Ritual – 4

· Patterned, recurring sequence of events may be termed ritual: a patterned, recurring sequence of behaviors 
· Religious ritual: ritual that involves the manipulation of religious symbol 

The basics of ritual performance 
· Resembles a play 
· Society’s worldview 
· Basic religious practices are ritual and myths 
· Ritual is often based on myth
· Public rituals entire community is involved 

Prescriptive and Situational Rituals 
· Prescriptive rituals: are rituals that required to be performance 
· Performed because need of an individual or community 
· Situational rituals: a ritual that arises as needed frequently in times of crisis or crisis rituals: a ritual that arises spontaneously frequently in times of crisis (going of to war) 

Periodic and Occasional Rituals 
· Regular basis 
· Periodic rituals: A ritual that is performed on a regular basis as a part of a religious calendar 
· Calendrical rituals: A ritual that is performed on a regular basis as a part of a religious calendar
· Occasional rituals: A ritual that is performed when a particular needs arises
· Sunday morning church (prescribed + periodic)

A survey of rituals 

Technological rituals 
· Technological rituals: attempt to influence or control nature 
· These events affect the vey survival of a people 

Hunting and gathering rites of intensification
· Hunting and gathering rites of intensification: to influence nature in the quest for food 
· Lack of rain 
· Rituals accompany the preparation of the soil, planting of seeds 
· Fertility is a central theme, sprouting, crops, birth of wild animals 
· Nuliajuk, mother of the sea, control all the animals 
· Placing fresh water into the mouth, of a dead seal before its butchered, likely to return again as another seal and feed the other seals in the ocean

Protective rituals 
· Protective rituals: A ritual that is performed at the start of, or during, a dangerous activity to protect the participants or to protect the community against disaster. 
· Protect the safety of the people who are involved in dangerous tasks 
· Rituals that seek information are referred to as divination rituals: a ritual that is used for the purpose of divination

Social rites of intensification 
· Ideological rituals: serve to maintain the normal functioning of a community 
· Proper behavior; define good and evil, moral and immoral 
· Social rite of intensification: a type of ideological ritual that functions to reinforce the belief system and the values of society (very familiar, prescribed and periodic and include the weekly Sunday morning church) 
· Also include major annual rituals, funeral rituals 
· Enemies may take advantage of both the lack of strong leadership 

Offering and sacrifices 
· Is to communication with the deity 
· Prayer, another is through offerings and sacrifices 
· Offerings: economic exchanges designed to influence the supernatural
· Sacrifices: A gift designed to influence the supernatural in which an animal is killed
· All other gifts are offerings 

Human sacrifice 
· Life of the sun was about to end 
· The sun needed: blood 
· Techniques, decapitation, drowning, strangulation, shooting with arrows, combat 
· Priest would cut through the victim’s chest 
· Heart, offered the sun nourishment 

Therapy rituals and Healing 
· Anthropological study of medicinal plants is part of study of ethnobotany 
· Rituals that focus on curing are called therapy rituals 
· Navaho importance balance and harmony 
· The healers are usually men 

Anti-therapy rituals 
· Anti-therapy rituals: rituals that bring about illness, accident, or death. 
· Behavior is clearly antisocial 
· Sorcerer takes something connected to the victim, piece of clothing, places it in a bundle, recites a spell, puts the bundle in cold muddy ground 
· Best known is bone pointing, sharpens one end and drills a hole in the other, takes a string of the victim’s hair, puts it through the hole and points the bone at the victim
· Muscles twist involuntarily, begins to moan, refusing to eat, keeping aloof from the daily affairs, death is a matter of short time

Salvation rituals 
· Salvation rituals: focus on the religious experience of an individual 
· Spirit possessions, sometimes permanent 

Revitalization Rituals
· Are associate with revitalization movements 
· Elimination of alien customs and a return to the native way of life 

Rites of passage 
· Rites of passage: a ritual that occurs when an individual changes status, serving to legitimize the new status and to imprint it on the community’s collective memory. 
· Positions is known as a status (ex: mother, can occupy more than one status)
· Making these changes can be difficult for the individual 
· Person moves from one category to the next, the event may be marked by ritual 
The structure of a rite of passage
· Anthropologist identify three phases in the typical rite of passage
· First separation: phase the individual is removed from his or her former status, abrupt separation of the individual from the community 
· Second step: transitions phase the first phase of a rite of passage in which an individual is removed from his or her former status
· Final phase: which the individual is reintroduced to the community in his or her new status 

Coming-of-age rituals
· Coming-of-age ritual
· Transition, childhood to adulthood (menarche = first period) 
· Boys are more elaborate 
· Through the ritual as a group 
· Short serration and incorporation phases 

Transition and liminality 
· Initiates within this transition period are said to be in liminal state 
· Age grade: is a specific status defined by age

U.S secular rites of passage
· Secular rites
· Other non religious activities 
· Basic military training
· Major difference between military training and tribal coming-of-age rituals. After completing military service, the individuals often return to the status they occupied before induction and undergo a period of readjustment during which they discard their military identity. 

Alterations of the human body

Tattooing and other permanent alterations
· Served mark of social identity
· Other times, way to express dissatisfaction with the social order, distance oneself from the mainstream society
· May be for religious purpose 
· Closely related is cicatrization or scarification (dark skin people tattoos would not show so they do this)
· White teeth as resembling the teeth of animals 
· Foundry, teeth knocked out, filed as shapes of sometimes even blackened 

Genital cutting 
· Circumcision: removal of the foreskin of the penis
· Often with the formal naming of the child (8 days old in Jewish culture)
· For girls only naming portion if performed
· Subcinsion: underside of the penis is cut and the uretha slit 
· Prevent sexual intercourse and requirement for marriage, wound is reopened by or for sexual intercourse 
· Female cutting may be done at adolescence as a part of a rite passage, often performed much earlier 
· Genital cutting is an essential element in many religious practices 

Pilgrimages 
· Navaho live midst of the landscape creation 
· Religious are associate with sacred places that are mentioned in their religious stories 
· Religions are associated with sacred of places that are mentioned of their religious stories 
· Journey to a sacred place if often referred to as a pilgrimage 
· Pilgrimage may have achieved a new status or position in the community

Religious obligations 
· Christian says grace before eating a meal 

Tabu
· Objects and people may be off limits are said to be tabu
· Things that are tabu and considered sacred 

Jewish food laws
· Kashrut: Jewish food law regarding what foods can and cannot be eaten, and how food must be prepared
· Permitted food are halal and prohibited are haram for Hinduism 
· Kosher eating only land mammals that have cloven hoofs and chew their cud 
· Eating pork is not allowed 
· Shocket: slaughter their throat with perfectly Sharpe blade the most humane method 

Menstrual tabus 
· Menstrual tabus, time in a menstrual hut, refraining from cooking or eating certain foods, restricting contact with males, separate women from men and are seen as protecting men from possible pollution
· Menstruating women may not enter a shrine or mosque, and may not play, fast, or touch or recite the Qur’an 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Must refrain from sex and complete a ritual washing before she is considered clean again
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