[bookmark: _GoBack]Colonial Mentality
· Frye argues that colonialism impacted Canadian cultures
· If you look at U.S, Canada and America are both colonies and celebrate independence but there is a key difference in the way independence was achieved
· America had a revolutionary war with lots of bloodshed, there was a clear moment of when independence took place
· Canada has had a different experience, it was created through a series of legislative processes
· Frye argues that because of lack of revolution in Canada, Canada has remained a colony even though in practice there has a been a level of independence achieved in Canada
· Fry argues that Canada is a colony from the standpoint of economics
· Canada is a place where people extract natural ressources from the landscrape and ship that elsewhere
· Those ressources are then refined in other places than Canada
· This a key characteristic of a colony
· A place where people go to take away things like wood and minerals
· He also argues that Canada is also colonial interms of its psychology
· He argues that much of the world is indifferent to Canada
· Argues that no one actually wanted Canada, the wanted to get to China and India
· History of Canada looking to places like London and New York for validation in terms of culture
· We see this today with Canadian artists/author
· Sums up Frye’s definition of colonial mentality

Bennett on Post Colonialism
· Bennett believes post-colonialism is associated with a unified Canada which is absent in Canada
· The society/culture are not unified (Indigenous people/French Canadians)
· Canada is multicultural 
· Canada’s does not emerge out of a history that allows it to be thought of as post-colonial
· In terms of political history the independence of Canada as a colony is particularly difficult to date
· Officially Canada ceased to be a British Colony in 1867, but its complete independence has only been achieved since that time and by increments
· Canada doesn’t have one history, French Canadians, Immigrants and Indigenous people all have their own narratives and see themselves as postcolonial groups
· Different versions of post-colonialsm



Nationalism
· One of the key tensions in Canadian society (as a result of colonial mentality) is to show that Canada is different from the USA
· Both cultures are very similar, in the language, cultural infrastructure and legal systems
· After 1945, what we see in Canada is the emergence of a cultural nationalist movement that looks to establish that there are certain ideas that are essentially Canadian
· They define certain personal/culture attributes that r seen to be essential
· Cultural nationalism is a movement to prove Canada has a distinct culture on one hand a movement to make Canadian culture mature past this colonial mentality that Frye identifies
· Frye asks why Canada has never produced great authors? He argues that Canadians are not educated enough about their history
· There is an idea that Canada doesn’t have its own literature traditions and its simply part of British literature
· Frye and Atwood start going back through archives of Canadian literature looking for things unique to Canada
· Looked for series of ideas/myths/themes to prove to the rest of the world that Canada is distinct and especially distinct from USA
· Thing they point to is the relationship with the land, they argue that the defining characteristic of Canada is its relationship with the land and the Northern character of the country
· Specifically, Frye argues that when settlers arrived in Canada, they saw an immense landscape and that inspires a great terror
· He argues that terror resonated throughout Canadian literature
· That moment of arriving in Canada and seeing the landscape and being terrified of it has been passed down in Canadian literature
· Frye calls it terror of the soul

Garrison thesis
· Early maps of Canadian society, we see a series of small forts/ settlements that are spread out over the country
· We see that today when driving across Canada it takes 5 hours to get to city to city
· Frye argues that Canadian culture emerges in these small towns/Garrison that are surrounded by wilderness and cut off from civilization
· He argues that in these garrisons, human beings hunker down, and look to protect themselves from threats of nature or people not like themselves
· Frye argues that this experience of hunkering down has consequences, you see everything outside of town/garrison as a threat
· Leads to people thinking the same way, they r not exposed to other ideas
· Garrison mentality  leads us to see everything outside of garrison as a threat
· This mentality promotes the human and moral values of the group
· Frye argues that this is where national unite emerges out of
· Frye argues that this is an idea that knits the country’s culture together


Environmental determinism
· A key idea within nationalist theory
· Unique cultures emerges through interactions with the land
· Proponents of environmental determinism looks for ways that culture mirrors the landscape (ex: harsh northern landscape leads to hockey)
· Environmental determinism tells us that its in interacting w/ the landscape that cultural characteristics emerge
· Frye and Atwood talk about Canadian wilderness being the determining Canadian culture characteristic 
· Idea that culture grows from the ground 
· When arriving Canada, majority of settlers sail through St. Laurence river
· Frye argues they have unique experience sailing through the narrowing river
· If we follow idea of terror of soul, there’s this idea that experience gets imprinted on settlers, children their children and their children
· This becomes an essential characteristic of life in Canada

Major problems w/ concept of environmental determinism
· First reason  it makes sense but it simplifies relationship with the environment and leads us to believe that wilderness shapes us in ways that may be overstated
· Second reason: if you accept the idea that environment determines culture and the you believe Canada weeds out people who cant handle harsh landscape, meant for Northern white races

Mass culture
· Mass culture: products, services, and practices manufactured by the communications, advertising, education, sports, leisure, and recreation industries to serve a huge market of consumers
· Mass products that mass produced are designed to reach a large amount of people
· Mass culture is produced through industrial practices such as tourism, shopping
· Products like coke/McDonalds
· Its accessible/cheap, doesn’t require much education/grooming to understand it
· Mass culture is very much associated with USA, emergence of USA is military super power and culture behemoth that is producing these examples of mass culture (comics, movies, soap operas)
· There starts to emerge a movement in Canada, that Canada needs to protect themselves from mass culture
· Fear around the influence of mass culture from the USA in Canada has two elements
· The first element, is the fear that Canada is going to loose a sense of itself and own national culture because its been infiltrated by USA’s mass culture
· The second element, mass culture is seen as something that will ‘dumb Canadians down’

High culture
· High culture refers to things like operas, paintings, novels, poetry
· Where mass culture is accessible, high culture is exclusive, expensive, requires high degree of education and refinement in order to enjoy it
· High culture is not produced in mass/industrial process
· Anarchy – emergence of modern democracy, people were given equal voice, for Arnold this is a form of anarchy, he believed decisions should be left to people are best educated and exposed to high culture
· For Arnold, he argues that if we are going to have a democracy the people are educated to the best that they can be to so that they make smart decisions, if people are going to be voting they need to be exposed to high culture and develop things like critical thinking abilities

Massey Commission – Litt reading
· Massey Commision was composed of Vincent Massey in 1949
· Formed to respond to the situation of where Canadian culture is going
· What emerges as this time is Canadian culture as high culture which is contrast of America which is mass culture
· Massey attempts to establish the idea that Canadian culture is high culture and American can culture is mass culture
· Mass culture breeds passive audience that can be easily manipulated where high culture breeds critical engaged audiences which will in turn ensure democracy works
· The commission casts mass culture as crast and materialistic and looks to link Canadian culture and high culture 
· Massey commission advocated for expansion of state involvement in Canada
· It identified a series of problems  University’s were underfunded, Canada wasn’t ready for emergence of new technologies
· Massey commission was interested in funding universities because they believe it was an excellent tool to educate society
· General attitude of Massey commission was that literature, painting, ballet were could where as comic books, radio shows, soap operas were bad

Suggestions of Massey commision
· Funding Uni’s
· Creation of Canada council
· There were some shortcomings of Massey commission, they ignored the rise of mass media and found that it was difficult to sell this idea to Canadians, they tried to link high culture to Canadian nationalism 


Rutherford
· Believes that audiences are not passive they are active
· They evaluate culture and the things that they consume
· So the idea that being exposed to mass culture will make Canadians passive doesn’t make sense
· Mass culture does not pose a threat to Canadian culture because Canadians read culture through their own lens

Canada first movement
· Emerged in the 1970s in Toronto
· One of the earliest assertions of Canadian national identity around the time of Confederation was articulated by the Canada First Movement, an organization grounded in the belief that Canada was a “Britain of the North” a “northern kingdom” whose unique distinctive character derived from its northern location
· Icy white nationalism
· North symbolized masculine virtues: Strength, vitality, masculine qualities, Attract northern races of Europe, North as creative, Northern climate weeds out the weak
· South symbolized: Decay, effeminacy, weakness, Open to non-European races, South as decadent
· Characteristics were deeply gendered
· This racialized “Canadianess” was used to assert similarity between Canada and Britain and other northern and “civilized" nations to differentiate northern and southern peoples and to distinguish Canada from USA
· Key issue here in the nationalism of the Canada First Movement is that images of race/gender/nature define the boundaries of the imagined nation
· These symbols were used to maintain British hegemony and white racial homogeneity, the basis of Canada’s supposed superiority

Group of 7
· In the wilderness paintings of Group of 7 the notions of nature, gender and race were also key
· The G7 saw climate and geography as necessary to express an essential and distinct geography as necessary to express Canadian identity
· Group of 7 symbolically differentiates Canada from U.S and Britain through paintings of unpeopled and rugged wilderness
· It is a northerness that not American and a harsh wildness that is not European
· Denial of human presence in the landscape
· Erasure of Aboriginal presence
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