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COURSE OUTLINE
principles of sociology

soc 1101 F
DR. ADOLPHINE AGGOR-BOATENG

WINTER 2018
Class schedule:



Monday, 08:30-10:00





Thursday, 10:00-11:30


	



  Room: Monpetit (MNT) 203 
	


Professor’s office hours: 

Monday: 10:30-13:00, 14:30-17:00
Thursday: 12:00-17:00

Office: Faculty of Social Sciences (FSS) 

Room: 10054  
     
Phone: 613-562-5800, Ext. 1316

E-mail:
aaggorbo@uottawa.ca 
All questions sent by email should receive a response within two working days or by the next class if it takes place within the 48 hours following your email. Please note that the professor reserves the right to not respond to an email if the language is not appropriate.
On virtual campus: Yes. To post grades, some of the PowerPoint slides, correspondence with 

students and to facilitate communication among individuals and groups. Lecture notes will not
be posted.

OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION

Introduction to the principal fields, the concepts, and the essential methods of sociological analysis. Sociology and the other social sciences. Critical thinking and techniques of intellectual work. The craft of the sociologist.
GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES

The course will introduce students to the study of sociology as a discipline and also define its scope. As well, it will critically examine the nature of taken for granted social norms in our interactions.
SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the course are to assist students to:

1. explain the purpose of society and analyze issues from a sociological perspective.
2. explain the different sociological theories and apply them in their analysis of social problems.
3. identify sociological problems and provide students with basic insights to do their own analysis.

4. acquire basic skills for making informed decisions in doing research, identifying tools for analyzing research data and ways of disseminating research findings. 

Teaching methods

Class Format

Instruction in the course will involve a combination of lectures, class discussions, videos (if necessary), as well as individual and group activities.  We will have a three-hour lecture twice a week.  Note that class attendance and active participation is necessary to successfully complete this course. You are reminded that teaching and learning is a two-way process.  This process implies that your success in this course requires the professor’s input and your active participation through assigned readings, class attendance and taking your assignments seriously. Your questions are useful in stimulating discussions; therefore ask any questions you may have in class at anytime.  You are also encouraged to do the assigned readings, participate in class discussions, group activities and reflect/comment on the readings.  Speaking up in a large class is sometimes difficult, but you must find courage to voice your opinions.  
Course Requirements and Expectations  

1. Listening and following instructions in class is important.  See the professor if you are unclear about the class procedure. Please, follow instructions in class, and do not set your own rules for the course because it creates problems for both the professor and students.

2. Read the course outline carefully.  It provides information on the course content, lecture schedule, assessment methods, due dates and responsibilities of the professor and students.

3. Students are expected to be punctual, attend all lectures, do the assigned readings for each week, and participate in class discussions/activities to enhance your understanding of the course material. You are responsible for the assigned readings, since we cannot do the readings in class. 

4. We will be discussing some sensitive and controversial topics during the semester. Remember that your opinion is only of the several opinions.  You are expected to show maturity, a scholarly attitude and respect for others’ feelings and their points of view.  

during these discussions. 

5. Show respect for the professor and other students by being quiet in class. Also, turn off all electronic equipment, especially cell phones, before the beginning of each lecture.  To gain from the lectures and class discussions, do not send text messages to others or chat on Facebook, Whatsapp etc. during the lecture period. 

6. DO NOT ask questions or discuss your concerns with me after class for two reasons. One, to protect your privacy since there will be too many students listening to the discussion, which some students do not like.  Two, courtesy demands that I leave the room for the incoming professor to prepare for class.  You may see me outside the class if I do not have any appointment immediately after class, phone in or see me in my office during my office hours to discuss your concerns. As well, the teaching assistants will be available to support you. 

7. This is not an online course.  I cannot give lectures via e-mail.  If you miss a lecture, refer to your course outline for material discussed.  You may also come to my office for further explanation of lecture notes. 

8.  If you have any concerns that threaten the chances of your success in this course, contact me as soon as possible. 
Method of Evaluation and Deadlines

During the semester students will have to: 

During the semester students will: 

1. write two midterm tests.

2. submit a research paper.  Students will be asked to observe social interactions in selected locations and analyze the observed patterns of behavior in these interactions.  A detailed assignment sheet will be posted on Brightspace.  Make sure you refer to the assignment sheet when writing your research paper. Ensure that you understand the requirements of the assignment at least 24 hours before the due date.  

3. attend classes, actively participate in class discussions and group activities, and hand in class assignments when the professor asks you to do so. Participation papers will be collected in class at random (Five times in the semester, and each paper carries one mark).   These assignments are part of your reflections on the course material either individually or in groups, and constitute an important component of your evaluation in the course.
4. write a final examination.

Components of Final Mark

	Evaluation format
	Weight
	Date

	Midterm test 1

Midterm test 2
	20

20
	February 01

March 08

	Research assignment
	15
	March 19

	Participation/attendance
	5
	Five times in the semester

	Final examination
	40
	April 13 – 26  


0.

PLEASE NOTE: 

1. Grades are very important to both students and professors.  If you have any concerns about your mark/grade, please make a written appeal to the professor.  I will not accept any verbal form of complaint.   This approach will help me to better understand your concerns and address them. If you are concerned about the course content or lecture method, see me to discuss them or offer realistic suggestions for improvement of the course. 

2. Work hard to earn a grade that will either enhance your chances of being funded or retaining your funding.  Please DO NOT contact me after the course to change your grade to retain/qualify you for funding or to enter graduate school.  You will not succeed with me. 

3. Those who get high scores in the course are not always sociology majors or 4th year students. Rather, it is those who study the course material, attend lectures regularly and follow instructions in class.

4. I DO NOT accept electronic versions of assignments, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE, as there have been too many problems in the past.  Do not send assignments electronically for date-time stamp evidence to avoid the late penalty.  Print your assignment early enough to make alternative printing arrangements if required. Give me a hard copy and make sure you keep a copy for your records.  I will not accept any excuses for printer failure. If you are unable to submit your assignment on November 21, 2017, please discuss it with be before the due date. Thank you.

5. Test questions are randomly drawn from the readings, class discussions, videos and lecture notes.  DO NOT ask me about specific aspects of the course material that will be covered in the midterm and final examination. It will cover what was studied during the semester.

POLICY ON ATTENDANCE, LATE SUBMISSIONS AND LANGUAGE QUALITY

Attendance is required for the successful completion of this course. Absences must be justified, and unauthorized late arrivals carry a penalty.

Absences from exams and the late submission of assignments must be supported by a medical certificate. See the University policy on this matter.

http://www.uottawa.ca/governance/regulations.html#r36
Absences for any other serious reason must be justified in writing to the professor or to the academic secretariats of the Faculty within five business days following the date of the exam or the assignment deadline. The professor or the Faculty reserves the right to accept or refuse the reason put forward. Justifications such as travel, jobs or the misreading of the examination timetable are not acceptable.

We suggest that you advise your professor as early as possible if a religious holiday or a religious event will force you to be absent during an evaluation.

Late assignments will be penalized 1% for each subsequent day (including weekends) following the due date if justification is not acceptable. Submit assignment in class on the due date. Do not push assignments under my office door.  I will not accept any assignment that is a week late.
You will be judged on your writing abilities. It is recommended to take the appropriate measures to avoid mistakes such as spelling, syntax, punctuation, inappropriate use of terms, etc. 
POLICY ON ATTENDANCE, LATE SUBMISSIONS AND LANGUAGE QUALITY

Attendance is required for the successful completion of this course. Absences must be justified, and unauthorized late arrivals carry a penalty.

Absences from exams and the late submission of assignments must be supported by a medical certificate. See the University policy on this matter.

http://www.uottawa.ca/governance/regulations.html#r36
Absences for any other serious reason must be justified in writing to the professor or to the academic secretariats of the Faculty within five business days following the date of the exam or the assignment deadline. The professor or the Faculty reserves the right to accept or refuse the reason put forward. Justifications such as travel, jobs or the misreading of the examination timetable are not acceptable.

We suggest that you advise your professor as early as possible if a religious holiday or a religious event will force you to be absent during an evaluation.

Late assignments will be penalized 1% for each subsequent day (including weekends) following the due date if justification is not acceptable. Submit assignment in class on the due date in class. Otherwise, deposit them in the drop box at the School of Sociology and Anthropology (FSS 100-05). Do not push assignments under my office door.  I will not accept any assignment that is a week late.
You will be judged on your writing abilities. It is recommended to take the appropriate measures to avoid mistakes such as spelling, syntax, punctuation, inappropriate use of terms, etc. 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

SECTION I: THE FOUNDATIONS: IMAGINING AND STUDING SOCIETY 

Week 1 January 08&11  Course introduction and discussion of course outline 

                                      
  The Sociological Perspective
  Readings: Chapter 1

Week 2
 January 15&17 Sociological Research     

                Readings: Chapter 2

SECTION II: THE BASICS: SOCIETY, SOCIAL LIFE AND YOU

Week 3 January 22&25   Culture

  Readings: Chapter 3
Video: “Cultural Misunderstandings” (Part 1 YouTube) 
Week 4 January 29& February 01 Socialization

        
  Readings: Chapter 4
FEBRUARY 01 MIDTERM 1 (Chapters 1-3)
Week 5 February 05&08 Socialization and Society, Social Structure, and Interaction 
  Readings: Chapters 4&5
Week 6 February 12&15     Families 


         
    Readings: Chapter 6

Week 7 February 19&22   READING BREAK (OFFICE HOURS CANCELLED)

Week 8 February 26&29 Groups and Organizations
               Readings: Chapter 7

SECTION III: SOCIETY, DIFFERENCE AND INEQUALITY 
Week 9 March 05&08 Global Stratification
   

                  Readings: Chapter 10
           MARCH 08 MIDTERM 2 (Chapters 4-7)
Week 10 March 12&15 Gender

                   Readings: Chapter 12
SECTION IV: SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Week 11 March 19&22 Sex, Sexualities, and Intimate Relationships
  MARCH 19: RESEARCH PAPER DUE IN CLASS

Readings: Chapter 13
Week 12 March 26&29 Education


                   Readings: Chapter16
SECTION V: SOCIAL DYNAMICS AND SOCIAL CHANGE

Week 13 April 02&05 Collective Behaviour, Social Movements, and Social Change


                 April 02 (Easter Break. No Classes)

     Readings: Chapter 21


             Video: “Clayoquot Sound 1993” (Youtube)
Week 13 April 09
 COURSE REVIEW

FINAL EXAMINATION MATERIAL (Chapters 10, 12, 13, 16 and 21)
Required Text

Murray, Jane L., Linden, Rick, and Kendall, Diana. 2017. Sociology in Our Times. Seventh Canadian Edition.  Toronto: Nelson.
The text is available at the University of Ottawa Bookstore.  

The text is on reserve in the Morisset Library.

Note: Besides the assigned readings, lecture notes and class discussions are also good sources of information and form part of the test material.
	Resources for you

Mentoring Centre - http://www.sciencessociales.uottawa.ca/mentor/fra/ 

The goal of the Mentoring Centre is to help students with their academic and social well being during their time at the University of Ottawa. Regardless of where a student stands academically, or how far along they are in completing their degree, the mentoring centre is there to help students continue on their path to success.

A student may choose to visit the mentoring centre for very different reasons. Younger students may wish to talk to their older peers to gain insight into programs and services offered by the University, while older student may simply want to brush up on study and time management skills or learn about programs and services for students nearing the end of their degree.

In all, the Mentoring Centre offers a place for students to talk about concerns and problems that they might have in any facet of their lives. While students are able to voice their concerns and problems without fear of judgment, mentors can garner further insight in issues unique to students and find a more practical solution to better improve the services that the Faculty of Social Sciences offers, as well as the services offered by the University of Ottawa.

Academic Writing Help Centre - http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/

At the AWHC you will learn how to identify, correct and ultimately avoid errors in your writing and become an autonomous writer. In working with our Writing Advisors, you will be able to acquire the abilities, strategies and writing tools that will enable you to:

· Master the written language of your choice 

· Expand your critical thinking abilities 
· Develop your argumentation skills 

· Learn what the expectations are for academic writing 

Career Services - http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/careers/

Career Services offers various services and a career development program to enable you to recognize and enhance the employability skills you need in today's world of work. 

Counselling Service- http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/personal/

There are many reasons to take advantage of the Counselling Service. We offer:

· Personal counselling
· Career counselling
· Study skills counselling
Access Service - http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/acces/

The Access Service contributes to the creation of an inclusive environment by developing strategies and implementing measures that aim to reduce the barriers to learning for students who have learning disabilities, health, psychiatric or physical conditions.

Student Resources Centres - http://www.communitylife.uottawa.ca/en/resources.php

The Student Resources Centres aim to fulfill all sorts of students needs.  
SEXUAL VIOLENCE AND HARASMENT

The University of Ottawa does not tolerate any form of sexual violence. Sexual violence refers to any act of a sexual nature committed without consent, such as rape, sexual harassment or online harassment. The University, as well as student and employee associations, offers a full range of resources and services allowing members of our community to receive information and confidential assistance and providing for a procedure to report an incident or make a complaint. For more information, visit 
www.uOttawa.ca/sexual-violence-support-andprevention.




	Beware of Academic Fraud!

Academic fraud is an act committed by a student to distort the marking of assignments, tests, examinations, and other forms of academic evaluation. Academic fraud is neither accepted nor tolerated by the University. Anyone found guilty of academic fraud is liable to severe academic sanctions.


Here are a few examples of academic fraud:
· engaging in any form of plagiarism or cheating; 

· presenting falsified research data; 

· handing in an assignment that was not authored, in whole or in part, by the student; 

· submitting the same assignment in more than one course, without the written consent of the professors concerned.

In recent years, the development of the Internet has made it much easier to identify academic plagiarism. The tools available to your professors allow them to trace the exact origin of a text on the Web, using just a few words.

In cases where students are unsure whether they are at fault, it is their responsibility to consult the University’s Web site at the following address: http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/eng/writing_tools.asp « Tools for Writing Papers and Assignments ».
Persons who have committed or attempted to commit (or have been accomplices to) academic fraud will be penalized. Here are some examples of the academic sanctions, which can be imposed:

· a grade of « F » for the assignment or course in question;

· an additional program requirement of between 3 and 30 credits;

· suspension or expulsion from the Faculty.

Last session, most of the students found guilty of fraud were given an « F » for the course and had between three and twelve credits added to their program requirement.

For more information, refer to:

http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/info/newsletter/fraud_e.html
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