Post media shut down many news papers

3 classic models of journalism

Market
Advocacy
Trustee

3 variables that influence news:
News worthiness
Organizational structure
Dominant ideology


5 variables that are taken for granted:
(last class) values that are not actively questionned


News today:
· Hard news
· What an informed person in a society should know
· Significance
· Timely
· Possibly unexpected
· familiarity
· Soft news
· Little or no general social significance
· Whats justin bieber up to these days
· Entertainement value
· Not really news
· Purpose is to distract us from what really matters
· Therefore we wont question whats happening around us
· Fake news:
· Stories that look like real news stories but are propaganda, disinformation
· Stories relating to trending topics
· Often on professional websites
· Actively misinforms
· Unable for an effective democracy

Key decisions when constructing news stories
1. What to choose
2. How to frame it (represents branding.. CTV tells it differently than CNN)
3. How much time/space do we give to a story 
4. Prominence we give to the story
5. What aspects do we emphasise
· Process online is the same
· Except we have far less time (have to make quick decisions)
Gatekeeping
· Selection of stories
· Algorithms: constraining what you get exposed to
· We gatekeep ourselves.. Self-censor
· Associated press: largest news wire

An event becomes newsworthy when
· Is it significant
· Is there a dramatic angle
· Business decision (not just for public interest) 
· News is not a mirror of society
· Stories that are told are construction
· Mediated through a series of organizational decisions
· Whole organizational process to set up how its gathered and presented
· If news was a mirror of reality, all brands would present stories the same way

Construction of news:
· News holes
· How to fill blank space after filling newspaper with advertising
· Wrong way to proceed
· News flows
· Bandwagon effect: whats the hot story
· Audience perception
· News organizations sell us
· Availability of visual aural material
· Do we show graphic images
· Competition
· News organizations want to be the first to share a story
· Adds credibility to the organization
· Wanna get the “scoop”

Non-newsroom variables
· Organizational hierarchy
· Pressure from advertisers
· Advertisers boycotting is a constant threat
· Pressure from sources
· Pressure from government
· Cutting budgets
· Wont engage with journalists
· Will control interaction between journalists and political parties
· Information & communications technology
· Struggle to keep advertisers
· All of these affect news stories

News as social construction

The form of news depends on:
· The economic organization of news gathering
· Davey commission (1971)
· (PP)
· Never happened
· Kent commission
· Is it good for society to have one newspaper in the city
· Commission wanted to restrict the amount of ownership 
· (PP)
· Just before federal election
· Key point:
· Dammaging effects of media ownership
· Political actors
· Communication strategies of politicians
· Conflicting relationship between politicians and journalists
· They both wanna get their story across their way
· Politicians would meet with small players but not big players
· Because smaller players would send out message the way politicians wanted


Gender divide in media news reporting
· Greater presence of men being key anchors/producers in news

Media and the law
· Charter of rights and freedoms
· Section 2: every canadian has the right to freedom of speech
· We do not have a libertarian approach to media
· We have a relatively free media system
· Freedom of the press is not absolute
· Some things they are not free to report
· We do not report on young offenders
· There are restrictions



Defamation : written libel
· I have freedom of speech but im not free to say anything
· May not report on particular story if fear that legal action may take place
· Libel chill: 
· whistle blowing: will i be held accountable
· Do i have enough info to not be guilty
Slander: spoken libel


Not defamatory if…
· PP
fair= whether you can prove malice or not
Was it put out to deliberately to hurt=unfair
Malice: one of the most difficult things to prove


