Empathy
· Primarily: focus on paul bloom and empathy
· Bloom’s thesis: empathy is not the best guide to being good and doing good. It is a poor guide to being good and to creating social policy 
· Not all warm emotions are bad; compassion is good and empathy is suspect 
· What does he mean by empathy:
· The process of experiencing the world as others do, or at least as you think they do; to put yourself in their shoes
· It can be automatic / involuntary but you can also extend it through cognitive actions, like imagining what the other person feels like 
· Empathy-Altruism hypothesis
· When you empathize with others, you are more likely to help them
· Why then, does bloom think that empathizing is not necessarily a good foundation for social policy?
· Empathy is biased (we empathize with people who look like us, who share our national or ethnic background)
· Empathy is narrow (there is an assumption that good policy requires non-biased, impartial views)
· What about empathy in personal relationships?
· Empathy comes with costs 
· If you score high in empathy, there is a link to asymmetrical relationships: one person is giving more, not all relationships are equal to you
· High scores in empathy are correlated with depression and anxiety 
· Tania Singer’s work: empathy vs compassion
· Non-empathetic compassion- a more distanced love and kindness and concern for others (sympathy)
· Bloom was looking at patterns of action, rather than just feelings
· Compassion is correlated with more altruistic outcomes
· Empathy/ Anger – shaped by rational deliberation, governed by rationality and compassion
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Similar to aristotle’s idea of a virtuous person, but bloom suggests that rational regulation of empathy can be good 
Revenge
· Retributive punishment (deserved punishment)
· A lot of people believe this hsoul dbe in the hands of the state, but revenge is individual 
· Brian Rosebury: respect for just revenge
· Under certain conditions, an act of private revenge may be the object of a special kind of positive judgement, even though it is rightly morally condemned. The judgement is non-moral respect 
· Is revenge ever morally appropriate?
· Has to be proportional to end cycles 
· Could be good for society (utilitarian)
· Maybe a direct justification (deontological)
· Non moral respect:
· Applied to private acts of revenge 
· A feeling of sympathy grounded in the belief that I might have intentionally and after sober deliberation have done or wished to have done that 
· Interesting features of this view
· The suggestion that the moral seriousness is important to understanding this whole thing
· The suggestion that there are certain sources of authority and meaning outside of morality 
· One set of questions about revenge is about the personal sphere
· Another is about whether these personal motives ought to have a place in the law
· Tandler somers: victims ought to be given a role in justice 
· Thought: the standard model of retributive punishment leaves the victim out; so, the standard model robs the victims of self respect 
· Two issues: is a retributive model doomed? Can we include a role for the victim in a retributive model?
