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- Media is an agent of socialization
- Produces classist ideas

Mass media - any medium designed to cmmunicate messages to a mass audience

Types of media - books, newsmedia, ads, fashion, architecture, monuments!, museaums, galleries, electronic media, music, etc.

Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer
- The culture industry has one function: to reproduce incessantly the values of capitalist culture
- Interested in the relationships between culture and facism
- Offered a more in-depth critique of media as a 'superstructure'

Standardaization
- culture packed in small # of predictable forms and genres
- Produced by a small number of large corporations
- There is simultaneousy NOTHING NEW and ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW
- Remakes, sequels, prequels are examples

Pseudo-Invidualization
- the audience response is 'built-into' the cultural product
- our culture is 'pre-digested'
- audience is passive
- choice is an illusion
- Starbucks, and Apple are examples

Maintenence of Status Quo
- media lulls the public into passivity
- distracts from big social issues
    - ex. american idol
- maintains social ideas re: race, gender, class
   - ex. the film, 'class dismissed', Disney

Absorption of Dissent
- indie artists becoming mainstream
- things that are critical about the institution that become mainstream for profit

Critiques of culture industry thesis
- it's elisist
- historically specific
*- disregards alternative uses/readings of culture
*- totalizing - i.e. 'resistance is futile'
- Slash fiction - fanfiction where people write gay fiction into the plots

Marshall McLuhan
- "the medium is the message"
- We live in a "global village"

Understanding Media
- Oral/Written/Electric Cultures
- Oral cultures, we communicate with our whole body, nothing is privileged.
  - A Full body activity 
  - focuses on the communal, is an interactive dialogue
- Written cultures cannot be interuppted, through books and writings
  - We see the birth of the individual through written cultures
  - Not through tribes anymore, its individual to individual
  - Sense of community expands
- With the birth of electric cultures, we are going back to the oral culture
  -We see the idea of the visual being less privileged
  - You can enagage with electric cultures
  - You can communcate with a lot of people all at once
- The shift between written to electric culture, what happens to the little stuff?
  - Electric cultures use all of our senses, so we see re-tribalism

Hot media:
- Written culture
- high definition
- one sense at a time
- are largely passive media
- sequential spaces that are linear/logical
- Examples: radio, movies, lectures
- "Exudes"
- industrialized countries
- The waltz

Cool media:
- oral and electric culture
- low definition
- multiple senses
- demand more audience participation
- Examples: on the phone, a seminar class, tv
- "includes"
- the twist

Who owns and controls the media?
Public Ownership
- CBC, NFB, TVO
- offers small canadian shows a chance
- gives us canadian news

Private Ownership
- independent ownership
- horizontal integration
  - owns many different channels or stations to show a television show in different places
  - it's cheaper to produce media
  - lose a lot of local content
- vertical integration
  - a company that owns a bunch of companys in the media creation process
  - ex. 30 Rock
- cross-ownership
  - owns tv and radio stations
- conglomerate ownership
  - owns a bunch of tv and radio stations
  - one voice to decide what gets shown/published
- One company owning one thing
- independent ownership has been given over to other types of private ownership

Race & Film
- Blaxploitation
  - people of different races are casted into specific roles
  - aboriginals are casted to be savages against cowboys
- Assimilaitonist
- Social Realism
- stories of black people, for black people
- white saviour films represent narratives that the issues of crime in black communities can be solved with white people
- black people are like children

Gender in Film and Television
- within our psyche there are 3 parts:
   -in, ego, and superego
- men and women in film are portrayed differently
-

Conclusion
- what are 4 tenets of adorno and horkheimers culture industry thesis?
- according to mcluhan how is the medium the message? What are the idfferences between hot and cool media?
- what are the different forms of media ownership?
