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Comm. policy as a sub-area of human policy

Key underlying questions: 
what is comm for?
How do we keep public interest in mind?
how do we balance the rights of society vs the rights of individuals?

Telecomm: individual rights
Broadcasting: collective rights

Copyright: protection of private property:
Balance interest to those who produce and those who want to use
If there is not the right balance, ppl may want to stop creating
US: fair dealing: can access resources without having to pay producers
CANADA: fair use: 

4 key moments that have developed comm policy:
Telecomm act: carriage
Broadcast act: broadcasting

Foundations of canadian comm policy
1920s: governments around the world notice the social economical and political issues arise from radio and broadcasting
Spike in the number of ppl listening to radio
· United Kingdom: 
· Sykes committee report, 1923:
· State should own and operate broadcast system
· US
· US radio act, 1927
· Broadcasting infrastructure should be privately owned, BUT state should regulate broadcasting system
· Canada:
· Key policy questions:
· What to do with radio?
· How to structure the broadcast system
· Who should ‘ police’ the broadcast system (so much US content)
· Canadian establishes royal commission
· key issues:
· Influence and presence of american content on airwaves
· (PP)
· Aird commission 1929 (royal commission)
· Defining features
· Purpose of broadcasting: (PP)
· Minimize damages in broadcasting
· Central control for broadcasting
· Should follow british funding model: every year you have to buy a license
· Implication:
· Broadcasting is a tool for unifying nation
· Regulate content 
· 1936 broadcasting act
· CBC as the regulator for the private broadcasting systems
· Hybrid system: also a role for private broadcasters
· Late 1930s:
· Emergence of television
· Late 1940s-early 1950s:
· Television becoming big
· (PP)
· Same questions: how do we police it? Etc
· Setting up another royal commission
· Massey-Lévesque Commission 1951
· Need to protect culture
· Need to think about impact of Film industry on canadian culture
· Key thing for broadcasting: promote canadian culture
· Government has a key role in funding 
· Fowler commission 1955-1957
· Mid 1950s: existing system was not providing content that canadians wanted
· Whats the role of the state with regards to culture?
· Is there a need for state regulation in broadcasting
· Broadcasting is a national public service
· Argues for the need to restrain commercial interest
· Reinforce public interest
· State should have a role in controlling broadcasting system
· Leads to broadcasting act
· 1958: CBC no longer regulator
· Replaced by BBG: first independent regulator
· Establishment of canadian content quota: 45% of programming on TV must be Canadian in nature
· Applebaum-Hebert commission 1981
· Did not call for greater state contribution/control
· Need independance from the state
· Should not be too dependent on canadian government for funding
· Other royal commissions saw regionalism as threats to canadian unity
· applebaum-hebert saw it as a strength
· Need more faith in the market
· Comms policy in canada 
· 3 phases
· Phase 1
· Phase 2:
· Need government to keep identity
· Phase 3: 
· Less regulation is better


