Lecture 4 – Divine Command Theory

· Receiving moral instructions from religion

Philosophy of Religion
· Questioning whether there is a God or not

Obedience 
· Debate among religious scholars and atheist: if you get obedience from God, where is there room for free will or reason?
· What place is there for reason and free will in the divine command theory?

Bible – Story of Abraham
· Abraham does whatever God says, whether Abraham thinks it’s wrong or right
· Moral of the story: should not question God; just obey
· Critics of this story say that you should use free will and reason to make decisions as well
· Might is right

Averroes (Ibn Rushd)
· 12th century Spain
· One needs reason in order to interpret religion
· One should not just obey

Thomas Aquinas 
· Patron Saint of Catholicism
· 13th century Rome
· Similar theory to Averroes
· Faith and reason compliment each other
· Reason proves God’s existence
· Faith provides details about miraculous things that reason/philosophy cannot provide (ex. The Trinity)

Spinoza
· 17th century Spain
· Jewish who was excommunicated for his ideas
· The prophets used imaginations
· Considered offensive because it was believed that they were messengers sent by God
· Spinoza believed that they were just sock puppets
· The human mind filters God’s word through reason
· The Gods speak their own language
· Ancient Greeks – Hellenism
· Hermes – wings in his feet (interpret God talk into human talk)

Philosophy of Interpretation
· Hermeneutics: the study of the interpretation of written texts, especially texts in the areas of literature, religion and law
· God’s do not speak human language so there needs to be a translator, which are the prophets
· God’s chooses prophets that have a good mind in order to interpret God’s message
· A more dignified version of what it means to be a prophet
· Spinoza said that the prophets would filter things out so people would only get half the message that God was sending
· Message is half human half God

Kant
· 18th century German
· Very religious
· Wanted a place for reason and free will because they define morality
· We use our God’s gift of reason and free will in order to discover the religious truths

All these philosophers say that you shouldn’t just obey, you should also have reason and free will

Plato/Socrates
· Why obey Gods? What does it mean to be obedient to religion?
· The Euthyphro – Story of a Priest/Scholar
· Proud of his knowledge of religion and very obedient and pious 
· Someone asks him what it means to be pious
· He says that it is good to be pious because God says so
· Socrates says is something good because God says it is or is something good because something is good, which is why God says it is
· There must be a reason God says something is good, if not, then God has no reason to call something good
· Euthyphro responds that it is good because it is good; circular definition
· Pious is part of justice
· Which part?
· How is it different from other things that one could say are a part of justice, courage, honesty
· Euthyphro says it is pious because it is pious; another circular definition
· He continues to say that piety is a trade you make with God
· Get you stuff in return for being obedient (praying, performing, ritual)
· Makes God look like a businessman because business is a form of exchange
· Socrates says that God does not want anything, so why be pious?
· Euthyphro says because God says so
· Socrates was eventually executed in 399 BC

Socratic Method
· Piety and devotion are synonyms, not definitions 
· Socrates did believe in God but he also believed that there has to be a place for reason

Immanuel Kant 
· Professor known for his stories and humour
· Categorical imperative: a way of evaluating motivations for action
· Treat all maxims as universal laws
· Treat all people as ends never as means to an end
· Right not necessarily what is good
· Based on duty, principle, not on consequences
· You never know the consequences
· Deontology

Justice
· A person should receive their due
· If they are not receiving their due then they are not receiving justice
· Formal element of justice
· Debate is on the substantive element: What is their due?
· Justice is a part of the Deontology ethics
· It plays little role is any in consequentialism
· Justice is a principled notion
· Egalitarianism: a trend of thought that favors equality of some sort among living entities

Facts
· 2+2=4
· Factually speaking, people are not equal
· We’re not clones
· Irrespective of the differences, people should be valued as equal

Inegalitarian 
· One who denies or opposes equality between persons
· Deals with facts and values
· Is/ought fallacy: you cannot derive an ought from an is

David Hume
· 18th century Scottish
· Aesthetic values
· Facts about rainbows
· Why would the facts make the rainbow valued as beautiful?


Aristotle
· Believed that people were defined by their function
· Facts of their existence
· People are equal in their differences
· Ex. water wheel
· Have the axel, planks, nails, etc.
· Those parts aren’t equal but they all function equally to make the water wheel go
· Thus they are equal in their differences
· When the king is being the best king he can be and when the slave is being the best slave he can be, that’s equality
· The slave and king are equal in their differences
· Values from the Facts
· Equality like justice is a principled concept
· Equal regardless of your differences
· Justice is blind
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Enlightenment concept of equality: everyone is equal as human beings and we should feel natural empathy or feel everyone’s pain they suffer

Egalitarianism
· John Rawls and Robert Nozick

· Aristotle – function
· Marx – merit
· Capitalist society – people are not receiving justice, not getting what they merit
· Worker gets nothing; owner gets everything
· Communism: abolition of private property
· Equal distribution of goods based on merit

John Rawls
· 1971
· Equal distribution of goods in a capitalist society
· Justice blind
· You have to put yourself in the most just situation in order to decide what justice is
· Ex. babies in heaven
· Veil of ignorance 
· If you have the ability to choose the world without actually living there, you would choose an equal society, equal distribution of goods, equal freedom to do what you want in that society, provided that any excess you acquire goes to the most deserving
· Ex. of capitalism, as long as you tax the rich and give to the poor

Robert Nozick
· Says that taxes are unjust
· He is not for equal distribution of goods
· Why should the one who works give his property to the one who doesn’t?
· Economist Hayek: you can’t know what to give equally to people
· Equal distribution of goods is impossible because it’s not possible to decide what each person deserves
· People who work harder are entitled to their property
· Or who are more talented, or who are more lucky
· Only when you have stolen property, then you should have to give it back

Distributive Justice vs. Entitlement Theory
· Rawls critiqued for not being enough of a gambler, or risk taker
· Rawls – A Theory of Justice (1971)
· Nozick – Entitlement Theory
· James Dwyer – Illegal Immigration
· Although illegal, they participate in the community, so they should receive benefits from the system 
· If you want to fix illegal immigration, fix the working condition that make it attractive to illegal immigrants
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