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     From the UBC farm tour, I learned that the core values are sustainability and multifunctionality. As the motto of the UBC farm saying, No one thing does just one thing. The tour makes us viscerally experience the ecological lesson and brings us the pattern of combining pieces and elements together to find their connections through systematic and critical thinking in order to apply the skills we learned from classroom into practice (1). Among all the components we explore in the farm, such as children’s learning garden, aboriginal hub, soil health and so on, what makes me impressed most are beekeeping and farm markets. 
     Before I took part in this tour, I am not fond of bees at all, even became quite scared of them due to the reason that they caused me the hypersensitivity symptoms at my young age. Thus, with the prejudice, I do not even try to know the knowledge of bees; in contrast, just stay away from these small but buzzy and frightening creatures. However, I changed my perceptions after the tour. Bees in the UBC farm do not exist as a single component; in the contrary, they are the bridge and link in the whole system. Firstly, they assist to make the pollination of the crops in the farm possible (1). Secondly, they are also teaching and research tools for students and scholars from different disciplines (1). Without bees, some plants in the farm can not go through the reproduction cycles, and a lot of bee-based experiments and breakthroughs can not be acquired for academic and social improvements, which clearly indicates the multifunctional role of bees in the farm to make the farm more sustainable. Besides that, scientist, farmers and scholars are faced with a though problem, bees die out enormously and colonies lose vastly especially in winter owing to the parasites propagating between the species. Interdisciplinary people need to take actions to expand the bee numbers to make up the loss as well as to make the reproduction of bees more efficient and healthy. Therefore, even though sometimes bees are not adorable to certain people, it is necessary form us to analyse them from other angles instead of based on our own preferences and prejudices,  just to perceive their roles more thoroughly in agroecology, social study, economic and academic research. 
     The next component to be discussed is the farm market. Because my father and mother are businessman and businesswomen, I am used to analyse things through economic perspective since I was young. Thus, for the UBC farm, I take it for granted that the farm market’s only function is to provide financial support to the whole farm. The fact is, there is no denying that the market plays an significant financial role in it. It is the main revenue source of the farm and a vital part of the farm’s sustainability. The products and crops gain profits for the farm and the market feeds back the farm positively through the tools and scientific technology invested improvements, employee incentives and farm maintains. Owning the acknowledgement of indigenous territory, farm market not only provides job and volunteer opportunities to the society, it also makes the community more involved through workshops, celebrations and festivals serving as a recreational place. People grow local food, purchase local food and consume local food, which adds the degree of the sustainability to the farm. Besides that, farm markets adds value to the UBC farm to protect it from losing its existing large size and urban location. Therefore, the multifunctional farm market interacts both with the economic and social contexts in the UBC farm. 
     To summarize, the UBC farm field trip benefits me a lot by shaping my thinking pattern systematically and critically and raise my awareness of the protection of the farms to the whole ecological system. We are supposed to engage systematic thinking to conceptualize and communicate the complexity of small system such as UBC farm to big system such as the ecological system in society, and make contributions to build an environmental-friendly and sustainable society.
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