Absolutism and Louis XVII

Theory of Absolutism
divinely ordained rule
the king was next to God
Rule was absolute; king was above law
No one can disobey the king

French Absolutism and Richelieu
· Louis XII and Reichelieu
· Goal: unified French Kingdom under a strong monarchy

Policies:
· Centralized and standardization of Administration
· Religiour reunification
· Weakening of “sword” nobility
· Massacre of St Bartholomew’s
· Marriage of two people, Margarite and Henry, did not like each other, different religions.
· Celebrated marriage, rumor spread that the protestant nobles that came into the city were going to slaughter them
· They locked the gates, and slaughtered all of the nobles
· Origins of absolutism, in civil problems
· Richelieu was a Catholic
· Read Machiavelli
· Richelieu convinced Louis that there were two obstacles that prevented unity of the country.
· You have to weaken the nobility
· You have to weaken/eradicate the protestants
· Nobles were exempt from taxes, had their own armies
· Multiple power bases: government, church office, military office
· Noble feuding: significant cause of civil wars
· Louis thought powerful nobility took away power from the crown

Richelieu’s Policies
· 1. Reduce political power of “sword” nobility
· i. recruit “new men”- robe nobles
· ii. The “intendant” system: provincial office
· iii. Exile/remove noble governers
· 2. Build larger centralized navy, army
· 3. Religious unification
· Richelieu develops spy network among nobles, knows who is causing trouble


Religious reunification
· Edict of Nantes: decree of “toleration” for Calvanism
· Under Richelieu: gradual erosion of Huguenot (protestant) privileges. i.e reduction in fortified places
· Internal missionization via new religious orders
· Henry was forced to convert, almost killed, margarite protected him

Personal Rule
· Chief minister: Cardinal Mazarin
· Later ministers: Jean Baptiste Colbert, Nicholas Fouquet
· Huguenots: edict of Fontainebleau
· Fiscal, legal reform (Colbert)
· Sword nobility: Versailles
· Louis was a control freak
· Wanted servants to live in fear
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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