PHI 1370: Section B 

Instructions and Guidelines for Midterm Exam

The first midterm will be held in our normal class time on Friday, Feb. 9. The midterm will be closed-book and will count for 30% of your overall grade. 

There will be two main questions on the midterm. The first will consist of short answer questions in which you will be required to describe, or explain, a number of terms, concepts, doctrines, or theories that we have encountered in the course. All of these topics will be selected from the list provided below. There will be some choice (perhaps 4 out of 6) but not much. 

The second question will consist of an analysis of a case study. The case study to be analyzed will be taken from the list of case studies provided below, all of which are in the course pack. You must, therefore, study these cases carefully so that on the midterm you can recall all of the important facts and issues involved, and think carefully about what would be the right thing to do in the situation described. 

The format for the midterm, in other words, will look like this:

I. (16 points) Describe or explain four of the following in about 10-15 lines each.

a) …..
b) …..
c) …..
d) …..
e) …..
f) …..

II. (14 points) Present a detailed analysis of the following case study. The total length of your answer should be about 3 to 5 pages single-spaced. In your analysis you must do the following things (Note the difference in the number of points for each part, so you must apportion your time accordingly):

a) (2 points) Summarize the main facts of the case
b) (2 points) Identify the important ethical issues raised by the case
c) (5 points) Explain clearly, but concisely, how utilitarianism and Kantian ethics would apply to the case. (In other word, describe how they would provide guidance in deciding what would be the right thing to do. If you think one or both of them would not provide much guidance then explain why.)
d) (5 points) Present your own view of what the morally best course of action would be for the health care providers involved in the case to do, and support your view by argument
_______________
Total: 30 points

List of Topics for Question I:

1) What is meant by the term ‘moral theory’ (as it used in philosophy)
2) The principle of utility, and how utilitarians would justify it (i.e. their theory of value)
3) Three major objections against act utilitarianism
4) The distinction between act and rule utilitarianism
5) How rule utilitarianism would help to avoid important objections against act utilitarianism 
6) The respect-for-persons version of the categorical imperative
7) Kant’s universalizability test for the rightness of an act
8) W.D. Ross’s “pluralist” approach to ethics  
9) Virtue ethics
10) Feminist criticisms of traditional Western ethics
11) The difference between moral theories and moral principles
12) How the utilitarian and Kantian ethical theories would justify autonomy
13) Why the negative concept of freedom is inadequate
14) The double-decker (or hierarchical) theory of autonomy
15) Three reasons for thinking that harming someone is worse than failing to help someone
16) Three different types of justification for confidentiality in health care
17) The morally best course of action for Mr. I in the case study “I’m Doing the Best I Can”
18) How should Mr. K respond to the administrator’s request in the case study “Mommy Dearest”?
19) The three conditions of valid consent (explain each condition briefly)
20) How can consent really be informed consent in health care?
21) Dr. Gawande’s arguments concerning consent-based health care in Reading 8 (You must summarize here)


List of Case Studies for Question II. (Remember that the instructor (not the student) will choose one of these for you to analyze):

Reading 4: “Who Makes Decisions in Family-Centered Health Care?”
Reading 5: “You’re Just His Doctor, I’m His Boss”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading 12: “Minors as Organ Donors”

