Lecture one- Psych 230
The legal system as a social process
· Humans are social creature  we live in communities, our institutions are designed in a social manner and anyone who isn’t social or interact is seen as abnormal
· Maximize prosocial cooperation and minimize antisocial competition 
· We often look out for ourselves, we humiliate and dehumanize others
· Humans attain short term gains from dominating others, cooperation leads to long terms gains that we are not willing to do. 
· we are motivated to promote cooperation and suppress anti social cooperation’s and we have developed as we have moved to larger communities, we have developed mechanisms designed us to be pro social. We have social rules and expectations. 
· We have also developed enforcement mechanisms to make sure people follow the rules and constrain people’s behaviour so they will follow rules. We have added sanctions, punishments to keep people in line 
· Happens in interpersonal relationships, ie in parenting you have rules and consequences. 
· In the legal system we are talking about a broader societal way that is even done at a smaller scale
· We need to understand:
· It is valuable to us understand the legal systems as a social process  know how people think, feel and act. Psych contributes a lot information on these things
· It helps us understand how indivudals react  how we relate to each other
Interdisciplinary understanding of the legal system
· There are many discilpnes contribute: sociology, anthro, philosophy, history and many more
· These give us additional perspective and making sense of it 
· There are typical of real world situations  looking through different lenses.
· Even within in psych, there are various different perspective on how human think, feel and relate.
Major divisions of psych
Gather info 		Understanding	: basic research	intervention: testing and assessment 
Promote change 	Applied research				Treatment

· Clinicians vs academics in psychology
· They haven’t always gotten along
· They think and speak in different languages
· The focus of intervention and focus of research is different. 
· Understanding: primary mechanism is to gather information for knowledge and understanding
· Intervention: fits in promoting change. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Applied research: answering a real-world questions, in trying to understand what mechanism we can have an impact on 
· Mapping of the brain gives us a different measurement tool  allows us to see hwo different areas of the brain are interacting. Ie looking at a criminals brain vs a normal persons in a Fmri, Aggression, etc. for example understanding that aggression could be threat related vs dominance related would help us a lot.
· Cog psych: memory is extremely important, we rely on the recollection people, victims, perpetrators, memory of witnesses. 
· Understanding the limits of memory is helped by cog psych
· Developmental psychology helps us understand that we change as we age, important with sexual abuse cases, how adolescence think and process information, how elderly operate. Developmentalists can tell us when you’re looking at a slice of life what is going on
· Personality psych helps us understand stimulus. Understanding behaviour
· Social psychologists: how we respond and interact with other people becomes important 
Legal system vs research psychology
· People say the two are different perspectives 
· L: precedent – rely on past cases
· Setting precedent becomes important because there is a strong striving for consistency, which is striving for fairness
· You don’t want people getting different punishments for the same thing, you don’t want injustice
· P: innovation and creativity. Its important for the case of fairness to rely on past cases  needed for stable consistent pattern which helps us innovate and creativity. 
· L: decisions are authoritative and hierarchical 
· Decisions are yes or no not maybe, based on the information make the best decision you can
· Hierarchical: higher courts/people/supervisors/judges who are in a position to over turn police. There are people who have the right to tell what to do. 
· P: empirical and data driven. ** decisions in psychology tend to be based on empirical data. **
· L: adversarial method to arrive at the “truth”
· Two sides, making the case  adversarial system
· Back and forth of arguments makes sure the evidence is realistically represented. Challenging arguments is important for fairness. 
· P: experimental method to derive at the “truth”
· We learn what “truth” is by conducting studies, not by arguing about it. 
· L: prescriptive: describes what people should be doing
· We are prescribing things in law.
· P: descriptive: what people do. 
· Preferred approach is describing it, we are not judging, this is the way things are and this is how people are. We don’t call out dysfunctionality, we are not prescribing anything directly
· Misleading in the sense that psychologists don’t have a sense of morality and ethics
· Psychologists can be prescriptive 
· L: ideographic: operated on a case by case basis
· Each case is treated uniquely
· P: nomothetic – uncover general principles and patterns. 
· You have to deal with looking across different cases and figure out what people tend to normally do.
· L: based on the appearance of certainty. 
· Based on the needing to be certain even when you’re not certain
· P: based on probabilistic evidence
· Don’t answer based on 60%, there is variation but its not judgement of guilt. 
· L: reactive- deal with issues brought by others
· Deal with what you’re given in real life situations
· P: proactive- greater control over issues studied
· Have the luxury of dealing with any issue you choose, even issues that don’t exist
· L: operational
· P: Academic based 
· ** these are over generalized** not night and day. 
· Clinicians  a lot of these differences are much smaller.
· They need to be acting on case by case basis
· They have to be reactive
· They have to deal with what they get
· They can’t be proactive, a case comes to them and they have to deal with it
Why these distinctions
** this highlights the distinctions are overstated, they reflect different needs and goals in different areas. Clinicians have different needs and goals
· Different Goals and Needs in the legal system  is a system where people working in the system are forced by circumstances where they are dealing with real situations as they come to them and often they are required to render definitive and fair decisions. It’s the nature of the enterprise, you can’t get away from it. You get what you’re given, and you have to come to some kind of decision.
· Goal is to be fair and consistent in similar situations. We want them to fair and consistent, so people can trust this system to be moral and correct.
· In order to get to the goals, we have developed a hierarchical system where there are levels of authority, and we rely on past precedent to give us consistency, that has to happen by some virtue of authority. 
· There is no room for discretion unless its in punishment. Still not as flexible as academic psychology. 
· 
