8Lecture 5 – Ethical/Moral Relativism

· There is no universal standard throughout space and time regarding ethics
· What is right and wrong or good and bad is based solely on the place and time
· No such thing as right and wrong because everything is right or wrong at time and place
· No such thing as moral progress because moral progress assumes that there is a standard to a way of life when there is not
· Right and wrong depends on the time and how things are done at that time
· Popular for the last 40 years
· French philosophy, 1960s
· Post modernism
· Decline for last 20 years
· No such thing as right and wrong; no such thing as truth
· Truth: Anglo-Saxon = Home
· Ignore the fact/value; is/ought fallacy
· David Hume – Scottish 18th century
· You cannot logically derive an ought from an is
· Moral relativism is the view that ethical standards, morality, and positions of right or wrong are culturally based and therefore subject to a person's individual choice
· The belief that nothing is right or wrong and the definition of right or wrong depends on the view of a particular individual, culture, or historical period

Anthropology
· Science (Facts)
· Philosophy (Religion)
· Values 
· International business (globalization) is when moral relativism becomes an issue
· Child labour 
· Slavery has been around since beginning of civilization
· Great economic idea
· Slave wages: only pay them enough to stay alive

Enlightenment
· Western 17th century and onward
· Equality intrinsic property of people

Child Labour
· People want to be polite and tolerant of differences
· Relativism there is no objective standard

William Sumner – Folkways
· Anthropologist
· A relativist
· Standards of right and wrong are for a particular place and time, and are right merely because they are right
· Everyone has their own standard depending on time and place

Philosophical theories about right or good are based on a delusion or a forgetting of where these philosophies come from, from within a particular culture at a particular time

Kant – (Universal)

Mill
Greatest good for the greatest number

Cannibalism
No position to judge the cannibal because that’s the way he/she does things

William Shaw
· Universal standards for morality
· Naturalism (Utilitarianism): you can derive values (good or bad) from facts; main fact is pleasure
· Violates is/ought problem
· Also there are difference opinions on what is painful and pleasurable
· Intuitionism: just knowing right from wrong without being able to explain why it’s right or wrong
· People don’t all intuit the same behaviours and values 
· Emotivism: knowing good or bad by our feelings
· Empathy 
· People don’t always seem to feel the same way about moral issues
· Reason is taken out of the equation
· Where is there room for rational judgment? 
· We want rational judgment for our actions
· Universal standard based on reason (Kant)
· Reason are where civilized people find their morals
· Pragmatic values: values that make people do what works
· Not all cultural values and ways of doing thing are equal

Universal standard 
· What do you do about it? 
· Is there a sense of obligation to do what you believe is right?
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