Pragmatics: Meaning in Context
Presuppositions
A sentence A presupposes a sentence B =
the truth of B is taken for granted whenever A is asserted.
One of the tests used to check for the presuppositions underlying sentences involves negating a sentence with a particular presupposition and checking if the presupposition remains true. 
Whether you say
 My car is a wreck or 
the negative version My car is not a wreck, 
the underlying presupposition (I have a car) remains true despite the fact that the two sentences have opposite meanings.

(1) Toby’s children are little brats.
presupposes that? …
Toby has children.

(2) Joan is rich too.
presupposes that? …
somebody other than Joan is rich.

(3) Mathilda finally realized that he wasn’t that into her.
presupposes that? …
he wasn’t that into her.

Distinguishing presupposition from
entailment
If A presupposes B, then the negation of A also presupposes B.
If A entails B, then the negation of A does not (normally) entail B.
Presupposition “survives” under negation, but entailment doesn’t.

(1) Toby’s children ate broccoli for dinner.
presupposes  Toby has children, and  entails that Toby’s
children ate a vegetable for dinner.
(2) Toby’s children didn’t eat broccoli for dinner.
still presupposes Toby has children, but no longer entails
that Toby’s children ate a vegetable for dinner.

Implicatures
An implicature is “extra” meaning (beyond the truth conditions of the sentence), which the speaker intentionally communicates to the addressee.

Alice: I need some help with these invita1ons. Any ideas?
Bob: Paul has really nice handwri1ng.
• Bob’s statement implicates that Paul would be a good person for the job.
Alice: What would Paul be like as a forkli@ operator?
Bob: Paul has really nice handwri1ng.
• Bob’s statement implicates that Paul would be a bad person for the job.

Distinguishing Implicature from Entailment
• An implicature can be “cancelled” by denying it. An entailment
can’t.
A: I’m hungry.
B: There are some sandwiches in the fridge.
Implicature: B gives A permission to eat the sandwiches.
A: I’m hungry.
B: There are some sandwiches in the fridge, but you can’t have them. (implicature cancelled)
A: I’m hungry.
B: # There are some sandwiches in the fridge, but there’s no food in the fridge. (trying to cancel an entailment)







