Mythology – 2

· Myths: religious narratives or stories that provide the basis for religious belief and practices. Tell of the origins, and history of the work and the creation of the first human beings. 
· Prescribe rules 
· Written texts
· Oral narratives, art, music, dances

The nature of myths 
· Questions the existence and meaning of disaster illness and death 

Worldview 
· The way in which societies perceive and interpret their reality is known as their (worldview)
· To better understand we can compare the world view of two cultures 
· Clear that the world was created for the benefit of human kind 

Stories of the supernatural 
· European in origin published snow white in 1823
· Perhaps the queen believes that by eating the remains or her rival, the elements of beauty in Snow White will pass to her 
· Provides a moral lessons 
· Contains supernatural elements (magical mirror) 
· Story does not relate the actions of an gods
· Folktales: stories such as this one are meant to entertain
· Places in a fictional world 
· Contain a moral 
· Legends: are seen by members of the culture as representing events 
· Have actually taken place in the recent past  (migration, wars, heroes, ghosts, saints)
· May or may not include supernatural elements 
· Urban legends: stories that have really happened. 
· Primarily on internet or in tabloids 
· Ex: strangers giving out poisonous candy at Halloween

Myths
· Myths: sacred stories tell the origin of the world and humankind, the existence and activities of gods and spirits, related human traditions and societies values and norms. They tell us how to behave and distinguish good from evil. 
· Stories from bibles are myths 

The nature of Oral texts
· Texts are recited 
· Consequences of the oral transmission of stories altered with each generation 
· Ex: Qur’an 
· Because printing presses produce millions of copies of this text, all identical in content, the exact text not only is found throughout the world, but also transmitted unchanged generation after generation
Genesis 
· Many written texts have their origins in oral narratives 
· Frequently incorporate more than one version of a particular story
· Man has been used in bibles to represent both men and women
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The new version of the bible, called todays new international version (TNIV), also uses gender-neural language 
Understanding myths 

Approaches to analysis of Myths 
· Are myths literal or symbolic?

Searching for myths origins in the nineteenth century 
· Progression fro magic to religion to science 
· Anthropologist no longer believe in such an evolutionary progression or that cultures can be classified as primitive or civilized 
· Compared myths found in many different cultures, looking for common elements from which they could reconstruct as assumed “original form” of myth from which all others had derived. 
· That no single myth exists cross-culturally 
· Because if myth came from ritual, where did ritual come from?
· Approach to myth encouraged looking beyond the text and seeing the connection that myths have to the culture in which they are found

Fieldwork and functional analysis
· Franz Boas thought that mythology could almost be read like an autobiography written by culture itself
· Malinowski wrote that myths are seen as a force to help maintain the society 
· Myths, as we shall see, is not symbolic but a direct expression
· Narrative resurrection 
· Myth is thus a vital ingredient of human civilization; it is not an idle tale, but a hard-worked active force, but a pragmatic charter of primitive faith and wisdom
· Myths justify and explain religious rituals as well as social and moral rules 

Structural analysis 
· Focuses on the underlying structure of myths
· The division of the world into binary opposites can be seen cross-culturally in myths 
· Structural analysis focuses on the structure, not content, of religions narratives 
· Critics of structuralism = dehumanizing + complicated

Psychological symbols in myths 
· Sigmund Freud + Carl Jung 
· Freud describes various psychological defense mechanisms (projection) 
· Freud emphasizes the importance or early childhood experiences 
· Narrative most associate why the psychoanalytic approach is the Greek story Oedipus, the man unknowingly kills his father and marries his mother (Freud deep psychological conflict experienced by all boys) 
· Carl Jung something is beyond the individual unconscious and Jung believes that humans group shared a collective unconscious: inborn elements of the unconscious that are manifested in dream and myths, which the main characters are termed archetypes.

Common themes in myths 

Origin myths 
· Answer some of the most basic questions that humans have: who are we? Why are we here? 
· Most sacred of the religious narratives 
· Common elements is the birth metaphor (when the supernatural power doing the creating is a female, this is generally a spontaneous and independent birth, supernatural power is male, the birth is more symbolic) 
· The myth can also be seen as a reflection of the life cycle of maize that began as a seed under the ground and then emerges onto the surface of the earth 

Apocalyptic myths 
· Myths tell of the catastrophe destruction of the world 
· Freud think this is related to a dream 
· Wee see cycle of creations and destructions
· People were disobedient, that the gods destroyed the world 
· Some involve predictions of future events 
· Revelations is the basis for many new religious movements as individuals interpret modern-day happenings as being those foretold in the myth

Trickster myths
· Serious matters, others tell of lesser things, explanations of way thing are the way they are, how people should and should no behave 
· Trickster is found in stories from all over the world 
· Often part human, part animal 
· Trickster is responsible for creating or bringing into the world many elements, such as fire of the sun 
· Tricksters are also transformers 
· Frequently Raven is caught and destroyed, long as any piece remains, he is able to reconstitute himself, for Raven is immortal 

Hero myths
· The title refers to the fact that although there are thousands of different stories involving heroes throughout the world, they all follow the same basic story line, what Campbell calls the manomyth 
· Myths are central to giving meaning to human life and restore tranquility in modern society
· Sometimes the hero is based on a real person whose story ahs been idealized 
· First stage is departure: Often an orphaned youth
· Second stage: initiation, hero training learns to utilize supernatural tools 
· Third phase: the return, and accomplishes the task
· Hero is responsible for bringing some knowledge to humans 

Mythology -2

B e ——
ek e .

Thensrotme
T s i nd esin o st s nd et

T e oty s )

i g polahd s i 1623

e et e e b £ s ey o

+ Cotan st s (i i)

e

- B e ey b h o s s v
oy e e et (g i e s )

. e
B g o s oy e

7t e s lh i he word nd s he st s s and.
e s e s 1 o o e o
By ek

+ S e s

¢ B

- B g prsepadce s of e st ol e ot s etk
o B o e S v o

G

e —
ey et e e i
R —
el




