral careers and deviant subcultures
· In his famous work, Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology Deviance, Howard Becker (1973) elaborated the process through which
· Primary deviance leads to secondary deviance
· The importance of deviant subcultures in maintaining the deviant self-image
· Outsiders refer to people labeled as deviants who accept the deviant label   

Becker’s Stages of Becoming an Outsider
· Becker (1973) described a three-stage process by which individuals become outsiders
· An individual commits a deviant act (primary deviance)
· The person begins to accept the deviant status (secondary deviance) 
· The deviant joins a deviant subculture
· Master status (is given by others not yourself)
· Basis of personal identity
· Self-fulfilling prophecy 

Stigma and deviance
· Deviance can take many forms
· Erving Goffman (1963) defined stigma as “an attribute that is deeply discrediting”
· Stigma can take three forms:
A physical deformity
· Being part of an undesirable social group
· A character flaw 


The Career of the mental patient
· Ervin Goffman (1961) studied the ways that mentally ill patients managed stigma in asylum
· He described mental institutions as total institutions, places where individuals are required to isolate themselves from the rest of society
· The goal of the asylum is to force the patient to adjust her senses of self
· Goffman found that individuals with stigma try to cover-up their deviance by passing ways that people try to make themselves look like “normal” people, and covering, ways of concealing their problems from people 

Ethnomethodology and Deviance
· Ethnomethodology emphasizes how individuals construct and defend their views of social reality
· The meaning of a given behaviour may be defined as deviant to one person but not to another person through the process of reflexivity 
· A product of this interaction process is the documentary interpretation of actions
· Harold Garfinkel- Breaching Experiments 

Durkheim’s Theory of Anomie
· Society of Saints
· Humans are egoistic
· Society needs social control to regulate their wants and behaviours
· Anomie
· A condition of normlessness
· Results from rapid social change, e.g. industrialization 
· Rapid change
· Creates anomie

Merton’s Typology of Adaptation to Anomie 

	Response
	Cultural Goals
	Legitimate Means

	Conformity
	Accept 
	Accept

	Innovation
	Accept
	Reject

	Ritualism
Eg. senior professors
	Reject
	Accept

	Retreatism
Eg. drug addicts
	Reject
	Reject

	Rebellion
Eg. Left-wing subculture
	Reject and Replace
	Reject and replace 



Hirshi’s Social Bond (1969)
· Interviewed “good kids” at school to see why they weren’t deviating 
· Come up with
· Attachment to community 
· Commitment “ “
· Involvement “ “
· Belief “ “

Differential Association
· Criminal attitudes and skills are learned 
· Through interaction 
· With significant others 
· Criminal learning includes skills and motives 
· Significant others give definitions that are favourable or unfavourable to law-breaking. Too many definitions favourable to breaking the law results in deviance 
· Associations vary in priority, frequency, duration and intensity. Criminal behaviour is learned just like non-criminal behaviour 
· Criminal behaviour results from general needs and values, ot special needs and values 
· Research shows that deviant friends are particularly important in illegal drug behaviours. Recently cultivated friendships are more important in deviant behaviours. 

Asch conformity paradigm 
· Peer pressure 

Globalization 

The Burger and Fries Go Global

Globalization
· A social, economic, and political process makes it easier for people, goods,  ideas and capital to travel around the world at an unprecedented pace. 
· Has given rise to time-space compression
· Diminished importance of geography and time lags
· Internet has facilitated the creation of virtual communities that allow people to communicate across borders without ever meeting face-to-face
· Despite the rapid pace of time-speed compression, access to the means of communication that facilitates globalization is unequal 
· Not all people and ideas have access to channels of globalization like the internet or even the telephone
· Inequality of access is known as digital divide
· While globalization is neither inherently good nor bad, it does create conditions that affect human lives and the environment 
· Ethical debates surrounding global capitalism have become more pronounced in recent years
· Social media has enabled activists to mobilize support in their protests
· Arab Spring, 2011; Occupy Wall Street Movement, 2011 
· Top-down globalization
· Involves the actions of groups promoting globalized capitalism and free trade
· Has been dominated by neoliberal economic policies
· Privatization of state resources; dismantling of welfare state; reduction in state regulation; faith in the power of the market; profit motive in creating wealth. 
· Is strongly associated with the United States due to its role in promoting neoliberal policies domestically and internationally 
· Globalization from below (bottom-up)
· Describes actions of groups that criticize injustices that result from globalization processes
· Not an absolute rejection of globalization (e.g., supports global labour standards)
· Advocate for more democracy, environmental protection and social justice in the global system (social justice warrior) 
· Rejects neoliberal forms of globalization 
· Should be understood as a broad framework that encompasses multiple perspectives, including:
· Moderate critiques of neoliberalism
· Radical anti-capitalist positions
· Various forms of anarchism
· Armed peasant uprisings
· Fair trade coffee projects 

Capitalists Go Global
· In a globalized economy, “financial capital” (money used for investment, currency trading, etc.) has grown much faster than production and trade 
· Rise of financial capital dubbed “casino capitalism” since speculators- like casino gamblers- can make or lose millions of dollars in short periods
· Facilitated since 1980s by financial deregulation 
· Tends to destabilize financial systems 
· Growth of casino capitalism is linked to declining profits and global corporations producing more than the world’s consumers can afford to purchase 

Are states relevant in a global world?
· Critics argue that the United states benefits the most in the global economy
· Is debate as to whether United States is a modern-day empire or a fading superpower
· High degree of political, economic, and military power allows the United States to:
· Make unilateral foreign policy decisions
· Adopt unorthodox economic policies
· Maintain a substantial military presence globally 
· Another feature of the global state system is a widening power gap between and within states
· Divisions of the world in the 1970s
· “First world”- wealthy capitalist countries
· “Second world” countries of communist bloc
· “Third world” all the other countries 
· This division is now inaccurate 
· Asymmetries among the world’s countries today have given rise to new terminological distinctions
· Division between “global north” and “global south” or between developed and developing countries 
· Division between “majority world” (generally poor and lacks basic social goods) and “minority world” (generally well-educated and has access to good jobs and public goods)
· Marginalized populations and regions that are not competitive in the global economy are sometimes referred to as the “fourth world”

Global Consumer
· Global commodity chain
· Worldwide network of labour and production processes, the end result being a finished commodity 
· Chains are not readily transparent 
· Consumption plays a critical role and drives growth in the global economy 
· 
· Due to saturation of North American and European markets, consumerism is being exported to the world’s middle and working classes 
· Culture (e.g., films, magazines, books, music) is treated as a commodity by globalized consumerism 
· Largest U.S. export consists of mass-produced products of popular culture
· United states has successfully used the WTO to prohibit states from using subsidies and quotas to protect their domestic cultural products 
· Growing movement to resist commodification of culture
· 2005 UNESCO convention on cultural diversity 
· Global spread of consumerism criticized as a form of cultural imperialism that exports the Western way of life throughout the world
· Often associated with liberal values around sexuality, feminism, and secularism
· Concern about U.S. cultural dominance and the resulting loss of global diversity 
· However, there is some cultural competition from Arab television news station al-Jazeera, and Indian movie industry, dubbed Bollywood
· To disrupt global commodity chains, bottom-up globalizers focus on developing consumer products that are:
· Environmentally sustainable
· Produced by relatively well-paid workers
· The fair-trade movement argues producers should be paid a fair price rather than a free market price
· The movement has paid special attention to coffee 
· Global consumerism is criticized as being based on an ecologically unsustainable Western high-consumption lifestyle 
· North america- 90kg of resources/ person/ day
· Europe 45 kg or resources/ person/ day
· Africa- 10kg of resources/ person/ day
· The promotion of sustainable consumption is challenging due to 
· The corporate push to expand global consumption 
· The desire of the consumer class to maximize individual consumption possibilities 
· World’s richest 20% → consume 76.6%
· World’s middle consumes 
Global Workers
· Concept of wage labour is new to a sizable segment of the world’s population 
· As use of wage labour spreads globally so does the segmentation of labour markets
· Women, people of colour, rural workers, and people from the developing world in general are overrepresented at the bottom of the wage hierarchy 
Mass Media and Technology 

Mass media through time
· Mass communication
· The transmission of messages by a person or group through a device to a large audience
· Mass media
· Any medium designed to communicate messages to a mass audience 
· Block printing to movable type
· Newspapers
· The telegraph
· The phonograph
· Moving pictures
· Radio 
· Television
· The internet 

Mass media today
· Satellite television and radio
· Cellphones
· Text messaging 
· Twitter 
· Blogs
· Wikis
· Podcasts
· Youtube 
· Social networking sites 
· Almost every single top 10 largest media companies in the world are american (except #7 → british) 

Harold Innis
· Every society needs to transcend what he called the problems of space and time
· Time biased media are media that have longevity but whose frm prevents their transmission over physical distance (cave art, hieroglyphics)
· Space biased media can convey messages readily over physical distance
· Our understanding is confined by our own culture’s bias toward specific forms of media  

Marshall Mcluhan
· Media influence the ways in which individuals, societies, and cultures perceive and understand their environments 
· Make visible what was invisible
· “The medium is the message”
· Each medium influences the mind; not just the message that is important, but also the manner in which it is conveyed 
· Look beyond simple message to the social influence of the medium itself 
· Hot media
· High definition, contain a great deal of information but usually involve only a single sensory organ 
· Cool media
· Low definition, involve less information and demand more participation from the audience 
· Eg. talking on the phone

Sociological approaches to mass media
· Functionalism
· Socialization function achieved by mass media 
· Values, beliefs, traditions transmitted from one generation to the next
· Surveillance function understood as the need for a society to have a mechanism in place that gathers infor for the population 
· Correlation function present difficult and complex issues in a way most people can understand 
· Entertainment function allows people to rest, relax and escape daily pressures (distracts from important events?)
· Conflict theory
· Mass media are vehicles used by the rich and powerful to control the masses and to reinforce their false consciousness
· Reflects the dominant class’ ideology (content/language)
· Promote corporate interests
· Propaganda model 
· Symbolic Interactionism
· Explore how media influence our perceptions of the social world
· E-audience: those who use electronic communication technologies 
· Feminist theory
· Highlights the use of images of women
· Gaye Tuchman- “symbolic annihilation of women”
· Critique media portrayals of women
· Issues surrounding pornography 
· Post-Structuralism
· Jean Baudrillard → postmodern societies focus on simulation and the creation and interplay of images and signs
· Simulation: media create what we see as real through reinforcement of certain images and signs
· Hyperreal: defining experience based on a perception of the world that has been simulated and constructed by the media 


Future of Mass Media
· Homogenization of culture 
· Cultural diversity will decline 
· Cultures less complex and more alike
· Internet addiction
· Heavy internet users can suffer withdrawal
·  when without access, leads to isolation, poor achievement, depression, fatigue 
· Internet pornography 
· Moral boundaries broaden 
· Increased mobility and access to information 
· Greater ability to move wherever they like and remain connected
· Online courses
· Potential to build online communities
· Wikis, blogs and podcasts, etc., potential to bring people together  
· Democratic potential
· Media technologies are enabling people to capture and post images to the internet that could challenge existing power structures and lead to progressive social change 
Deindividuation
· A process where existing social conditions lead to changes in how a person sees themselves. A shift from an individual to group mentality. This can have the effect of allowing deviant behavior to become more prevalent. 

COnvergence Theory
· Collective behavior is often results from the convergence of like minded people, predisposed to participating in some form of collective activity, at particular events
· At some rock concerts may be result of violence prone people being attracted to the event 

Emergent norm theory
· Assume people are basically conformists
· Assumes that crowds may serve as the foundation for the emergence of “deviant” norms
· Collective behaviour ma in some instances be a case of “good” people conforming to “deviant” norms that emerge within crowds 

Deprivation theory
· Collective behaviour may be a function of deprivation
· If masses/ crowds feel deprived they use these feelings as the foundation for collective action
· Feelings of deprivation have been linked to a number of collective actions, throughout history 

Mass society theory
· Applicable primarily to the occurrence of social movements in large individualized societies
· Movements may be a function of alienation and marginality felt by large segments of the population
· Movements form, and people join movements to escape marginality
