Research paper checklist – PSCI 3607

· Have you highlighted in a paragraph or two what your topic is all about and why it is important? Make sure this info leads to a research question.
· Have you then stated your research question? Make sure it starts with How, What or Why and ends with a question mark.
· Have you then stated your hypothesis? This is your proposed answer to your research question. It is your core argument. It looks like a thesis statement. Make sure it actually answers the question. (Sometimes students give arguments that don’t pertain to the question). Your argument should be one or two sentences long – examples of what a hypothesis looks like are on CULearn.
· Does the body of your paper, i.e. all the stuff between the opening section and the conclusion, relate to your hypothesis? *The point of an analytical paper is to assess the validity of your hypothesis. Don’t worry about being “right”. You can prove your hypothesis completely right, partially right, or completely wrong (i.e. you could prove your null hypothesis).
· Do you have a conclusion that brings your findings together?
· Do you have at least 6 different scholarly references? These cannot be references from the course outline.
· Is your paper between 8 and 10 double-spaced pages long in text? 
· Have you used Chicago style footnotes or endnotes?
· Do you have a bibliography?
· Is your paper properly formatted? 12-point Times New Roman, 1-inch margins. Page numbers.
· Have you proofread for grammar? Grammar matters!
· Is your name and course number on your paper?
Papers will be graded on (1) how well you go about proving or disproving your paper’s core argument; (2) structure, based on the requirements in the course outline; and (3) grammar.
