[bookmark: _GoBack]Lecture 1: Why Magic?
September 7, 2012
Samine Tanha

· What is the new age and how did we get there?
· Magic is a label to an empty box
· Every culture, religion… will say that something different is in the box.

In Canada, it’s not illegal to read “Taro” cards. 
· Illegal to read taro cards if paid: fraud
· Paid for claim of seeing future: fraud

When people run out of options they look for the local occult

Magical Thinking
· When someone who doesn’t believe in it but says it’s true
· Usually when being poetic or symbolic
· People who do magic don’t talk about magical thinking

What makes magical behavior different from scientific behavior?
· Science: something tangible observed, measurable
· Magic: something internal

Laws of cause and effect limit both magic and science.
· Magic and science co-exist, closed units
· Rules are different
· They don’t refer to each other
Religion – what ties us together in an on-going fashion
· Re-ligane: cosmology

Cosmology- a set of beliefs, knowledge and understandings that a group holds together and this set of things make the world knowledgeable, understandable and predictable for people part of this cosmology.

Important:

Science: 2 laws of causality

			
			Temporal			Spatial

· Cause must have contact with what it effects
· Magic doesn’t follow these two rules
· They don’t limit magic, however they do limit science

Magic: 2 laws of causality


			Sympathy			Contagion

· Sympathy: if it resembles something else it’s that thing; anything stands for anything else if you make a link
· Contagion: whatever that has been connected stays connected

World Views
· Western perspective (including Arabic)
· Western writing started in Mesopotamia (Iran and Iraq)
· Magic is what a priest needs to know so he knows what God wants; done through astronomy and astrology

First World View: Animist
· 6000 B.C. – 1400 A.D.
· The world is alive, there is a consciousness: God natives, nature…
· Humans are not powerful; not seen as gods
· The world is alive, we have to figure out how to communicate with it because we aren’t the powerful ones
Second World View: Mechanical
· 1400 A.D. – 1850
· The world is seen scientifically
· God is no longer doing anything; he has taken a step back. It is now the humans responsibility to figure out how they got here
· Humans know how rules work: conscious
· The view was that if it’s not tangible, it doesn’t exist
Third World View: Holistic
· 1850 – today
· The putting together of tangible and intangible to make a whole.
· Animist + Mechanical = Holistic
· Humans are not a machine

Magic is the power we have to change our perception of reality
· Our reality changes, therefore we are different
· Magic is peoples’ last resort
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