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PART 1 : TERMINOLOGY

Abrahamic Faiths / Peoples of the Book : practices common to three faiths = Judaism, Christianity and Islamic

Agrarian / Agricultural : They are all related and family is the structure. They are all about growing things, therefore you cannot move from place to place. Only a natural disaster would cause them to move. Their philosophy is take care of your food and you will have surplus and all you need. You must tend to your crops, therefore you cannot leave. They are a larger community, religious in nature, you pray to the gods and goddesses for good weather to maintain your crops. This begins a hierarchy between people and gods. There is no control over weather, therefore we pray to the divine. Pray for “female” rain that nurtures the crops. A large emphasis is placed on the weather because it is not influenced by humans therefore it must be influenced by the divine. Specialization occurs (EX. expert squash grower). The first domestication of animals happens (EX. dogs, goats etc) as well as specialized divine figures. There is more of a hierarchy here. Supplication is when they “ask” or pray to the divine entity to do something for you (EX. save my cousin from illness). Magic is when one performs “x” ritual and “y” occurs as a result. 

Aleister Crowley : Crowley was a powerful magician, poet, prophet and occultist but he was not a neo-Pagan. He was brought up in an atmosphere of pious religious narrow-mindedness against which he rebelled his whole life. In 1898, he joined the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn. “Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law. Love is the Law, Love under Will.” Crowley talked to Sybil Leek about witchcraft and taught her the words of power. He was introduced to Gerald B. Gardner who is considered the founder of modern Wicca. 
animist : shamanic belief that everything is animated and everything has spirit. 
axiology : axis, the study of the center of your beliefs, it is your cosmology in practice, your belief system and how you live your life. 

Burning Times : This did NOT occur during the Middle Ages. It begins after that period during the Reformation and Renaissance. This was a time where the local priest was the primary source of information. Religion controlled everything. During the Renaissance, Gutenberg invented the printing press. Before this, everything was handwritten. First thing that was printed was the Bible. Second or third book was the “Malleus Maleficarium”. The Inquisition was part of hunting witches as well as stamping out heresy...basically everything that disagreed with Roman Catholic Faith. 200-250 years of Burning Times happened, especially around the Protestant Reformation. The Burning Times ended with the Scientific Revolution. ... Occurred between the twelfth and eighteenth centuries. In the largest trial 400 women were supposed to have died in a single day. According to the latest research, fifteen thousand executions were actually recorded in the fifty years between the 1580s and the 1630s (Great European Witch Hunt). There were actually more deaths by the state than the church. The death toll among women was greatest where the popular image of a practitioner of malefic magic was female. The greatest number of convictions and executions took place near disputed borders or in other locations where central authority had broken down. 
cosmology : cosmos = the universe or someone’s world view ... the narrative is mythology which is used to frame our world view, cosmology is the interpretation of one’s mythology, this can differ from person to person which results in the many sects of religion. 

culture : certain set beliefs shared amongst a large group of people, includes a variety of social constructions, all “learned” behaviour which in not biological nor explicit ... EX. a learned behaviour was a “person of colour”, apartheid starts in Africa, used this as their distinction of race, three levels = white, coloured, black

folktale : can teach us what to do and what is safe to do. They teach, are understood to be untrue and allegorical. EX. “Once upon a time...” 

goddess : the main focus of ritual for most neo-Pagans, she is the deity of feminist Goddess worship - otherwise called the women’s spirituality movement or Goddess spirituality. She is the Earth Mother (she is the earth we live on and the nature in which we are her creatures are deeply embedded). Feminist Witch ‘Starhawk’ says “The Goddess does not rule the world, she IS the world.”. She is immanent because she is in the world and in the creatures etc. She is the oldest and (at one time) the most widely worshiped of gods. Rise of the Goddess occurred from 35,000 B.C.E to about 4000 B.C.E. The decline occurred around 4000 B.C.E when warrior-nomads began invading from the north. They completely destroyed the Goddess by violently attacking and wiping out her shrines, her priestesses and her adherents. Remnants can be found in cultures. Today the Goddess is both womb and tomb, that is, the overwhelming cycle of birth, death and regeneration. The earth is the Goddess’ body. Worship of the Goddess also manifests in the heavens including the planets, sun and moon. Luna the moon is a manifestation of the Goddess. She symbolizes female power and female strength. 
heresy : actions and beliefs that oppose and go against a religious institution EX. the gnostics who said God is too big to care and it is really the work of Satan. 
Hunter-Gatherers : pastoral nomads or Agrarian, also “small scale societies”, they hunt and gather, shift in view as the relationship between land and people changed, smallest unit is an extended family ... all blood relation OR married in, they migrate and follow the growth of what they live on (EX. fruit, elk) and they do not plant - only pick and gather because they can move around easily this way (do not have to stay and tend to crops). They use festivals to socialize, commerce can happen, gossip, courtship, trading etc. There was no monotheistic god in small scale societies. They have spiritual places where you may place offerings because all things are equal and have a right to exist. It is a one-to-one direct relationship. When you kill as a hunter, you give up its life for you to eat. 

Modalities of the Hunter-Gatherer religion was “Shamanic” = a type of worship. During a shamanic ritual, they call out to a group of animals and ask for one to come forward and offer itself to be killed for them. Some kinds of plants are alive and shamanic people often interact with them. The Shamanic modality sees everything as equal, relationship with the spiritual world is that of equals. 

holiday : holy days, serious and usually address a loss or something grave. Festivals, on the other hand, are a celebration. 
left-hand paths AND right-hand paths : LEFT-HAND = popularly associated with selfishness, cursing, hedonism and evil. A left-hand tantric ritual involved many practices that violated Indian social norms, including non-marital sex and the consumption of beef. Left-hand paths emphasize the deliberate and conscious violation of social norms. They don’t advocate going out and actually committing crimes. Any path that emphasizes honoring the divinity within rather than serving the divinity without, has been influenced by left-hand teaching. Left-hand practitioners become the divine or find the divine within themselves. EX. Satanism

RIGHT-HAND = is popularly associated with altruism. Right-hand paths often stress moderation rather than asceticism. Right-hand paths tend to emphasize following or changing norms. Right-hand paths tend to place divinity outside the self, and left-hand paths within it. Right-hand practitioners usually seek to serve the divine. 

The distinction between this and right-hand paths has come down to the modern era through Theosophy from the Hindu and Buddhist tantric traditions. The main distinctions between the right and left-hand paths are actually the attitude toward social norms and the locus of the divine. 
legend : can teach us what to do and what is safe to do. Stories about small, localized things that MAY have happened. 

liminal (ity) : to be in between states of being, locations, categories. EX. December 31st, you may celebrate or stay home to mark the end of the year. In the Western world there are two calendars : B.C and A.D. New Years is so important because it is the end of one year and the unknown and promise of the year to come. Therefore this is a liminal time in our calendar. EX. being engaged is a liminal time and liminal state of being. You aren’t single nor committed. 
magic (k) : MAGIC = stage entertainment using “sleight of hand” or supernatural tricks MAGICK: the power of the universe’s energy, similar to electricity, we can see its results. It is a force that we cannot physically see but we can see it’s impact. 
magician / wizard : PROFILE = male, old, unmarried, considered “good”, it was learnt or studied, takes a lifetime of studying to achieve title, self-applied title, practice in a ‘godly’ way, were not persecuted or viewed unfavorably. 

Malleus Maleficarium : literally means “The Hammer Against the Witches”, the first book written - it was the first manual and guide to hunting witches. 
monotheist : “theist” = a belief in God, all Peoples of the Book are monotheistic. This is a supplicating religion because you pray and ASK for something. There is a single God with an obvious hierarchy. The origin is late Agricultural to urban settings. 

mystery religion : a secret initiatory religion organized around ritual enactment of a particular myth. Sometimes these rituals are enhanced by rigorous trials. These mystery religions appealed to the needs of the individual that the civic religion did not, addressed the mysteries of life and death, and included elements of both devotion and emotion. 
mythology : study of sacred texts, mythos and logos. Logos words are clear and concrete and literal, no interpretation needed. Mythos has many layers and can be interpreted, “myth” does not mean false, rather it is up for interpretation. It is understood as true. 

myths : can teach us what to do and what is safe to do. They are sacred origin stories (the MOST sacred).  

occult : occulted is “hidden”, hidden from common information BUT if you have correct knowledge, you may access the information. It is therefore hidden knowledge. 
occult precursors to modern Wicca : 

(1) PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS = reincarnation and karma : condemned as a heresy by orthodox Christianity, survival reliant on agricultural imagery. The purpose of incarnation was to “learn” specific lessons such as repaying a debt to another soul. levels of reality : there are multiple spiritual worlds, each with its own natural laws and inhabitants. magic, immanence of deity : derives most directly from the Protestant concept of the priesthood of all believers and the general Gnostic concept of the individual soul being an embodiment of God. discarnate teachers 
(2) SYMBOL SYSTEMS = Britano-Celtic Mythography : earliest form of Wicca drew its primary symbolism from this, two primary sources are the works of Margaret Murray and folklorist Charles Leland. Kabbalah : originally a mystical system that derived from the merkabah riders of the first century. It provides a “map” of the soul and has traceable lineage and a vast body of literature that provides legitimatization and explanation. Alchemy : the concept of a gradual “refinement” and “purification” process is core to many modern traditions. Western Mystery Tradition : refers to a collection of symbolic technologies that derive from the Golden Dawn. Form of high magic operating today. 
(3) SOCIAL STRUCTURES = coven structures and circle structures 
Order of the Temple of the Orient : the best known Thelemic organization in the world. It was founded by Carl Kellner and Theodore Reuss, originally as a Masonic order of ceremonial magicians. Kenneth Grant was expelled from the O.T.O and founded his own organization that is primarily concerned with opening gateways and making contacts with entities “outside of normal time and space”. This is known as the Typhonian O.T.O which believes that Truth is to be found in other layers of reality. The O.T.O functions as an educational organization, initiatory magical order and a church through its religious arm (the Ecclesia Gnostica Catholica). 
“othering” : making someone else seem dangerous, “my people” versus “the other people” may sometimes be based on race, language etc. Elevation of your own group. LANGISM = not a real word, being discriminated against because your native tongue, judged based on the way you speak. (i.e. an accent making you sound unintelligent) 

pantheist : “pan” = a collection plural, all pantheists are polytheists, however a pantheist has a specific sect of gods. (EX. card collector that collects only hockey cards). The Greeks knew there were other gods, however they had their specific sect of Olympian Gods and did not adopt any other type of gods. They stick to their own gods. 
political climate (CATHOLIC or PROTESTANT) : Protestant Reformation there were many more Bibles produced, started the reform = Martin Luther, he puts out a paper saying everyone should be able to react the Bible. Both religions were accusing each other of being witches depending on who was in power in England. 
polytheist : “poly” = many, Agrarian specialization shows this (EX. god or goddess of the moon). There are many gods from different religions incorporated into one. (EX. a card collector collects from many different sports). The Romans had many gods but while they were in Nubia they prayed to the gods in Nubia. 
reconstructing Celtic spirituality in Europe : New Pagan groups are basically created in imitation of older traditions. They are seen as the latest manifestation of a continuous native tradition. This means bringing to consciousness practices and beliefs that already exist in the background of modern life. Paganism and neo-Paganism is a religious outlook that is nature venerating and recognizes many divine beings, both goddesses and gods. Reverence for nature also implies a strong sense of the “spirit of place” that personifies striking features. 
Ritual Year : The turning of the seasons have always signaled change.The simple availability of food was interpreted through theology and myth, often expressing the life story of local deities and mandating certain rituals and sacrifices. How the year was divided would depend on where one lived. Holidays and festivals centered around food cycles. The growing and harvest seasons are often marked with ritual and celebration. The modern Wheel of the Year refers to the neo-Pagan practice of celebrating the four solar holidays (solstices and equinoxes) and the four cross-quarter days (May 1, August 1, October 1, February 1/2) with seasonal festivals that reflect the agricultural or natural procession of the year in a temperate climate, or not ritually express the myths that have become attached to those dates. 

ESBAT = ordinary working circle of a coven, timed to the phases of the moon. It is a time for magical work, that which needs to grow performed in the waxing moon and that which needs to diminish in the waning moon. 

SABBAT = the gathering of a Witches’ coven and the celebration of one of the major seasonal rituals. Appointed men and women gather to perform psychic war in protection of their village. If the coven honors a winter king (Holly King) as the lord of the dark and a summer king (Oak King) as lord of the light, midwinter and midsummer rituals may reflect this belief. 

MIDWINTER / YULE = adopted as December 25th, celebration to mark the return of the sun in the Western Hemisphere, with its lengthening days and warmth - important for people who were directly tied to the soil for survival. The promise of the return of the sun was hope enough for digging deep into the winter stores and feasting, but also a time of fear and sacrifice. Yule and New Year are both seasons for divination. 

BRIGID/CANDLEMAS/IMBOLG = around February 2nd, the halfway mark between the winter solstice and the vernal equinox. It is an in-between time where fertility is initiated. 

VERNAL EQUINOX / OSTARA = around March 21, the spring equinox is the time when several mythologies of death and resurrection are celebrated. It is still called Lady’s Day and celebrates the rising of the young God with the first planting and young shoots and his bond with the Lady, the verdant Goddess of spring who is the fertile earth. It is a time of perfect balance where the day and night are equal and it is neither winter nor summer. 

BELTANE/MAY DAY = marks the ritual beginning of summer and in the Celtic calendar one of the two New Year’s days. It is a time when the veil between the worlds grew thin and spirit beings entered the normal world. The coming of spring make the season one of light and the danger of an open door between this world and the Otherworld is not forgotten. Famous rituals include the procession of hobby horses and clowns. 

MIDSUMMER / LITHA = occurs on the summer solstice on June 21. Great bonfires mark the event. The farther north one travels in Europe, the later the planting and ripening of the crops and the later the ritual beginning of summer. It was a choice time to gather medicinal herbs. The sun is at its peak and is about to decrease.

LAMMAS / LUGHNASSAD = August 1, commemorates the first harvest. This was named after the Celtic sun or tribal god Lugh who initiated the holiday as funeral games for his foster mother.

HARVEST/MABON = the autumnal equinox on September 21st marks the grain harvest for most of Europe. The holiday now centers on the pending departure of the grain god to the Otherworld, and the Goddess’s approaching delivery of the new god, and her Cronehood. 

SAMHAIN/HALLOWE’EN/ALL HALLOW’S EVE = the eve of November, October 31 maintains many of its Pagan characteristics and rituals. It marks the second of the two Celtic New Years. It is a time when the veil between the worlds has grown thinnest and faery folk and ghosts walk among the living. The intrusion of the Otherworld brings knowledge through divination and the ghosts of the dead. Bonfires are lit to protect the people. 
rituals : do not have to be religious in nature. A series of acts done (with a group) with the expectation of a certain outcome. Sometimes related to superstition. They include cause and effect. 
sorcerer / sorceress : PROFILE = both female or male, no age, can be good or bad, passed down through knowledge, specialized knowledge based, hereditary or through teaching, title may be applied to someone or taken themselves, were not persecuted. 

St. Guinefort : priest stamping out heresy in France, he finds people praying to a “St. Guinefort” which he does not believe exists. He discovers that St. Guinefort is a greyhound. This comes from a Celtic practice when the dog rescues its master’s son from the poisonous snake. 
syncretic (ism) : two or more religions that mix together that originally were distinct religions and when they mix they become a whole new distinct religion. EX. Sikh = blending of Hindu and Muslim. 
taboo / tabu : “don’t do that!”, something horrifying, comes from the Polynesian word “tabu”. 
Thelema : On April 8/9/10 in 1904 in Cairo, Aleister Crowley, in communication with an entity he referred to as Aiwass or Aiwaz, received and transcribed The Book of the Law or Liber AL vel Legis. Those who have accepted this revelation as Law, at that time a new era, The Aeon of Horus began and the law of this era was “Do As Thou Wilt”. Thelema is the Greek word for “will”.  Believers support that it was the natural law of the universe. Thelema is all about an individual’s true will and what they came to do here in their lifetime. One is asked to consider shocking ideas in order to figure out for oneself what’s right and wrong for one as an individual and why. The goal is to gain insight and discover one’s H.G.A (Holy Guardian Angel). It knows why one has come here, it will tell one is one is willing to turn off one’s socially constructed self and listen. Love is the foundation of Will, but love is subject to Will. The true Will of the incarnate usually demands some sort of action on one’s part; Thelema is a philosophy and religion of DOING - not being. “Every man and woman is a star.” = not only is the Thelemite divine, but so is everything else. Thelema is a left-hand path.
time (LINEAR vs. CYCLICAL) : LINEAR = Abrahamic Faiths move continually forward. The sacred narrative guides towards some “end” (i.e. the Apocalypse) X-X-X-X-X, CYCLICAL = depending on the faith, humanity lands on the surface and continues on marking each important  point (i.e. great flood, big harvest, weather cools etc). Time continues in the cycles of the seasons which match up with mythological history. Some general patterns are recognized throughout the year. Celebrations occur at each major point. 
transcendent / immanent : where a people or faith think that the divine is located ... immanent believes that the divine is embedded in the world “im” within the world and spirit is in all things, transcendent belief is outside the world “trans” away from the world EX. heaven above us. 

treason : actions which go against the expressed rules of a government (EX. Edward Snowden) 
urban : highly specialized, prayers don’t mean that anyone is listening, there is a two-way flow between humans and the divine world, a covenant agreement exists between God and peoples. Israelites are the first example and they choose God and agree to his covenant. There is no more direct contact with the divine, only highly specialized individuals (EX. high priest or priestess) do the communication for you. The concept of money is introduced as a measure of value for one’s time and skill level. 

In Ancient Egypt, Pharaoh Akhenaten was “son of the sun”, not unusual to marry a close relative at this time, women rarely inherited the throne, many pharaohs married their half sisters. When pharaohs die, they become an incarnation of “Horus” = a god of Egypt. Who is worth of marrying an “almost” god ? An “almost” goddess! Akhenaten marries his sister and then marries his mother. He believes that the only god is the sun god “Aten”. He shuts down all other temples  and converts to monotheism of Aten worship. A five-year drought occurred in Egypt. There is no flooding of the Nile and therefore no food. All blamed Aten the sun god. Akhenaten is killed and monotheism is dead. 
witch : PROFILE = female, old (but could cast a spell to appear young), unmarried, evil, Satan, title was applied to her (accusatory title). If the individual was male, he was called a “warlock” which comes from Anglo saxon “waer loga” = oath breaker. 
five unrelated phenomena ...

1. Anthropological : small scale religion that doesn’t fit the mould of “religion”, it is not understood. A witch is a sorcerer found in the folklore of societies across the globe. It included the assumption of evil intent. 
2. Historical : European post-Medieval history, the nation of malevolent, evil people who have a pact with the devil. 200-250 years of the witch craze or burning times because of being a “malevolent witch” THE BURNING TIMES DID NOT HAPPEN DURING THE MIDDLE AGES. 
3. Religionist : modern phenomenon ... (neo-paganism) pre-Christian European religion turning back to Western practices, may also be referred to as Wiccan to avoid negative connotation. 
4. Feminist / Goddess Worship : sometimes used as a political term to inspire power and dominance over males, feminist witchcraft as a political shock term as well as female divinity group. Stood for “Wild Woman free of the male hierarchy’s expectation”.
5. Satanism : post 1960s, no proof of organized Satanic faith until 60s, viewed as a concept or metaphor by some ... OR .... powerful trickster that believes in divinities to get what they want ... a representation of getting what you want, especially in 60s when self-fufillment was frowned upon. Therefore it is a religious system as a metaphor for trickster who gets what they want. 
witch doctor / shaman : from the Tungus people of Sibera, means one who masters or interacts with spirits or “non peoples of the book”. 
PART 2 : FILMS

The Burning Times

· “wise women” = healers, prophets etc. whom practiced rituals on Ancient Roman tradition. The Church condemned them as Satan worshippers
· women’s power is associated with darkness 
· female power is feared 
· women who practiced rituals were called “heathens” and we now call them witch doctors 
· many healers used Christian prayer and spirit in rituals 
· the word “witch” comes from “wick” which is an Anglo-Saxon word meaning “to bend” or to alter as in a state of consciousness for example
· 85% of those killed for witchcraft were women, known as a ‘womans holocaust’
· no goddesses allowed in the Catholic Church... Pagans demanded the Queen of Heaven ‘Mary’ to be worshipped
· St. Joan of Arc was well known and “goddess-like” and her voices led the French to battle ... she claimed her inspiration put her above the Church, this angered the ‘defensive’ Church because it posed a threat 
· Catholic Church blamed ‘midwives’ and many were seen as witches because they eased the pain of labour which interfered with God’s will to punish us for Eve’s sin 
· peasant rebellion = accusation of witchcraft 
· men were advised to beat their wives 
· dates back to blaming women for original sin 
· women were seen as an obstacle to men’s holiness 
· the “end of the world” comes in the form of the Black Plague, women greatly outlive men and become independent which was a major problem for men in a patriarchal society 
· Scientific Revolution relied on techniques in inquisition as “torturing the secrets out of mother-nature” 
· witch-hunting was profitable ... every step of the way brought a charge which resulted in many employment opportunities 
· burnings or inquisition occurred in small rural towns, they were stripped, shaved and confused (torture happened in three stages ... this is where giving someone the ‘third degree’ comes from) 
· their confessions were = “The devil came disguised as a man, they danced, they dined and she kissed the goat” 
· paganism equaled Satanism and folktales equaled heresy 
· women were more susceptible to sin and temptation by the devil 
· ‘The Hammer Against Witches’ told of the type of questions to ask to get a certain answer from the “witches”
· the rise and fall of the Burning Times is tied to social class 
· the end of the Burning Times was the Scientific Revolution and occult scientific knowledge became the focus 
· fear of women was linked to the Black Plague and how they survived more than men 
· this leads to a rise of mens occult organizations EX. mason or blacksmith brotherhood using occulted knowledge to perform these special tasks 
· 1951 it was made legal to be a witch 
· rise in subjects such as astrology, alchemy 
The Nazi Occult Conspiracy 

blood flag : November 9th, 1923 : march for power with Stormtroopers, 16 men were killed and became martyrs. The Nazi flag fell with the murdered and got blood on it. A ritual arose where every Nazi flag was only empowered when Hitler touched it to the Blood Flag. 
Lebensborn program : babies reproduced for certain traits (blonde hair, blue eyes). Men with these qualities were encouraged to reproduce as much as they could, supporting even polygamy. 11,000 babies between 1935-1945 were born. Many did not know their parents. 

Helena Blavatsky : Russian princess who ran away from her wealthy husband and joined a circus. She developed the ‘Theosophy’ religion. She believed in aliens ditched Atlantis when it sank and settled in the mountains of Tibet. The Arians are persians. She taught that these aliens  are tall, well-made humans. She can be directly linked to Hitler’s theory on Arian race. Blonde hair and blue eyed humans are seen as closest descendants of the aliens. Darwin’s book comes at the same time as Blavatsky.

runes : runic alphabet was given to mankind by Uden, it was a sacred alphabet. Each letter/symbol has meaning. Runes were tied to magic. It was worn on all uniforms and army gear for the Nazis. 

PART 3 : STEIN AND STEIN 

Chapter 1 : The Anthropological Study of Religion 

· anthropology is the study of humanity
· anthropologists study human societies as integrated wholes ... approach termed “holism”
· approach requires that societies be studied over long periods of time during which the investigator is immersed in the community ... ethnography
· the goal of anthropology is to move past ethnocentrism toward an approach of cultural relativism (describe and understand but do not judge)
· the anthropological approach is to study what people believe and do in regard to a sacred supernatural (not to judge if the beliefs are true or not) 
· a central concept in anthropology is culture, which includes all aspects of the human experience that are passed down from generation to generation 
· different definitions of religion... analytical = focuses on the way religion manifests itself or is expressed in a culture, functional = concerned with the role that religion plays in society, essentialist = what the essential nature of religion is and emphasizes that religion is the domain of the extraordinary 
· book definition of religion : a set of cultural beliefs and practices that usually include a basic set of characteristics and draw on elements of all three of these approaches 
· THEORETICAL APPROACHES TO RELIGION : 
1. evolutionary approach - focused on the questions of when and how religions began and how they evolved from the simple to the complex, evolution seen as a natural consequence of human nature and the remnants of an earlier simpler evolutionary stage
2. Marxist approach - saw religion as being a construction of those in power, designed to divert people’s attention from the miseries of their lives, misery was seen as being the result of exploitation of the masses by those in power under the capitalist system, saw religion both as a means of compensation and as a way of getting people to go along with a capitalist culture that isn’t in their best interests
3. functional approach - wonders... “What does religion do?”
4. interpretive approach - religion is a cluster of symbols that provides a Charter for culture’s ideas, values, and a way of life, religious symbols help explain human existence by giving it an ultimate meaning
5. psychological approach - concerned with the relationship between culture and personality and the connection between the society and the individual. 
· theorists suggest that religion is a by-product of the functioning and evolution of the human brain ... brain creates new realities ... we attribute humanlike qualities to nonhuman entities and forces which is the basic for the development of a belief in spirit beings. 
· agnostics say that the nature of the supernatural is unknowable and one cannot prove existence or non-existence 
Chapter 2 : Mythology

· religious narratives answer fundamental questions asked by human beings 
· by examining religious narratives we learn about a specific group’s worldview including rules for moral behavior 
· myths are stories to live by ... they create networks of meaning that affect the life of people in that culture far beyond the domain of religion 
· “worldview” of a society is the way a society perceives and interprets its reality 
· myths are sacred stories that tell of the origin of the world and humankind, origin of traditions, how to behave and how to distinguish good from evil 
· myths are though to recount real historical events from the remote past and provide the basis for religious beliefs and practices 
· WAYS OF INTERPRETING MYTHS 
1. functional analysis - sees myths as forces that help to maintain the society. 
2. structural analysis - focuses on the underlying structure of myths 
3. psychoanalytical approach - sees myths as symbolically expressing unconscious wishes 
· common myths are creation stories, tricksters, hero’s journey, apocalyptic myths etc. 
Chapter 4 : Ritual 

· religious ritual was defined as a repetitive, patterned act that involves the manipulation of religious symbols 
· rituals are often reenactments of, or directly reference, specific religious narratives 
· ritual is an essential component of religious practice 
· ritual expresses important worldviews through the retelling of sacred narratives and the manipulation of fundamental symbols 
· religious ritual is a standardized, repetitive sequence of activities that involves the manipulation of religious symbols such as prayers, offerings etc.
· rituals are often sanctioned in myths that articulate the underlying worldview of a culture 
· prescriptive rituals - ones that are required to be performed by some religious authority, situational rituals - performed because of a particular need of an individual or a community, periodic rituals - performed as part of a religious calendar
  occasional rituals - performed when a particular need arises 

· many types of rituals ... 
technological rituals = attempt to influence or control nature, protective rituals = serve to protect individuals in some dangerous or unpredictable activity, therapy rituals = healing rituals, anti-therapy rituals = performed to bring about illness and death, ideological rituals = serve to maintain the normal functioning of a society (including the familiar social rite of intensification that reinforces religious and social beliefs and values and the rite of passage that marks an individual’s movement from one status to another). 

· three phases can usually be identified within a rite of passage : separation, transition, and incorporation 
Chapter 10

· the witch is the enemy within, the member of the community who rejects, subverts and betrays
· the most common way of becoming a witch was being accused of being one 
· in small-scale societies, practicing witchcraft is defined antisocial behaviour
· witches simply will death and destruction and it happens and the source of this evil is a supernatural power that lies within the body of the witch 
· witches possess personal characteristics that are the antithesis of those that characterize a good, moral person
· Pritchard concluded that a belief in witchcraft serves three functions : (1) provides an explanation for the unexplainable (2) provides a set of cultural behaviours for dealing with misfortune (3) serves to define morality 
· magic and witchcraft were crimes against society and crimes against God 
· patterns of witchcraft accusations reflect deeply felt conflicts and divisions in a society 

