PSCI 3601 Theories of International Politics
Hans-Martin Jaeger

Writing Guidelines and Topics for Research Paper
Choose one of the topics below, and write a 2700-3300 word essay (9-11 pages, 12 pt font, double-spaced) in response. While class readings may provide an entry into some of the essay topics, this assignment requires you to do additional research to write your essay. Your essay must cite at least four scholarly sources (books, academic articles) in addition to at least one class reading. Of course, you are also free to use any other materials you wish (newspaper or magazine articles, web material, etc.), but these will not count towards the required (minimum) four scholarly sources. All sources consulted must be cited, with page numbers where appropriate. Any recognized citation style (parenthetical or footnotes) is fine, as long as you are consistent. Try to paraphrase the readings you are using (but do not forget to give page references when paraphrasing). Only quote directly from the text, when the precise wording is crucial to a point you are making, or when a formulation is a particularly apt expression of an important claim. All sources you use must be listed in a bibliography at the end of your paper. Please note that you cannot include sources in your bibliography to which you do not refer (parenthetically or in footnotes) in the body of your essay. Please also note that using ideas from a source without acknowledging the source in references and in your bibliography constitutes plagiarism.
The goal of this essay is to present a clear and convincing argument about a given topic. Part of the challenge of this assignment is to narrow down a broad topic into a more specific research question and to answer this question. To test whether you have presented an argument (i.e. answered the question), ask yourself if someone could disagree with you and contend that you are wrong. Your argument will be more convincing if you anticipate potential criticisms from someone who might disagree with you. Make sure that the argument (thesis) you are trying to prove is not too general. Examples of arguments that are too general are:

· Neorealists and neoliberal institutionalists have different ideas about the state of nature. (What are the differences? Why do they matter?)

· Thucydides and Wilson both agree and disagree about justice in international politics. (In what respects do they agree and disagree, and why?)

It is perfectly fine if you argue that a question itself is wrong or misleading. However, such a critique also has to be defended by argument, not simply asserted.

Present your argument in a clear and structured manner. In the introductory paragraph, restate the question (as you understand it), and state your thesis concisely. (You may also give an overview of various steps or aspects of your argument.) Make sure you break up the main part of your paper into paragraphs that cover different steps or aspects of your argument. In the conclusion, summarize the most important results of your analysis. (You can also point to the wider implications of the analysis.)

Grades are based on (in declining order of importance):

(a) the merits (originality, persuasiveness) of your argument;

(b) the logic and clarity of your argument;

(c) the appropriateness and relevance of the cited readings (including a consistent citation style);

(d) correct English grammar, spelling, and usage.

Please include a word count at the end of your paper. Passages in excess of the word limit will not be marked.

The essay is due in class as a hard copy on March 28, 2018. There will be no extensions of this deadline, except in cases of a documented medical or family emergency. Late submissions will be accepted but penalized by one third of a letter grade per day (e.g., from A- to B+) for up to seven calendar days. In case of a late submission, you may send your essay to the instructor as an email attachment (as a “time stamp”), but you must submit a hard copy to the instructor or to the drop-box of the Political Science Department (B640 Loeb) the following business day or as soon as possible thereafter. Good luck!
1. Is classical realism relevant to understanding issues such as human rights, environmental problems, or the role of communications technology in world politics? (You may choose to focus on one or more of these issues.)
2. Democratic peace theory only applies to a Eurocentric world; with the rise or resurgence of states like China or Russia the democratic peace will face increasing challenges. Discuss.
3. Compare and contrast neorealist and English School approaches to the balance of power and war.
4. Compare and contrast neoliberal institutionalist and constructivist approaches to international organizations.
5. Write a neo-Gramscian critique of constructivist IR theory. [In doing so, consider both what the two approaches share and how they differ.]
6. Write a postcolonial critique of Frankfurt School (Habermasian) Critical IR Theory.

7. Feminism is a good theory to approach “women’s issues”, but it does not really speak to the issues which have traditionally been most important in IR. Discuss.

8. While poststructuralism is good at criticizing mainstream IR theory, it fails to offer a convincing alternative (i.e. a “constructive” approach to world politics). Discuss.
9. Postcolonialism is a good theory to approach the global South, but it does not really speak to (important events or phenomena in) the international relations of the global North. Discuss.
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