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Personal Reflection on the movie “The Vow”

In the movie “The Vow”, Leo and Paige are a happily married couple who had been together for five years.  The turning point in the movie is when a car accident leaves Paige without any memory of her last five years. Paige had no recollection of Leo or any of friends she had met within the last five years.  Five years ago, Paige had left her wealthy parent’s house, dropped out of law school to attend art school and moved into the city to live more of a bohemian type of life.  At the hospital, after the accident, Paige wakes up with no recollection of her husband or her artistic city life. All she could remember was her previous life, her family and her old friends. In addition, her current understanding of her life was: she goes to law school, lives with her parents and is still engaged to her ex-boyfriend. Leo was devastated because despite his efforts to remind her of her current life, she could not remember anything that had happened in the last five years of their life together.
It is clear that Paige suffers from Dissociative amnesia, to be specific she suffers from Continuous Dissociative Amnesia because her lost memory of all personal information from the time she left her parents house. Many scenes support the fact that she suffers from continuous dissociatie amnesia, for example Paige goes back to her hometown and visits her ex-fiancé and remembers where he works without asking anyone. Paige also remembers very tiny details about her high school life such as one of the dresses she wore to a dance. On the other hand, Paige had no memory of the house and neighborhood she was living in with Leo. Paige’s physician ran numerous tests, none suggested neurological damage except her memory loss of the past five years. Her physician suggested that she goes back to the normal day to day life she was living, hoping it would trigger some memories, however Paige did not remember herself as an artist, or her taste in music. Paige tried watching her wedding and sorted all her photos on hopes that she would regain her memory but nothing helped. Paige couldn’t even remember her studio that she used to spend most of her days in working on her master pieces.
At one part in the movie, Paige tells her doctor that she’s afraid of not liking her current life if she ever regains her memory. This would suggest that Paige is struggling to remember however failing due to a psychological factor such fear or anxiety. Psychological help wasn’t an option because Leo could not afford to pay for a psychologist and her parents were glad their daughter was back and considered what happened to their daughter something good (forgetting Leo and her city life) therefore they saw no need for any treatment. This resulted in Paige and Leo’s divorce and in Paige’s return to law school. Other changes on Paige’s personal level took place such as, hair colour (brown to blond), personality ( no longer a vegetarian), taste in clothes ( bohemian artist to elegant house wife).
Few incidents that occur with Paige make her realize why she left home in the first place. Also Paige starts to unconsciously draw during her law classes. Despite her inability to regain memory, Paige left her parents house once again and returned to the city were she decided to make her relationship with Leo work.
[bookmark: _GoBack]All in all, I found that the disorder of Dissociative amnesia was very well presented throughout the movie, for example the emphasis on how Paige’s memory is very accurate 5 years before the accident and how despite her condition the past events lead for the same decisions (leaving home a second time). Paige’s father’s affair with one of her friends and her parents deception drew her attention to the choices she made a second time causing her to unconsciously draw and become a vegetarian. Implicit memory retrieval is shown at the end when Paige slowly starts engaging in the lifestyle she was living before the accident. Due to how the plot was written out, there was no need for treatment (parents selfishness and Leo’s financial crisis) however I think there should have been more emphasis on treatment. In the end, all of Leo’s efforts to help Paige unfortunately didn’t help Paige regain her memory however, they did overcome the consequences of the accident and got back together.
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