Magic and Divination – 7

· Magic: as anthropologist use the term refers to activities, usually rituals, by which a person can compel te supernatural to behave in certain ways 

The world of magic
· People can bring about particular outcomes
· May be used for the public good 
· Sorcerers: generally are considered evil figures who deal in matters that are downright antisocial 
· Many others may use magic 

Magic and Religion
· Before separate category from religion
· Today magic is to be a part of religion
· Magic is a logical way of thinking 
· Magic was pseudoscience, based on direct action
· Magic was an early stage that would be replaced by religion
· Religion itself would give way to science 
· Magic is often centered on the needs and desires of an individual 
· Magic used to defend the community against an enemy 

Magic and science 
· Science it is not science 
· Science is hypotheses: a tentative statement based upon experimental and observational data that is subject to further study and theories: in science, a framework for understanding that is supported by a large amount of consistent scientific data. 
· Science deals with only empirical observations: perceive through our senses and they also must be testable: the ability to develop new experiments and observations that will test validity of a conclusion
· Farmer can connect to the supernatural world and bring about a desired end 
· Magic, usually rituals by which the farmer can automatically produce certain results 
· All farmer needs is knowledge of how to perform the magic 

Rules of magic 
· Magic tens to follow certain principles
· Law of sympathy: magic depends on the apparent association or agreement between things 
· Law of similarity: that things that are alike are the same
· Law of contagion: things that were once in contact continue to be connected after the connection is served 
· Law of similarity gives rise to homeopathic, or imitative magic: magic that is based of the law of similarity and the law of contagious gives arise to contagious magic

Homeopathic magic 
· Causal relationship between things that appear to be similar
· Similarity can be physical of behavioral
· Most familiar kind of this is image magic 
· Practice of making an image to represent a living person or animal, which can then be killed or injured through doing things to the image
· Not specifically seen as magic rituals 
· Increase rite: fertility rituals that function to facilitate the successful reproduction of the totem animal
· Traditional herbal medicine is based on the doctrine of signature: the belief that signs telling of a plant’s medicinal use are somehow embedded within the structure and nature of the plant itself

Contagious magic 
· Based that were once in contact always maintain a connection
· Rabbit is a successful animal 
· They are a prey but many are still alive 
· They are considered lucky, if we carry a part of them on us the luck will rub on us
· Sweaty shirt work by one of your professors in the classroom would get a very different reaction than would a shirt that had been worn by your favorite star or actor 
· Contagious magic often requires hair, nail cutting, even a belonging, and you can do your worst to the person it came from 

The function of magic
· We find magic where the element of danger is conspicuous 
· Athletes frequently attempt to control “luck” through magical behavior 
· As long as I’m winning, I go everything the same

Why magic works
· I find a coin on the sidewalk that I place in my pocket. The next day something good happens, with the presence of the coin in my pocket is responsible for my good fortune. Most likely simply coincident and nothing more.
· The human mid frequently sees coincidence as evidence of causation 
· When good luck happens, it is often attributed to some outside entity, such as a piece of clothing or object that was being worn
· Magic never appears to fail
· Magic often attempts to bring about events that will occur naturally 
· Humans are vey resistant to changing their beliefs 
· Magic to enable a student to pass an exam without studying or to be able to fly off the roof of a building is likely to fail 
· Failure is with the magician, not the magic 

 Magic in society 

Learning magic 
· First shared with a large group to learn magic 
· Then shared with a limited number of people
· Shared with one person to really deepen their knowledge and become a magician 
· Most common way to obtain magic is to learn from one’s parent, grandparent, or other kin 
· Person who desires the magic will purchase it from its owner 
· Magic disappeared because it was not passed on to the next generation

Magic ritual
· Key component of magical act it the words that are spoken in a magic ritual: spell
· Oral text is transmitted without change from generation to generation
· May even be spoken is a foreign language
· Sometimes special material or object is required for the magic to work
· Magic involves the direct manipulation of the supernatural 
· In many societies gods can be manipulated, bribed or tricked but not controlled 
· Sometimes medicine is an object in which supernatural power resides (Zande) 
· Fore (kuru disease) 

Wiccan magic 
· Neo-Pagan: revival of pre Christian religious practices 
· Magic is a central element of ritual
· Wiccans borrow freely from the magic traditions of various cultures around the world
· Sated goal, manipulation of specific objects 
· Magician builds up this energy, released at the right time to bring about the goal of the spell
· Wiccan magic is based on the worldview that there is a power that exists in all things 
· Popular objects used in Wiccan spells include, crystals, herbs, oils, candles, images, runes, specific foods
· Symbolism of color is also used
· Religion is closely connected to nature 
· Might require a consideration of the weather 
· Goal of magic meant to help with everyday challenges such as relationships, health, protection, money and employment 
· Magic is to be used only for positive purposes 

Divination
· Divination: techniques for obtaining information about things unknown including event that will occur in the future 
· Used to manipulated the supernatural world in order to provide information 
· Others forms of divination are base don the idea that the world consists of things and events that are interconnected with one another 

Forms of divination
· Are many way of accomplishing an act of divination
· Some inspirational and others noninspirational 
· Inspirational: spiritual experience such as a direct contact with a supernatural being trough an altered state of consciousness usually possession.
· Referred to as natural or emotive divination
· Noninspirational divination: forms of divination that are performed without the direct involvement of supernatural beings. 
· Also called artificial 
· Forms of more magical ways of doing divination, include reading of natural events and manipulation of oracular devices  
· Can divide divination techniques into fortuitous: forms happen without any conscious effort on the part of the individual and deliberate: are those that someone sets out to do, such as reading tarot cards or examining the liver of a sacrificed animal

Divination techniques
· Dreams, which are common for of divination
· Visits from sprits or visions of journey taken by one’s soul during sleep
· Established a connection with the supernatural world
· Oneiromancy: interpretation of dreams 
· Dreams often a source of information 
· Ancestors will appear in a dream, prescribe for the dreamer a cure for illness or a warning of what is to come 
· Presentiments: feelings that a person experiences about something that is about to happen
· Necromancy: divination through contact with the dead or ancestors 
· Signs on the body were attempts of the spirit of the dead to communication what happened and who did it 
· Knowledge can be derived from observation of living or dead animals (includes omens: fortuitous happenings or conditions that provide information)
· Ornithomancy: involves reading the path and form of a flight of birds 
· Apantomancy: refers to a chance meeting with an animal, such as a black cat crossing one’s path
· Animal does not have to be alive to be used for divination
· Haruspication: examination of the entrails of sacrificed animals
· Astrology: all the stars and planets, as well as the sun and moon, influence the destiny of people

Inspirational forms 
· Inspirational divination in a form in which an individual has direct contact with supernatural being, ancestor ghost, spirit, or god thought an altered state of mind
· Possession (fortuitous or deliberate): An altered state of consciousness that is interpreted as a deity taking control of a person’s body.
· Prophecy (fortuitous): Divination though the communication of a prophet.
· Deliberate possession involves an overt action whereby the individual falls into a trance (mediums: a practitioner who intentionally communicates with the supernatural to find information)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ordeals
· Ordeals: are painful and often life-threatening test that a person who is suspected of guilt may be forced to undergo, such as dipping a hand into hot oil, swallowing poison or having a red-hot knife blade pressed against some part of the body.
· Ordeal is conducted by a specialist, who is licensed by the government 
· Specialist pass the knife over his own boy, ordeal is valid because he himself is not burned. The knife is then stroke over the body of the accused. If the individual is burned, he is guilty. 
· Reflected the judgment of God, who would punish the guilty and save the innocent. 

Fore divination 
· Fore believe that sorcery is the cause of the disease
· Essential elements in dealing with kuru is the identification of the sorcerer 
· Fore also consults healers 
· “Dream men” enter an altered state of consciousness through the rapid inhaling of tobacco and go into hallucinations
· They are then able to identify the sorcerer 

Divination in Ancient Greece: The oracle at Delphi
· A person wishing to consult the oracle would first sacrifice an animal and observe whether or not is was a good day to consult the oracle 

Astrology
· Stars and planets have on the lives of humans being
· Can be used to examine the life of a specific individual or to divine events of important to the whole community
· Origins in Babylonia 
· Conducted well being of the whole community 
· Casting of horoscopes did not occur until the fifth century
· Dividing the ecliptic of the sun’s orbit around the earth into 12 zones of thirty degrees each
· Most signification contributions to astrology on the part of the Greek is this attempt to chart an individual’s destiny by looking at the position of the stars on the planets
· Greeks we also get the fully developed zodiac
· Each of the twelve zones was linked to a particular animal 
· Extremely popular in the U.S today
· Even people who do not believe in divinatory abilities generally still know what their sign is and at least a little of what it is (Ex: Gemini is rule my mercury and symbolized by the twins)




