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Geo 793
Sept 14
Assignment:
Choose BIA close to where you live or where you are often at
Locate the boundaries (most north/south/east and west)
Indicate location of BIA within the city of Toronto 
Use Yonge and Bloor as references that dissect the city into four quarters
If it’s on yonge, it is central
Attach Map of this BIA
Go to Toronto.ca (don’t use Toronto BIAs by district – must use the map of the specific BIA you have chosen)
Must attach title page(1 point)
Map (3 points) 
Indication of boundary (3 points)
Location within the city (3 points)

Class notes:
Why are cities are worthy of attention?
It is numerical – more than half of the worlds population live in cities and this number keeps growing. 
>80% of Canadian population reside in cities
this means Canada is an urban country.
Cities are seats of power in an economic and political way
Cities are where banks and major financial institutions are located.
Political power is administered from cities
Cities are where citizens and non-citizens start to reclaim their pride. 
Ex: movements to advocate specific rights
More people to attend and participate. 

Filion and Bunting
Sustainability: something that has a good chance to make it in the long-run
most important = environmental sustainability
air pollution and air quality
water quality 
soil contamination 
Uneveness (or differences):
Unevenness that happens within the city
Ex: poor vs. rich
Unevenness between cities
Ex: large cities that are large with strong economical power vs. small cities.
Toronto vs. London 

Uncertainty: 
Ex: the moment we enter the workforce; we will have to change employers throughout our career in order to move up. You never know if the job you have is secure enough. 
We are living in an economy that is globally interactive. We are still affected by things that don’t happen in our city.


Sept 19

Six properties to understand the city
*these properties are common to all cities

1) Production: the reason why cities exist. Cities were initially created in order to accommodate some productive activities that couldn’t possibly take place in the countryside.
ex: centralized government – must be located in one spot, cant be disbursed over many areas
trades must take place in a concentrated place – markets can function in a cities because there is spatial concentration
manufacturing – huge # of workers concentrated in one factory to produce items – this cannot take place in the country side because workers would need to travel long hours to get to this factory. 
Every city must produce something in order to survive because we have to have remuneration to buy our necessities (food, clothing). The city cant produce enough to feed all their population. 
Is essential for the countryside too – they must produce something and be SELF-SUFFICIENT in order to survive. They can provide food and necessities for themselves. 

2) Reproduction: in order for city to survive, the city needs to produce something. In order to produce something, we need a workforce.
the workforce in an essential component because it is essential for production
Every parent needs to have at least 2.1 children to maintain stability in the population. 
Immigration – having people come from other countries to fill jobs
Make sure you have the people, that they are educated, mentally and physically healthy. 

3) Proximity: people like to live in the city because lots of things are relatively close buy.
price of land in city is higher than in country side, when there is a high demand, prices tend to go up
allows us to save money, the shorter the distance, the less money we spend. 
Allows us to save time – the more time you spend commuting, the less time you have for leisure activities. 

4) Capitalization: we invest money hoping we maximize the use of the space and increase our return of investment. 

5) Place: sense of place – the motion that people have with respect to particular places. Positive feeling of attachment and feeling of repulsion of places.
individual feelings – we develop good or bad feelings about a space
ex: attachment to the city we were born 
social sense of space: develops based on what we are fed by the media
ex: some places tend to celebrate as good places, places where people like to be. (Distillery district, waterfront)
or bad places like Jane and Finch

6) Governance: every city needs some type of government to run. 
govt needs to provide a common set of services to the residents of the city 
ex: garbage disposal, police force, fire services
we need govt to provide efficient infrastructure:
ex: roads with proper signage, sidewalks, bikelanes
must set by-laws of what we can and can not do in different areas of the city


Before 1945: the inner city
During this period, the downtown core was formed. 
Technology wasn’t as upgraded, there were no condo towers and no skyscrapers. All construction was fairly low
Transportation was not as advanced, everything had to be relatively close
Mixed use of place – residential, work and leisure. 
People of same ethnicity and social class tended to live closer by to eachother

Between 1945 – 1975: metropolitan development
Development of inner suburbs
Population started blossoming during world war 2 (1945) – the baby boomers (1945 – 1965)

After 1975: Suburban Domination
suburban expansion continues to outer suburbs – Markham, Richmond hill
outer suburbs were created from 1975 onwards (not part of Toronto but 7 different municipalities)
the inner suburbs are called inner because they are within Toronto (1 municipality)

Cleveland-Peck: Aboriginal hunting and fishing ground
The European arrival:
1. The French period: Fort Rouille’ (1720 and the fur-trade)
2. The British period (1759 forwards): settlement of the Toronto site


What is left out 
Toronto has been a site for human habitation for 10 000 years: several pre-contact Aboriginal settlements 
Different Iroquoian cultural groups lived in the area we call the GTA
 
Colonization 101 
1787: the Toronto purchase 
Dispossession of indigenous peoples and colonization of the land 
Owning the land vs. taking care of the land and why the difference still matters 
Aboriginals believed that no one owns land 
Europeans wanted to buy land 
 
Caulfield 
The city: inner and outer zones 
Toronto inner zone: 
Distillery 
Holy trinity church 
Regent park 
St. Jamestown 
 

The Distillery 
Pre-industrial phase: Toronto was a service and trade centre 
Mercantile period: when settlements were entrepots or had other role in trade of staple goods
James worts and William gooderham founded one of the towns first industries – a mill to process local grain into flour
Commercial period: regional trade and services amid colonial settlement

Industrial phase: manufacturing develops and society sorts itself by class (1870s-1950s) 
Manufacturing was a big part of its economy.
Completion of railway that enabled west opening markets
Early industrial period = smaller work places, family owned shops, self-employed
Later industrial period = cities first major plants, factories
Factories downtown became scarce – manufacturers chose outlying locations on major rail lines.
Workers moved to new nearby neighbourhoods 
Major rail yards, inner city working class districts, middle-class and industrial suburbs, one-industry towns

Post-industrial phase: manufacturing moves out of the city, globalization, gentrification (1950s to present)
The number of factory workers never outnumbered those employees in management, finance and commerce.
Deindustrialization = declining importance of manufacturing in city economies

Canada had to figure out how to beat competition with US and UK 
Products charged a tariff to enter to country 
This gave a boost to manufacturing, now we have a manufacturing market 
Around this time was the time that the distillery district was able to 
Now the distillery district is used for completely different purposes 
 
Holy Trinity Church 
One of six churches built in 1840s 
Eaton's and the corporatization of the land around Trinity Church(1960s-1970s)
Church placed in a low-income neighbourhood surrounded by houses
Few decades later, houses were gone and factories were placed 

Urban Change 
Shifts in 
Urban form 
Shape of city changes 
Urban function 
Form of building remains the same, use of the building is the function that changes 
Urban meaning 
How people understand particular spaces 
 
Regent Park and Modernism 
Former neighborhood was removed 
Streets were closed and replaced with pedestrian paths 
Regent park was mono-use (residential) 
Design was utilitarian with efficiency getting preferred to decoration 
Subsidized apartments 
 
Why did Regent Park fail? 
The project was built disconnected from its surrounding context 
It resulted in a parody of modernism 
 
Moderism: a new science of urban slide** 
movement born in Europe in the 1920s
response to the effects of industrialism on city fabrics
aimed at replacing slums with healthy and efficient lower-cost housing and promoting a more egalitarian urban society. 

Anti-modernism
mixed-uses are better than mono-use 
Older urban districts are a necessary element in a vibrant city 
High concentrations of people and activities bring life to cities 
 
Post-modernism and Regent Park Revitalization 
Public and private investments 
Social mix 
Mix of uses 
New streets to tie the neighbourhood  back into the city's grid 
 
St. Jamestown 
An example of dialogue in urban forms
Modernism (good housing for the working class) 
Corporate property capital (earning profits from urban space) 
 
Conclusion 
City fabrics as reflective of the urban economy 
Urban space is also shaped by corporations 
City fabrics tend to be transitory (buildings aren't forever) 
Modernism and post-modernism have both influenced city fabrics 
 
Yonge street 
Yonge street is Toronto's main street 
The remaking of Yonge-Dundas: tensions between economic growth and preservation 
The pro-development mood of the 1960s 
 
Remaking Yonge-Dundas 
The reform movement in the 1970s:neighborhood preservation over uncontrolled development 
Reformers take City Council in 1972 
Mayor Crombie 
 
Eaton Centre 
Down-zoning of Yonge and the scaling back of Eaton Centre (1977) 
How Eaton Centre has affected the other businesses and retailers in the surrounding area 
 
The Moralization of Yonge Street? 
Bad reputation of Yonge Street 

Revitalizing the Yonge street strip
1994 city council plan and its subsequent developments
the 1997 adoption of an official plan for the area and how it got challenged by expropriated owners
the Ontario Municipal Board hearings and following decision

Redevelopment and Gentrification
Social Mix: create socioeconomically diverse urban areas

History of social mix planning
social mix in 1840s Britain – the goals of social harmony and cost-efficiency
post-war Britain and the US: social mix planning as the tool for social stability
Social mix in the 1970s: Jane Jacobs and the reaction to modernism (protect existing neighborhoods from “slum clearance”)

Reform Movement in Toronto (1970) = preservation over development
retreat of social mix in 1980s – neo-liberalism and global economic restructuring
return of social mix in 1990s – new urbanism and smart growth
social mix’s new goal: economic development of cities to attract the “creative class”
creative class = science/technology, entrepreneur, arts/culture, business, law
New approach to redevelopment: 1992 HOPE VI (housing opportunities for people everywhere) project in the US
achieving poverty de-concentration through social mix policies

Social mix in Ontario:
the neo-liberalization of the housing sector by the harris government and its consequences
disappearance of more small and medium sized service providers
entrepreneurialization of large service providers such as Toronto Community Housing Corporation 

TCHC Entrepreneurial approach: Regent Park
emphasis on social mix
adoption of business management style which resulted in increases in evictions
contracting out jobs

Toronto’s socio-spatial transformation and its causes:
continued rapid suburban growth
decline and disinvestment in the inner suburbs
inner city reinvestment (gentrification)

Gentrification in Toronto
upgrading of individual houses and construction of new condos
from inner city to neighbourhoods beyond immediate core
individual initiative to a process involving larger developers and state support
it is a close connection to neo-liberal inspired urban policies
ex: distillery district, liberty village

who are Toronto’s condofiers?
young 24 – 40 years old
highly educated
couples or singles with no children
employed full-time
above average income

Gentrification and its contradictions
gentrification relies on selling Toronto as multicultural, diverse and inclusive city
yet it has resulted in more homogenous, highly exclusive and less diverse city.
Displacement of certain groups and communities results in a space that is neither inclusive nor open to diversity

Who belongs to the revitalized space?
typical cond-dweller:
white
able-bodied
heterosexual
middle to upper class

How are condos advertised:
women as potential consumers: downtown condo living is the best way for women to enjoy life at its full
womens bodies are representing condo development or as commodities to be possessed


Oct 5: 
Article: August
social mix = approach that strives to create neighbors that consist of a diverse, social economic groups
heterogeneous neighbors

Oct 24
Neoliberalism in Ontario
no party in the federal government is not neo-liberalist.
Started when the Harris government was elected in 1995 and re-elected in 1999
He resigned as premier because of scandals in 2001
Common sense revolution = reduce taxes, cut welfare state, adaopt a business approach to government.
Neoliberalism = 
Personal responsibility and initiative – everyone is responsible for their own fails and successes
Deregulation – regulations to be gradually eliminated
Privatization – things to be managed by the public sector rather than the government
Ex: highway 407, LCBO
Liberalization of markets – instead of having regulation on the markets, make the market be able to regulate itself
No import rules/tariffs
Downsize on governments
Cutbacks to the welfare state – welfare teaches people to lazy

Provincial Policies (starting 1995 after Harris got elected)
Drastic welfare cuts
Amalgation of Toronto – Scarborough, North York, Etobicoke (became part of Toronto)
Reduction in number of provincial social service positions – 
Introduce workfare as substitute of welfare state
Loosening of planning restrictions – ex: zoning bylaws
Deregulation of province environmental regime
Underfunding of education
Monitoring harassment of civil society organizations – social activists are being monitored by police officials

Toronto Neoliberalism
Mel Lastman (elected mayor is 1997)
Lastmans neoliberalism
Law and order and tax-cut agenda
Support for police forces
Decrease of property taxes
Rewriting of city’s official plan
Eliminate zoning
Restructuring of workings of local administration – cutting positions that were inefficient or not needed
Crackdown on marginal population – illegal panhandling

Neoliberalism and urban citizen
Neoliberalism has impacted the understanding of urban citizenship by transforming the citizen (member of a community) into a client (individualized subject)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Neoliberalism: there is not community, the only success you have is you. You only have yourself to look after yourselfz
Urban citizen: Since we all live in the same city, irrespective of our religion, ethnicity or gender.. etc., we are all part of the same community and we have a responsibility to help each other because as a community, we are connected.



















Further readings
Understanding Twenty-First-Century Urban Structure
3 themes: these themes impact eachother – they are not just about the modern city
Sustainability
reduction of pollutants – caused the removal of many sources of pollution. Most evident = water quality but many forms of pollution are still high like toxic substances in water
little has been down to alleviate consequences of consumption
Unevenness 
rising inequality within and between cities
loss of well paid manufacturing employment and shrinkage of public sector have resulted in smaller middle class
many now live in poverty
low rate of replacement birth so only urban region with the capacity to attract immigrants will be able to maintain or expand their population
Uncertainty
instability generated by intensification of economic competition.
Ex: future availability of economic conditions and natural resources
Raising fuel prices/falling wages means it will be difficult to maintain current lifestyles.

Urban Transitions:
City development (before 1975)
Reliance on water way and railways
Larger metropolitan areas house high-density offices downtown
High residential occupancy levels, frequent overcrowding
Proximity determined by walking/bus which results in strong central business districts
Metropolitan Development (1945-75)
manufacturing relocated to suburbs
heavy dependence on trucks
baby boom
accessibility expanded by cars and new road networks
Suburban Domination (1975 – 21st century)
concentration of corporate offices are in the core of largest metropolitan
unstable economic performance and health services required by aging population. 
Below replacement birth rate, high immigration levels
Automobiles cause congestion result in further dispersion of activities

Toronto. By: Patricia Cleveland-Peck
John Graves Simcoe – task was to establish a city in the 250,000 acres around Toronto.
Niagara falls = first british foothold in the area
Simcoe chose a new place up north for the new city of Toronto – he changed the name to york but then it was changed back
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