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PHI2397C  Winter 2018    BUSINESS ETHICS: ESSAY ASSIGNMENT	 Prof. H. Aronovitch
       
Due: Thu Mar 29 . Worth: 30%. Length: minimum 1000 words, double-spaced. 
    Essays may focus mainly on a general issue or on specific cases, but some attention to both is necessary -- that is, on the one hand, to discussing ideas and principles and, on the other hand, to presenting some facts and examples. Whatever the orientation, the object is to present an analysis and come to some conclusion regarding a question of ethics. 
    Note that some of the suggested topics below may be framed in a way that emphasizes a certain stance on an issue, but that is just a way of focusing the matter, and you are free to defend a contrary stance, or a mixed one, provided you make your stance clear and support it with reasons (facts, principles, etc.).
    Other topics than those here listed are possible; please consult the professor for approval.
    Research requirement: in addition to the standard reading for the course, essays must draw on at least two articles, book chapters, case studies, or the equivalent, on the specific topic. Internet sources are acceptable if authoritative, but exercise care. Do not use (for this purpose) Wikipedia, student note sites, etc.  
    Citing Sources:
   It is important to know and follow rules for avoiding plagiarism: See: 
http://web5.uottawa.ca/mcs-smc/academicintegrity/documents/2011/academic-integrity-students-guide.pdf
   Any major citation style (MLA, Chicago, APA, etc.) is acceptable. So, you can use footnotes, or endnotes, or parentheses in the body of the essay and then a list of references at the end.
	
ISSUE-ORIENTED TOPICS:
1. In matters of product safety, there has been a movement in law and social attitudes away from the traditional view about where the chief responsibility should rest, namely with consumers, a view expressed by “Caveat emptor”/"Buyer beware". But there is nothing wrong with expecting that people be informed buyers and responsible for their choices. So, shouldn't “Caveat emptor” be restored as the main principle in these matters? Discuss.      

2. Much of the extreme economic trouble and general recession that began in 20007/08 was the result of exceptionally risky practices or unethical behaviour in the world of financial sector and/or by mortgage lenders. But the more fundamental problem, perhaps was the lack of proper regulations in these areas, or in some other way a lack of clear  standards for ethical behaviour.  With regard to some main regulations that have been adopted, discuss whether they are what was needed or whether they are really unnecessary and counterproductive.     

3. Environmentalists demand that we be realistic about the seriousness of pollution and adopt policies such as significant restrictions on oil and gas pipelines or a carbon tax, among others. But critics claim the environmentalists are being unrealistic because people want the very products, jobs, and standard of living that these policies would endanger or undermine. So, which side here is being truly, or more, realistic?     
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4. Multinationals: What are some main ways in which a multinational corporation is likely to benefit its host country and/or some main ways in which it is likely to harm it? What policies exist or should be adopted to maximize the benefits and minimize the harms? 

5. Free trade has often been regarded as the best  and fairest thing for all countries concerned. But the general idea or specific agreements -- and specific agreements to promote it, such as NAFTA and the TPP -- are often viewed in an opposite way, as unfair or somehow against a country's economic interests. Discuss and illustrate some essentials in these opposed views and argue for one  view or the other – or for some clear compromise if that is possible.      

CASE ORIENTED TOPICS:
1. Major financial institutions, manufacturing corporations, and other businesses often receive millions or even billions in financial help from governments, as bailouts or special loans. But why should taxpayers come to the aid of companies in a free-enterprise system? Discuss, concentrating on some specific company or companies, or industry. 

2. Issues about the roles of management and boards of directors and their relation to each other are a recurring concern. Discuss what should be the proper roles and their relation, including any significant changes you think are needed in what is currently required. Focus and apply this with reference to some business(es) where there have been special problems in these matters.      

3. Case studies in business ethics are typically about ethical or even legal wrongdoing, and seldom about the opposite: about how specific innovative ethical practices or principled stances have been the basis for business success, and can be, or even have been, a model for other companies. Present any such case, exploring and evaluating the ethical challenge(s) or conflict(s) involved.   

Note: For any case-oriented topic, avoid, as the main example, cases that have been quite fully treated in class or in the required readings, e.g., Enron, Wal-Mart, Bhopal, Livent, etc. 
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Guidelines for Essay
[bookmark: _GoBack]   The purpose of the paper is to present an analysis in which you seek to defend a thesis, a position. A significant portion of the paper will have to be devoted to exposition, to presenting the ideas of some philosopher(s) or commentator(s). However, the paper should provide not just exposition but also your analysis and evaluation, whether in agreement, disagreement, or a combination of both.
The Introduction: 
   In a brief paragraph, state the problem or question of the paper, the position you intend to defend, and the steps, or sections, by which you will proceed. 
The Body:
   Explain and defend what you claim by: providing examples, implications, consequences, etc., and also supportive principles or general ideas. For principles and general ideas, clarify what is or might be meant, and whether there are problems of vagueness or inconsistency.
  Consider and comment on possible objections to your position. 
The Conclusion:
 (not as such necessary if your last point indicates the overall result).
   Restate the thesis and briefly summarize the argument of the paper.
Tips:
   Pause occasionally throughout to state what has so far been shown and what remains to be shown. Provide a “roadmap” for the reader.
  Write clearly and plainly, but avoid a manner or style that is too casual. Use of the first person, "I", is acceptable if for saying what you mean, intend to argue, etc.       
  Avoid extensive quotations. Explain matters in your own terms as much as possible. Quotations should be used only to cite a striking statement made by someone, or to illustrate a point, or to provide a passage you want specifically to analyze.


