The dystopian novel’s success is generally considered to be dependent upon its ability to effectively criticize out present world through the extension of its consequences represented within the world dramatically devoid of morals in the future (Scharnett 2006). The more precise the writer predicts the future, the better the novel becomes. Oryx and Crake is basically about the power of Science and technology that control almost every aspect of human life, from the social status, human attitude until the destruction of the environment. Atwood writes this novel as she spends a lot of time with several of her relatives who are scientist. She explain, "Several of my close relatives are scientists, and the main topic at the annual family Christmas dinner is likely to be intestinal parasites or sex hormones in mice, or, when that makes the non-scientists too queasy, the nature of the Universe." (Gradesaver.com). 
From her own experience, Atwood brings a few major issues in the novel that might happen in the future, which, mostly already exist in this present time. She says, "It's deeply unsettling when you're writing about a fictional catastrophe and then a real one happens" (Gradesaver.com). Atwood illustrates how the world, the civilization and humanity are destroyed if science and technology are controlled by the wrong person with the wrong moral principles. She instills fear of what may happen if we let the mad scientist have his way with electricity, atomic energy, fossil fuels, lasers or even genetic engineering. Atwood elucidates such prediction specifically through the society’s wide acceptance of class division through gated communities, repeated dismissals of humanitarian concern with respect to genetic engineering (Scharnett 2006) and how the femininity is destroyed by masculinity that is overpowered by science. 

1.0 Class Division
Because the 21st century of this novel is the century of the terrorist and literally murderous competition between the dominant genetic engineering corporations, the future has become even more stratified than our own. People start to become selfish to win the competition. As the result, only those who are beneficial and able to contribute to science and technology will be protected and survive. According to Danette DiMarco, ‘a division of communities and labor is at the crux of Atwood’s construction of Jimmy/Snowman’s early development (2005 quoted from Scharnett 2006). Jimmy/Snowman’s reflection describes a world that had become increasingly anarchic and even feudal. In the novel there are 2 main areas for two different prominent class structures. Jimmy/Snowman is born in the ‘Compound’ area, gated communities wherein the successful and wealthy live to ensure a refuge from another area, the ‘Pleeblands’, which inhabited by the rest of the world, including the addicts, the muggers, the paupers, the crazies (Atwood 27). The people who lived in the Compound have all their requirements and needs looked after without the need to enter the cities and suburbs populated by the allegedly less intelligent, where violence, disease, lack of hygiene and sex market seem to rule; the Pleeblands. The people either live and work in the dangerous ‘Pleeblands’ or the ‘Compound’ run by what can described as quasi-governmental companies who employ their own security measures and who, like Orwell’s vision in 1984, are good at uncovering the dealings of your private life if you begin to question the wisdom of life in the Compound of the purposes to which everyone works (Scarneet 2006). The readers will soon realize that only those who can contribute and bring benefits to the higher community and serve their commercialized technological society will be allowed to live in the ‘good’ area, the ‘Compound’. Therefore, the governing ethic of the compound is utilitarian, which everything is ethically acceptable as long as it is for the good of the compound.  Whereas, those who are poor, lack on intelligence in technology and science will be neglected into the Pleeblands area. The cities of ‘ Pleeblands have been abandoned to the masses by the elite who are protected in corporation compound, futuristic versions of ‘company town’. This emphasizes the power of scientific and technology knowledge during the century that determines life ones will have. In order to have a better life, one needs to have good qualification in both fields. This is evidenced when Crake is identified as a boy-genius at genetic engineering and admitted to Watson-Crick Institute where he trains to become a major player in constructing the future, meanwhile, Jimmy is relegated to the loathed Martha Graham Academy, where the arts and humanities has been prostituted into training schools to market what corporations produce.  Art and humanities are not valued fields of study except for their commercial and/or propaganda applications

2.0 Genetic Engineering 
Oryx and Crake is concerned not with social inequity but with the disastrous consequences of human hubris- specifically, the temptation to play God presented by our unfolding knowledge of the human genome. This characteristic is vividly shown by the antagonist of the novel; Crake. He plays God by creating the ‘Crakers’ who could endure the present environment condition. Crake knows that the normal humankind could not survive in the devastated environment, for example, the burning fossil fuels and by a mushroom population. For this reason, Crake decide to create a species with better chance of surviving in a damaged ecosystem. It is Atwood’s brilliant imagination of Crake’s creatures that make this novel a meaningful dystopian science fiction. Crake’s creatures are engineered to withstand a devastated environment, for example, from the carcinogenic effects of sunlight, air, water and even to the harmful mosquito’s bite with built-in insect repellant. They also have extraordinary digestive system that allow them to recycle their own excrement during the shortage of food. If the science and technology is used to create new creature, instead of trying to heal the environment or help the humankind to survive, it will eventually become the main reason for the destruction of ‘humanity’.
As he deterioration of the environment has led to the extinction of the countless species- which is foreshadowed when Jimmy and Crake used to play a game called ‘Entinctathon’. Atwood is certainly concerned about the rate of animal extinction caused by human activity which thereby, she believes diminishes God’s presence or the ‘expression of God’. Similarly to Crake who like to play God, new creatures are created, mostly by the biotech boys as scientific play. This kind of behavior causes the society to collapse for I think, splicing animals together without any major reasons is extremely unethical. The scientists seem to do it for fun when they are bored just to see what kind of animals they could probably create. There are few species result from the splicing, for example, the ‘rakunk’, a splicing of a skunk and the raccoon to function as a family pet. However, this can become sarcasm from Atwood where millions of homeless dogs and cats are killed each year, therefore, it is ridiculous to clone or splice to create new animals as pet. Thus, the challenge is not creating new animals or species, instead, to foster and ethic in society that prompt people to adopt and shelter creatures in need of loving and safe home (Pacelle 2005). If this is successful, the extinction of animal could be avoided, and the splicing will be unnecessary. There are also other animal such as ‘Snat’, the splicing of a snake and a rat which seem bring no benefits to the people or the environment. Gene splicing is definitely involved an ethical issue, same with cloning.  This phenomenon of splicing makes the reader to pause and think about where all these are leading to- either for the animals and the sense of humanity. In recent years, there are already many big projects regarding cloning where the scientist tried to create new species with better traits. For example, the creation of new species of sheep, named Dolly few years ago. However, it died afflicted by a lung disease that typically occurs in much older sheep. Since her dramatic birth -- and her pitiful decline -- scientists have turned out clones for mice, rabbits, goats, pigs, cows and now cats. Cloned horses and dogs, we are promised, are on the way. But behind every heralded success are hundreds of monstrous failures (Pacelle 2005). Will humans know when to say "enough" to the changes that can be made? This is an ethical question that surrounds genetic engineering that Atwood tries to highlight.  

3.0 Masculine vs. Feminine
In the novel, society no longer value that which is feminine. Literature and art are regarded as feminine, whilst, science and technology symbolizes masculinity. Female and those associated with femininity are seen as weak, unintelligent and valueless (Peason 2006). The only valid lifestyle are those that contribute to society in a malleable way; science is for the elite and intelligent (Pearson 2006). In the novel, Crake is the ultimate masculinity as he is genius in science subject. Meanwhile, Jimmy plays the role as more feminine as he enters a college of arts and humanity. Arts are considered feminine because they are unnecessary and emotional and their only purpose, according to Crake, is to serve a greater biological need (Pearson 2006). Jimmy shows his femininity through his desire to experience love and through the challenges of finding love, meanwhile, Crake being the ultimate male as he only wants the biological necessities of relationship; sexual intercourse. 

“But think what we’d be giving up.” [Jimmy said]
“Such as?” [Crake asked]
“Courtship behavior.in your plan we’s just be bunch of hormone robots.” Jimmy thought he should put things in Crake’s term, which was why he said courtship behavior. What he meant was the challenge, the excitement, the chase. “There’s be no free choice” (Atwood 166).

However, Crake overpowers Jimmy in this argument through his outrageous antics and hard hitting theories, Jimmy is defending his love of art and crake belittles him (Pearson 2006). Crake uses his knowledge of science and technology to go against the importance of art argued by Jimmy. However, Jimmy decides not to say further as he knows, art can never defeat the power of science in the argument given by Crake.

“When any civilization is dust and ashes” [Jimmy] said, “art is all that left over. Images, words, music. Imaginative structures. Meaning- human meaning, that is- is defined by them. You have to admit that.”
“That is not quite all that’s left over.” Said Crake. “The archeologists are just as interested in gnawed bones and old bricks and ossified shit these days. Sometimes, more interested. They think human meaning is defined by those things too.”
Jimmy would like to have said Why are you always putting me down? But he was afraid of the possible answers, because it’s so easy being one of them. So, instead he said, “What have got against it?”
“Against what? Ossified shit?”
“Art.”
“Nothing.” Said Crake lazily. “People can amuse themselves anyway they like. If they want to play themselves in public, whack off over doodling, scribbling and fiddling, it’s fine with me.”
(Atwood 167)

Jimmy being afraid of the scientific arguments shows that how femininity feared masculinity during that period. A part from that, in the argument, Crake sees the art as an entertainment and only purpose to serve the biological one (Pearson 2006). Similarly, in the novel, the feminine characters’ only purpose to serve the needs of the masculine Crake (Pearson 2006). This is how Atwood deliver her important message on how masculinity overpowers the femininity by making the woman (feminine) work for them (masculine) with the power of science and technology. 
Jimmy is a ‘word person’ in the novel. He is a kind who likes to read, write and appreciate literature. However, in the world where science is the king, art and artistic pursuits have been suspended by advancing technology. Having good qualification in art cannot guarantee a good job or better future. For that reason, he only works as an advertisement man for self-help product before Crake hires him to become the leader of the advertisement campaign for BlyssPlus product. This shows that the only way he can be a valid member of society is to become a slave to science (Pearson 2006). This again, represents the overpowering of science and masculinity over the arts and femininity (Pearson 2006). Jimmy works under Crake who are more superior which again shows Jimmy’s femininity. 
In addition, Crake as well uses Oryx to deliver the BlyssPlus around the world. This might be the way for Crake to totally destroy feminine. For him, beauty and sex is part of femininity which is evil and unimportant. Therefore, he creates BlyssPlus to kill the human race, especially the woman; the targeted buyers. The pill is supposed to be the pills that increase beauty and sex which is the common problem within the female. However, if we look closely, the problem seems to be rooted from the male themselves. Because of a high demand from man that see beauty and appearance as vital in woman, the woman then feel obliged to be one in order to survive. Crake also feel that the sexual frustration also leads to violence and art. For that reason, he decides to diminish them.  
Crake as well denies love and affection. He feels that emotions and feeling towards others are just chemical imbalance. (Pearson 2006). This can be seen when his feeling towards Oryx is purely sexual; there is no affection and tenderness in them. According to Dunning (2005, quoted from Pearson 2006), “Crake’s analysis of ‘love’ resonated closely with Freud’s. As Snowman suggests, it is a matter of mastery: ‘Falling in love, although it is resulted in altered body chemistry and was therefore real, was a hormonally induced delusional state, according to him [Crake]. In addition, it was humiliating because it put you at a disadvantage, it gave the love object too much power.” From this quotation, we know that Crake is ultimately masculine that he is too arrogant to be conquered by other element, including love. He loves to be in control and his feeling is never an exception.
Crake sees Oryx as a sex slave to fulfill his desire and a mother figure to take care of the ‘Crakers’. According to Ingersoll (2004), Crake appropriately constructs Oryx as a variety of Mother Goddess, bringing together the only two version of the female in the economy of his desire- a mother or whore. Meanwhile, Jimmy sees Oryx as an icon of desire (Ingersoll 2004). This difference shows that how the knowledge of science could destroy an element that actually makes us a human; feelings, which consequently turning us to become inhuman.

I think, this novel successfully plays its roles as a warning, satire and even an intellectual exploration. The readers can enjoy an extraordinary storyline, at the same time learning the messages that Atwood tries to deliver. It does not only tell us what the writer is critiquing in today’s society, but also we know what she recommends to avoid such a nightmare in the future. From this essay, I could say that Atwood’s central message is that the powerful biological technology in the hands of deranged man could be dangerous. The knowledge of science and technology could not only destroy the unity between humankind by stratification of the society, but also cause the corruption of moral and ethical through genetic engineering as well as destroying humanity within the people. This novel makes the readers to question, ‘Can we stop?’, and even more frightening, ‘Have we gone too far?’.
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