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January 30 & February 2
Acres of Skin: Medical Abuse Behind Bars – Documentary 

Who is profiting off these experiments?
Power and authority of medical institutions

· Human rights of inmates in Pennsylvania (Philadelphia)
· Serving county sentences less than 2 years 
· “The degree of civilization in a society can be judged by entering its prisons” 
· 1950s to early 1970s tests were done on these prisoners 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Sentenced to jail and science
· Prisoners used as lab rats for the benefit of others
· Prisoners embarrassed by the studies they participated in 
· Felt it was a “house of horrors” and highly regarded educational institutions were the “Frankenstein” 
· Everyone has questions about what happened there
· Prison closed and what happened was forgotten 
· Never said no to any test on humans, any study was a viable one (anything they wanted tested on humans could be done there) 
· Vulnerable group of people, trapped and uneducated 
· Post war America was a hotbed for testing in prisons 
· Holmesburg Prison was a department store of testing  
· Nuremburg Code after seven German Nazi doctors sentenced to death for their experiments 
· America reluctant to Nuremburg Code 
· Institutionalized populations like retarded children, mentally ill, elderly 
· Blind spot when Americans look on outside and not on inside eg/ said Nazis were considered evil people so they should have died but Americans doing these tests were good people 
· Left out was who was the victims and what are the justifications for exposing these victims to harm 
· Athlete’s foot spreading due to poor conditions in prison and unsanitary conditions – men were desperate and it was startling
· Saw them as enormous value as they were a completely controlled group (acres of skin) 
· Largest human experimentation factories in post war America in Holmesburg    
· Tests for poison ivy done on retarded children and prison population 
· Experiments like phase 1 pharmaceutical testing (dangerous), mouthwash tests, diet drinks, toothpaste and dandruff 
· Prisoners infected with ring worm for $1 to $2 a day 
· Injected with diseases in their face, mouths and genitals (warts and herpes) 
· Prisoners did all this for money and prison knew they could play prisoners due to their want for money 
· Vulnerable and institutionalized people were ideal for pharmaceutical companies 
· Athlete’s foot preventative measure testing for $50 and make man wear bad with powder in bag wrapped in leg and ducked taped closed… his leg was left smelling rancid, shrived, weak 
· Toothpaste test made people’s teeth fall out
· Made people’s hair fall out and when it grew back it was that of a different race 
· Companies offered huge financial compensation for the prison 
· Way for prison to make money 
· Seemed like non-threatening tests to begin with and grew dangerous
· 1966 oversight of drug test against government’s wishes
· FDA investigation found Kligman unfit to do research 
· Pleads for another chance and he got his status back 
· He continued testing dangerous chemicals like dow and chemicals for army 
· Mid and late 1960s was fruitful testing in Holmesburg thanks to Kligman
· Trailers behind prison for testing where inmates stayed for days at a time 
· Inmates began to question tests when people began to act out 
· Moral outrage 
· Loss trust in doctors
· Subjects/patients were poorest of poor and took advantage of this 
· Ethically and morally bankrupt
· “This is how to make money”
· Class and race elements 
· Taking health people and left with severe deterioration
· Ruined lives
· Cost inmates’/patients money to treat these issues post prison 
· Doctors hurt instead of helped people all of their own personal gain 
· Rich at expense of hurt prisoners 
· Compared to Tuskegee 
· Argued that they didn't do anything that wasn't being done at the time by other researchers 
· Kligman’s research was seen as admirable by the end he was seen as a negative model by some 
· Kligman also became a model in medicine by connecting with pharmaceutical companies and not doing work in a serious way 
·  Who pays for the ex-prisoner’s cancer treatment if it was caused by the testing they had done? 

Class Discussion:
· Still occurs today but with more safe guards 
· Using death-row prisoners and using them for long term medical experiments is a possibility for the future 
· USA privatization of prisons 
· We had one experiment in 1990s in Canada in private prison but it was shut down within 3 years 
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