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PHI 1370 A: PHILOSOPHICAL ISSUES IN HEALTH CARE

STUDY GUIDE FOR THE FINAL EXAMINATION
WINTER SEMESTER, 2018
INSTRUCTIONS: 
The final examination for PHI1370 A will be held on Saturday, April 14 at 9:30 AM in MNT 203. (Please check the UOttawa home page the day before the exam to verify the location.) The exam will be closed-book, and you will have two hours to complete it. 
Part A will consist of a number of short answer questions. Your answers for Part A should be a few sentences to a paragraph in length (about 150 words), depending on the question. 
Part B will consist of a number of evaluative or critical discussion questions. Your answers to the questions in Part B should be longer than for part A; I suggest about 2-3 pages (400-600 words) for each answer, though your answers could be longer.
All of the questions you will be required to answer will be selected from the list of questions provided below. For each part there will be some choice but not much.
Part A will be worth 20 points altogether (5 points for each question you answer), and Part B will be worth 20 points (10 points for each question you answer), for a total of 40 points, as the final exam is worth 40% of your overall grade. 
Study Questions for Part A (20 points)
1) Describe briefly, but clearly, three objections that critics have raised against Bill C-14, Canada’s assisted suicide law. 

2) Explain clearly the doctrine known as “clinical equipoise”.

3) Explain clearly the desert theory, the utilitarian and the libertarian theories of justice.

4) Summarize as accurately as you can John Rawls’ theory of justice. (You should take a look at the section on Rawls in Reading 1)
5) Describe clearly what the rule “Worst first, first come, and hopeless second” means in the triage case, Reading 47.
6) Give a precise description of the “Sympathy Rule” presented in connection with the triage case in Reading 47?

7) Describe four non-medical criteria that some people feel are relevant to how health care resources should be distributed.
8) Explain as clearly as you can the problem, or issue, discussed in the lectures of how health care resources should be divided up at a macro-level.
9) What is meant by the term ‘alternative medicine’? (Try to be as precise as you can.)
10) What is it about alternative medicines that many people find attractive compared to conventional medicine?
11) What is anecdotal evidence? Discuss how reliable it is?

12) What are the most important ways that alternative medicines can be harmful? (Identify at least four.)
13) How do you think the medical establishment should respond to the increasing popularity of alternative medicine?

14) Describe as clearly as you can what we are looking for when we search for an adequate definition or analysis of a concept. Illustrate with a simple example of a concept.
15) Do you think it is important to have a clear, precise definition of terms like ‘health’ and ‘disease’ in medicine? Why or why not?

16) What is it for a definition of a concept to be circular? Describe how this problem threatens to arise for the medical (biological) definition. 

17) Explain clearly why the distinction between genetic therapy and genetic enhancement is problematic.
18) Describe clearly three of the most convincing reasons or arguments that might be given against permitting genetic enhancement.
Study Questions for Part B (20 points)
1) Do you think the recent passage of Bill C-14 in the Canadian Parliament, legalizing physician-assisted suicide under certain circumstances, is a good thing or a bad thing, a step forward or a step backward? Defend your opinion by argument.
2) In deciding how to distribute scarce medical resources amongst people who need them, should doctors, nurses, and other health care providers rely upon any non-medical criteria? If so, which ones should they rely on? If you think they should not rely on any, explain clearly why not. Whichever position you adopt, defend it by argument.
3) Some people today maintain that our publicly funded health care system in Canada should adopt a more tolerant view of alternative medicine and agree to fund at least some, or many, of them? Do you agree or disagree with this view? Support your answer by argument.
4) Explain as clearly as you can what are referred to as the medical (or biological) definition of health and the famous WHO definition of health. Describe the main strengths and weaknesses of each definition. (If you think one or the other has no strengths or weaknesses, then you can defend this view.) All things considered, which definition do you think is more plausible? 
5) The most commonly held view of genetic engineering is that it should be permitted for “therapy” but not for “enhancement”. Explain clearly what this means. Do you agree with this view? Defend your view by argument.
_____________
Total 40 points

