ARTH 1200 Week 9 Notes
“If one is not ashamed at such impropriety, why not at least rue the expense?” 

Abbot Suger (1081-1151)

· Closely connected to Royal Family and Abbot of Mausoleum

“ I see myself dwelling as it were, in some stranger region of the universe which neither exists entirely in the slime of the earth nor entirely in the purity of heaven; and that, by the grace of God, I can be transported from this inferior to that higher world.”

Abbey of St-Denis (East end re-built, 1140-114)

· Suger rebuilds it in a way to glorify the Royal Family

· Looking for ways to symbolically remind people of their royalty & superiority

· Gothic

· Ambulatory

· More open and specific parts aren’t as defined as they were in Romanesque

· Spaciousness

· Large stained-glass windows and remarkable light that filled through windows

· “The whole church shines…for bright is that which is brightly coupled with the bright, And bright is the noble edifice that is pervaded by the new light.” – Abbot Suger

Chartres Cathedral (Notre-Dame), begun 1194
· Centre of the cult of Virgin Mary (piece of cloth that was worn by Virgin Mary)

· Triforium 

· Quadripartite Vault: Each repeated unit in rib vault consists of 4 units 

· Rose Window

Amiens Cathedral (Notre-Dame), 1220

Beauvais Cathedral (St-Pierre), begun ca. 1225, 47 metres

Ste-Chapelle, Paris (1239-48)

King Louis IX (Royal Patron)
· Turning whole interior into sparkly light-filled space

· Faithfully restored paint
ENGLISH GOTHIC (3 phases)

1) Early English (ca.1175-1265)

· The Lancet 

· Tall narrow pointed-arch windows

· Wells Cathedral (Begun ca. 1180)

· Impulse of verticality is much less portrayed 
· Triforium forms a horizontal band

· Sculptural decoration on capitals

· St. Hugh’s Choir, 1192 (Lincoln Cathedral)

· Ridge Rib 
· Tierceron Ribs ( Tierceron Vault
2) Decorated (ca. 1250-1370)

· Bar Tracery
· Stone decoration on windows

· Exeter Cathedral (ca. 1265)
· Tierceron ribs creating elaborate star pattern in vault
3) Perpendicular (ca.1330-1540)

· Grid windows

· Vertical/horizontal bars that run across eachother
· Gloucester Cathedral 

· Edward II, 1284-1327

· Rebuilt clerestory with much taller/wider windows

· Huge perpendicular window at east-end of cathedral

· Lierne Rib/Lierne Vault (very elaborate vault)

· Cloister, ca. 1330
· Fan Vault

Gothic Buildings:

· Skeletal system that transfers roof loads down to the ground at discrete points (leaving large expanses of wall to be opened for windows)

· Spatial

· Emphasize vertical structure

· Articulated but unified cells of space

· Sense of openness afforded by construction system

· Reflection of historical era and religious imagery of the period 

· Connects both to urban society and to theological analogies to Old Testament tabernacles and temples and concepts of New Jerusalem

Key elements associated with Gothic structure:

· Pointed arches (contribution from Islamic architecture)

· Design flexibility (one can vary to some extent the angle of the arch, semicircular arches are established by width of span)

· Rib vaults

· Visually “tidying up” arris created at fold of groin vault

· Builders could lighten the webbing, hence reducing material weight of groin material weight of groin vaults

· Facilitate greater building heights

· Flying buttresses 

· First used at Sens Cathedral in 1160

· Great need for reinforcement since Gothic construction concentrates loads at piers rather than distributing 

· External buttressing set at right angels to the wall and connected to it at strategic junctions by arches

· Appear to “fly” or leap as they reach out to strengthen the upper sections of the skeleton frame

