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Christian History: Part 2 

4th Century:

Constantine:

· Roman emperor from 306- 37 CE

· “conquer in this sign” he takes the sign into battle. Has a Chi-Rho on it. symbol seen in his dream. 

· does not convert to Christianity til he was on his death bed 

The Edict of Milan: enacts freedom of religion 

· stability across the empire

· grows very quickly at this point 

· combination of church and state

· political Christianity 

Debates and Creeds:
· 4th c

· Arius from Alexandria

- Jesus was not eternal- but Jesus was born and created- a creature. 

- he was born God but was not eternal- below God, second rank to him. 

- Jesus was homoi-ousion: similar substance to God. 

Athanasius from Alexandria:
· Co-eternity between God the father and Jesus the son

· He is equal to God

· Jesus was homo-ousion: the same substance as God. 

Nicea (325 CE)

· Nicene creed is established

5th Century:
If Jesus is co-equal with God, what does that make Mary?

Immaculate Conception: 1854

· Mary is born without sin

· How can Jesus be born of something of sin? 

· Also, how can a human be the mother of God? 


· What was the relationship between the human and divine aspects of Christ?



· Nestorius:
· Christ had 2 persons: human and divine sitting in him separately 

Monophysites:
· The human element of Jesus was completely swallowed up into the divine one. 

· Jesus had one nature= mono + physis

This gets resolved at The Council of Chalcedon (451):
· Compromise between Rome and Constantinople.

· Jesus is one person but with both human and divine natures in him. 

· He is 100% human and 100% God

· 

The fall of Rome occurs in 476

· the bishops then become emperors. 

· Church and state are one. 

There are 2 implications of bishops becoming emperors:

· Crusades:

- 637- fall of Jerusalem to Umar. 

- 1010- church of the holy sepulcher burned by Muslim caliph

- 1095- first of 9 crusades. 

· Crusaders then win back Jerusalem and then lose it again later. 

· For the next 200 years it goes back and forth between Muslim and Christian control. 

· Rome is increasing is wealth and power- also their self-perception of power

East- West Split:
· Catholic= universal

· 1054- the bishop of rome officially kicks out the bishop on Constantinople. 

- bishop of rome= the pope 

· creation of roman catholocism and eastern orthodoxy 

Filioque Clause:
· the holy spirit proceeds from God and the son. 

· Eastern orthodox Christians do not have this clause in their Nicene Creed

Eastern Orthodoxy:
· Cyril: 826-69 CE
· New alphabet (some greek, but also letters that Greek doesn’t have) 

· Create a new culture by combining with a new one. 

· Cyrillic Alpahbet- Russian 

· Take a different approach than roman catholics who use violence and coercion 

· The work with the languages of the people they encounter- insinuate themselves into the existing culture- this results in the new alphabet. 

· Catholic missions expand their culture without creating a new one while eastern orthodox creates a new one. 

· Develops much of their own traditions 


· Eastern Orthodoxy’s Art:

-7th c debate 

-  whether its ok to be painting jesus or God. 

Further Division: (15th c)
· Massive social change in Europe. 

· Urbanization 

· Literacy- now able to read a bible

- biggest thing to change the western church 

· People are living in closer proximity 

· Printing press- Gutenberg prints the bible 

- people can now read the bible and see what it says themselves as opposed to what the catholic church has been telling them what it says. 

- you can write down your ideas and people can choose to follow you

Martin Luther: 1483- 1546
· Corruption in Rome from taxing the periphery (Germany)

· 95 theses of luther (1517)

· refusal of many catholic ideas

· a political threat as much as a religious threat

· charged with excommunication (religious punishment that places the person outside of the religious communication- you do not have access to salvation anymore because you are not us- intended to be temporary and a way of reforming someone in the hopes that they will return and follow the group again) and political subversion 

· word travels fast of this 

· Luther finds tremendous support by those who wish to establish political entities by fighting the Roman Catholic Church. 

Luther’s Radical Ideas:
· Sola fide/ sola gratia

- by faith alone/ by grace alone

- humans can do nothing to affect salvation (like paying the church- rely solely on grace from god and faith)

· Sola Scriptura

-by scripture alone


- if something is not found in scripture then it is man made and have no effect on salvation. 

Effects:
· Protestant reformation

· Shattering of unity

- hundreds of brands of Protestantism

· Calvinism- predestination  

· Presbyterian 

· Anabaptists 

· Mennonites

· 
Council of Trent: 1545-63
· counter reformation 

· does away with indulgences. 

· Uphold the value of tradition and developing theology- things that don’t come directly from scripture are still used and believed in. 

· too little too late for reconciliation 

· wasn’t enough to reverse history 

Anglicanism:
· Henry VIII

· King of England 

· Divorces wife and makes a break with the Vatican to form the church of England- 1534 CE

· Politics and religion fueled- if I break from the church then the land becomes mine. 
- Episcopalian- US term 

Modern Catholicism:
· Vatican II 1962- 1965

· Modernization of same catholic practices. – Latin masses stopped being required. People were leaving the church because no one could understand Latin. 

· More modern music- 

· People given a little bit of control over the church than before whereas no control prior to Vatican II. 

· Ecumenism- recognition of other religions as world religions- weren’t going to hell just for their religious practices. 
“traditionalists”- reject the modernization. 


