Actions – What should I do? (Ethics/Morality)
Consequentialism
·      The consequences of action
·      Consequence-based
·      Good & Bad
o   Greatest good is happiness
§  Greatest happiness is greatest good for greatest #.
ú  Utilitarianism – ends justify the means
·      Machiavelli’s (The Prince)
Deontology
·      Deon: Greek for Duty
·      Duty-based
·      Right & Wrong
·      Rights, Justice
 
Jeremy Bentham – 18th Century English – Utilitarianism - Epicurean
John Stuart Mill – 19th Century English – Attacks Bentham
Epicurus – Greek Philosopher – 3rd Century B.C – Hedonist
·      Hedonism: Seeking Pleasure
·      Withdrew, created Garden, aim for happiness (3 things)
o   Have only the money you need
o   Have real friends
o   Have freedom – freedom to think
Epicureanism (Bentham)
·      All living things seek pleasure & avoid pain
o   Pain/pleasure principle
o   bad/good
o   animal rights
John Stuart Mill (Utilitarianism)
·      Reduces people to animals
·      Quality over quantity
·      Intellectual pleasures are of more quality than animal pleasures
· Human beings have inherent dignity
· It is better to be a happy human than a happy pig
· Happiness end in itself
· No such thing as happiness beyond what you feel
· No such thing as higher happiness
· Eternal bliss
· No such thing as good or bad happiness
· Sinful pleasure
· No such thing as abstract happiness
· No such thing as an ultimate happiness
· Anything that makes you happy is good
· Ex. money, power, fame
· If these things make you happy then no one can tell you otherwise
· #1 rule for utilitarianism
· Greatest good for the greatest number of people before your own happiness

John Rawls 20th Century American
· Utilitarianism: End justifies the means
· Utilitarian philosophers only focus on actions – rules
· Act utilitarianism: when faced with a choice, we must first consider the consequences of potential actions and, from that, choose to do what we believe will generate the most pleasure
· Rule utilitarianism: says actions are moral when they conform to the rules that lead to the greatest good


Institutions of behavior
· Unwritten rules and codes that societies must follow
· The greatest happiness comes from keeping your promises because when a promise is broken, people become unhappy

Consequentialism vs. Deontology
· Consequentialism
· Promotes emotion
· Humans are guided by emotions and feelings
· Wants 
· Deontology
· Promotes reason
· Rights 

Robert Nozick
· 20th century American
· The Experience Machine theory
· Make a perfect world; a perfect virtual heaven
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The theory was that people would go in for visits but they would not want to stay in forever because they would feel like they are missing from reality
· Go for the experience but not stay there forever
· Who we are is more important than what we’re experiencing

Peter Singer
· 21st century Australian
· Utilitarianism
· Animal rights
· His claim is that under the utilitarianism system you are obligated to help people who are less well off than you
· Epicurus 3 ways of happiness
· As long as you have enough money to support your basic needs you do not require anymore money
· You are obligated to give your excess to the poor under the utilitarianism system
· This will create the greatest good for the greatest number of people
· Just because people are unknown to you does not mean you have the right to hurt them
· How do I know I am going to do good?
· Certainty is always unknown
· Just because you are not certain on how you can help people doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t help the less fortunate
· The poor will be poor whether I assist them or not
· It’s not my fault that they are poor
· Cheap way of getting out of the obligation to help the poor
· Singer is only asking to give away the excess
· Religious element in Singer’s theory
· Religious books (Bible) says that you should give 10% of your earnings to the poor
· A person that does not believe in the greatest good for the greatest number of people violates the utilitarianism system
· Considered selfishness

Immanuel Kant
· 18th century German
· Kantian Ethics
· Rights
· Equality
· Justice 
· Rights ≠ wants
· Wants are based on desire; consequentialist theories
· Rights are things that you have whether you want them or not; obligations that other people have to satisfy
· Kant was very religious
· In order to have morality, one must have:
· Free will – right to choose
· Reason – logic – mathematical
· Without these, morality does not exist
· Only exists in humans – moral beings 
· Consequentialist say to go after things you desire
· Kantian says the ability to choose gives us morality and distinguishes us from animals
· Having the ability to choose is good; what we choose is what is right
· A mathematical argument should be true everywhere
· Ex. 2+2 = 4 is true everywhere
· Because reason is connected to math, then your decision should be true everywhere
· When making a decision, we are altering personal maxim, which is a rule
· “Stealing is wrong; therefore, I will not steal” is a personal maxim
· All maxims must only be chosen if you believe they could be universal laws of behavior 
· Categorical logic is deductive
· Categorical imperatives
· Imperatives are things that we’re obligated to do
· Figure out what is right to do by knowing the consequences
· Consequentialists only have hypothetical imperatives 
· We can never really know the consequences of our actions because they are in the future
· Inductive – based on probabilities
· Never tell a lie regardless of the consequences
· Kant says forget about consequences because you never know what’s going to happen; just do the right thing
· All human beings must be treated as ends, never as means
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