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Please answer each question on the pages of this test. If you need more space for your answer, please use the reverse side of the page. Please do not detach the pages of this test.
I. For the following, on the line provided write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or conclusion is. This question is is worth two marks.

1. Anyone who craves political power cannot be trusted to serve the public interest. So I say Premier Jones can’t be trusted to serve the public interest.

Implicit ________

II. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise. The value of each question is noted in parentheses.  
1. I’ve been told that philosophy courses are very engaging and interesting. All the same, I shouldn’t take a philosophy course this term. My course load is already too heavy, and there’s no room for a philosophy course in my schedule this term. (3)

III. For each of the following arguments: (1) Identify which of the three nondeductive arguments that we considered in chapter three is used. Next, (2) state whether or not the argument is successful or unsuccessful. (3) If the argument is successful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. Or if the argument is unsuccessful, provide a brief explanation for why it is not. Each is worth 2 marks.

1. A recent random analysis carried out by the National Basketball Association on well over 60% of its players shows that 96% of these players are over six feet tall. Paul plays for the NBA team the Raptors. So we can conclude that it is quite probable that Paul is over six feet tall.

2. Professors at this university are not grading as strictly as they used to. They now give Bs for work that once would have earned Cs. The grading standards at Canadian universities are dropping dramatically.

3. A national women’s online magazine publishes the results from an online questionnaire on sexual harassment in the workplace. Ten thousand people completed the online questionnaire. Forty-two per cent of the respondents say that they’ve been sexually harassed at work. The magazine concludes that a great majority of women have been sexually harassed at work.

4. I’ve heard squeaking sounds in the kitchen coming from small animals at night. I’ve witnessed small creatures scurrying across my kitchen floor. I have found the excrement of small animals under my oven. In fact, over the last two weeks I’ve caught 17 mice in traps that I’ve set in the kitchen. Looks like I have an infestation of mice in my kitchen.

IV. Please circle the letter that corresponds to the best answer. Each is worth 1 mark.

1. Below is an example of which invalid argument form?

p → q

~ p



----------

~ q

a. modus ponens

b. affirming the consequent

c. denying the antecedent

d. modus tollens

2. Below is an example of which invalid argument form?

p → q

q

--------

p

a. modus ponens

b. affirming the consequent

c. denying the antecedent

d. modus tollens

3. Below is an example of which valid argument form? 

P→ Q

P

-------

Q

a. modus ponens

b. hypothetical syllogism

c. modus tollens

d. disjunctive syllogism

4. Below is an example of which valid argument form? 

 

p → q

q → r

--------

p → r

a. modus ponens

b. hypothetical syllogism

c. modus tollens

d. disjunctive syllogism

5. Below is an example of which valid argument form? 

p v q

~p

---------

q

a. simplification

b. disjunctive syllogism

c. addition

d. conjunction

6. Below is an example of which valid argument form? 

p ● q

----------

p

a. simplification

b. disjunctive syllogism

c. addition

d. conjunction

7. Below is an example of which valid argument form? 

p 

------- 

p v q

a. simplification

b. disjunctive syllogism

c. addition

d. conjunction

8. Below is an example of which valid argument form? 

p

q



----





p ● q

a. simplification

b. disjunctive syllogism

c. addition

d. conjunction

9. Below is an example of which valid argument form? 

p v q

p ( r

q ( s

--------

r v s

a. disjunctive syllogism

b. addition 

c. constructive dilemma

d. hypothetical syllogism

10. Below is an example of which valid argument form? 

p → q

 ~q

-------

~p

a. modus ponens

b. hypothetical syllogism

c. modus tollens

d. disjunctive syllogism

V. For the arguments below, use the valid argument forms to show how the conclusion follows from the premises by a series of valid inferences. In other words, in the space on the right, construct a proof in which you add the line or lines necessary to demonstrate the proper valid inferences. Be sure to cite the lines from which each inference follows and give its justification. Each is worth four marks.


1.  
E → ~P


M


V v E


M → ~V


-----------


~P

2. 
P → (Q v R)


~Q ● P


-------------


R


VI. Draw a Venn diagram for each of the following categorical syllogisms, and state whether each is valid or invalid. Each question is worth two marks.

1. Some sociopaths are not criminals. All serial killers are criminals. Therefore, some sociopaths are not serial killers.

2. All SUVs are gas-guzzlers, and all gas-guzzlers are evil vehicles. Thus, all SUVs are evil vehicles.

3. Some coerced decisions are not free choices, and some desires are free choices. Therefore, some desires are coerced decisions.

4. No free choices are caused occurrences. Some natural processes are not caused occurrences. Consequently, some natural processes are not free choices.
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