Religious specialists – 6

· Rituals are performed by most or all of the adult members of the community however some have a special ability to contact the supernatural 
· Small-scale societies with relatively simple technologies  no clear distinction between religious and non-religious activities 
· Religious activities are interwoven with secular activities  this is reflected in the lack of full-time religious specialists 
· Full time, specialized religious statuses usually do not exist in such societies, because these societies do not produce the surplus of food that is necessary to support full-time specialists
· Part-time specialists, people who earn living while hunting, farming and are called to perform a ritual when necessary
· In larger and more complex societies, we see the development + religious specialist who are full-time and make income primarily from the performance of religious rituals 
· TWO MAJOR CATEGORIES = Either shamans or priests 
· Not mutually exclusive categories but rather ends of a continuum  a practitioner that we classify as a priest might perform some functions that are more characteristic of a shaman (the reverse is also true) 

Shamans 
· Distinction between shaman and priest is not always clear 
· Shaman receives his or her power directly from the spirit world
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Acquires status and abilities, such as healing, through personal communication with the supernatural during shamanic trances or ASC
· Through personal communication with the supernatural 

Defining Shamanism 
· Different ways by different people 
· Term shaman comes from Tungus language of Central Siberia
· Refers to the religious specialist who use handheld drums and spirit helpers to the members of their community healing the sick, divining the future, and ensuring success in the hunt 
· A crucial element of shamanism= Direct contact and communication with the supernatural through trance, the use of spirit helpers, the use of specific culturally recognized and transmitted method and paraphernalia, and a socially recognized special position for the shaman
· Usually part-time (unlike priests who are full-time)
· Authority of shaman lies in their charisma and ability to heal 
· Relationship between a shaman and the community is personal one 

Becoming a shaman 
· Shamans frequently are chosen by spirits to become shaman 
· Call comes in a dream or trance 
· A person may also deliberately seek as call through an ASC  this is most frequent in societies where shamans receive some degree of social authority 
· Being shaman is so difficult 
· Do not usually seek a call comes through a dream, trance or recovery from an illness
· They are marginalized 
· Individual may be reluctant to act on the call
· Spirits call during difficult time o their lives – under periods of stress, illness, accident, possession or NDE
· “Wounded healers” driven to be shamans by their own illnesses, possibly including psychosis or possession 
· Shamanic initiation often includes idea that spirit eat, dismember, or kill person before that person can be reborn shaman
· Period of training by older shaman 
· Purpose of training = Learn how to make contact with supernatural  and how to manipulate the supernatural world in order to achieved some specified end 
· May include period of seclusion, fasting, and taking hallucinogens
· Main goal is to learn to enter into and control the experience of an altered state of consciousness 

The shamanic role and rituals
· Ritual is the only means for contacting and establishing a relationship with a supernatural entity – it is not an end in itself 
· Success is not in the shaman’s ability to memorize and perform rituals, but in her ability to successfully establish contact and some measure of control over the supernatural 
· CENTRAL ROLE = control of spirit helps and the ability to enter ASC
· Illness is often seen as a soul loss and the shaman is called to recapture the patient’s soul through mystical flight 
· May be private consultation or major public ritual 
· Public ritual—common for it to be dramatic and theatrical
· Drumming, singing and dancing and elaborate costumes 
· Shamans operate in the realm of the supernatural, which others are unable to perceive 
· Shaman between the realm of the natural and supernatural 
· Three worlds, linked by central +vertical axis (axis mundi)
· Humans living in a middle zone between upper and lower world
· Ladder, pole or tree is often used to represent the axis
· Common gender transformation 
· Seen as being an activity of witchcraft today so more secretive + private
· Shaman is called to guide the dead to the other world 
· Regarded with some suspicion because they same powers that enable them to cure sickness could also be used to call it 
· Priests do not have this same ability and so are not viewed with the same concern 

Siberian Shamanism
· Can communicate with spirits to learn what they want 
· Dispel a disease causing spirit or retrieve a lost soul 
· Has spirits familiars or animal soul that help the shaman’s work 
· Help ensure successful hunt 
· Shaman contacts the spirits of an animal species and makes a deal with them
· The animal spirit will supply humans with food, and the humans will eventually supply the spirits with human flesh and blood
· This is one cause of human sickness and death 

Korean Shamanism 
· Shamans can be found in industrial societies 
· Long history of shamanism in Korea
· Moved from being a prominent, public institution to being a more private, secretive activity 
· Most shamans are women
· Now being recognized as an important part of Korean culture – many aspects of shamanistic ritual, such as songs and dances, are being publically performed for entertainment 
· Shamans are chosen by the spirits 
· Women who have experienced some type of psychological stress in their lives are especially vulnerable 
· Called to perform shamanic rituals or a number of reasons  guide the dead to the otherworld, cure illness, for divination and to ensure the good fortune of the family and community 

Pentecostal Healers as shamans 
· Use the term shaman in a broad sense 
· Religious practitioners united states exhibit some of the same futures 
· Pentecostal faith healers 
· Altered state of consciousness are achieved through the use of rhythmic speech and music
· Preacher, person’s head with oil and recites incantations, rubs the head torso, back or legs 
· Called the supernatural in this case God 
· Called by dreams and visions
· Holy spirit is believed to possess both the healer and the patient, which can lead either one of them to convulse suddenly or begin to speak in tongues

Neoshamanism 
· Growing interest in shamanism, united states an Europe 
· Those who use techniques like those proposed by Casteneda and Harner as known as neoshamans 
· Core shamanism: the near universal methods of shamanism without a specific cultural perspective 
· Neoshamanism is focused on an individual, self-help means of improving one’s life 
· Focus on what they consider to be the positive aspects of shamanism 
· Shamanism is focused on helping the community 
· Chosen but may resist the class because of the dark side of shamanism the neoshamans often ignore  
· Shamanic trance is often described as terrifying experience, and shamans are often marginalized and feared because of their ability to do great evil 
· Criticism accuse neoshammanism of cultural imperialism, neocolonial attitudes and perpetuating racist stereotypes of indigenous people 

Clown Doctors as Shamans 
· Western medicine, criticized, focusing only on the physical disease and neglecting the patients illness experience 
· Address the issues, clown pediatric hospitals 
· These clowns have many similarities with traditional shamanic healers 
· Distract patients during painful procedures 
· Similarities between shamans and clown doctors, both wear unusual costumes and both are viewed with some ambivalence
· Use of puppets by clown doctors is reminiscent of shamanic spirit helpers
· Shamanistic rituals reinforce social roles and can be therapeutic for families struggling to cope with an illness and disorder 

Priests 
· Priests are full-time religious specialists associate with formalized religious institutions 
· Full time because of the more complex food producing societies 
· A society will contain, priest of shamans but rarely both 
· Representative of the community and responsible for the performance of prescribed rituals 
· Performs rites of passage such as birth and death rituals, weddings
· Performing rituals in the event of disaster and illness
· Articulated in social rites
· Skill is based on leaning ritual knowledge and sacred narratives and on knowledge of how to perform these rituals for the benefit of the community 
· Failure of the ritual to work is not necessarily the fault of the priest  might be due to the will of the deity who has made the decision 
· Reinforcement of the belief system and the established ethical code  social rites of intensification 
· Individuals personify the image of the ideal person
· Models ethics and morality in their communities – held up to higher standards 
· Priest fails to live up to these standards, the significance is much greater 
· Training of a priest usually involves memorization of vast amounts of knowledge 
· Become priests for a variety of reasons, inherited responsibility  passed from father to son 
· Conclusion of training the priest is formally recognized as a religious authority by the community through a rite of passage, such as ordination
· Also may have received a divine call, sometimes in dreams, visions, or trances, some societies a person becomes a priest after being cured of an illness 
· Although a priest may connect with the supernatural through visions and trances, this ability is NOT AS IMPORTANT AS the priest’s ability to memorize and perform rituals in the proper manner 

Okinawan Priestesses
· Southwest of the main islands of japan
· ALL religious specialists are women
· Only known society in which women lead a mainstream, official, publicly funded religion that is practiced by both sexes 
· Kimanichu 
· Semihereditary role 
· Each clan has a certain number of positions that can only be filled by female members of the clan 
· Passed from mother to daughter 
· Told of illnesses 
· Kimanichy = minor illnesses that generally involve some sort of bleeding or bodily rupture 
· Yuta = serious psychological, physical or social dysfunction

Eastern Orthodox priests 
· Many fall within the definition of priests 
· Usually assigned to particular churches 
· Complex hierarchical organizations
· Head of the religion is the bishop
· Specialists are called priests – usually assigned to particular churches and are responsible for the performance of rituals 
· Deacons – assist the priests in the performance of rituals and work under their direction  
· Perform rituals 
· Individuals separate themselves from the everyday world and spend their lives as monks and nuns 
· Lives various types of isolated communities 
· Bishops are celibate but men who are already married may become priests and deacons, death of their spouse they cannot remarry 
· Primarily involved with the performance of social rites  

Healers and diviners 
· Healer refer to a priests or shaman
· More specialized healers 
· Practices are similar to those of U.S medical practioner 
· They may set bones, treat sprains with cold, or administer drugs made from native plants other materials  
· Herbalist: specialist in the use of plant and other material, prescribe the materials to be administered or may provide the material as prescribed by healer or diviner.
· Many programs have been developed in Africa to train native healers in medical techniques 
· Diviner: is someone who practices divination  a series of techniques, activities that used to obtain information about things that are not normally knowable. Usually focuses on very practical questions.
· May include things that will happen in the future, things that are occurring at the present time but at a distance, and things that touch the supernatural, such as the identification of witch 
· Interpretation of natural phenomena or some activity  turning over of cards 
· Enter an ASC and while in that state, obtain the requested information
· Focus on practical questions  what is a good time to plant my crop? Will my investment pay off? Whom should I marry? 
· Very important type of information is the cause of illness
· Diviner provides the diagnosis and the healer provides the cure 

Prophet 
· Is a mouthpiece of the gods
· Role  = Communicate the words of will of the gods to his or her community and act as an intermediary between the gods and the people 
· Shamans may occasionally function as prophets 
· The Nuer believe that prophets are chosen by a god are then able to predict the future, cure the sick, ensure the fertility, influence growth of a good crop

Conclusion
· Religious specialists often are the main repositories of religious knowledge, retelling key narratives, manipulating religious symbols, and entering into altered states of consciousness through their ritual practices 
· Play a key role as mediators between the natural and supernatural worlds
· Conceptions that people have of the nature of the gods influence the character of the rituals that will be directed towards the gods
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