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Introduction
 In “The Eden Project: In Search of the Magical Other”, Jungian psychologist James Hollis, analyzes the mysteries of human relationship. By taking a frank and realistic approach to love, he looks at the poly faceted character of our behavior and explain why we often fail in finding happiness even when we find a partner. As he explains, to avoid disappointment, we should refrain from over-relying on love as the ultimate faith of all relationship is death. In addition, the desire to find the magical other is only an unconscious intend to reconnect with the self and regain wholeness. In the same fashion, we try to re-establish the equilibrium that we unconsciously associate with the womb through forming relationships. In this case, the womb symbolizes wholeness and it is a place where all our needs were met. Ultimately, we ought to be more cautious of our relationship with ourselves as the path to happiness lies within. After all one can never expect a relationship that is greater than the relationship with him/herself. 
Chapter 1: The Lost Garden
  This chapter explores the impact of early childhood experiences on adult life. As Hollis (1998) puts it, “how we read our ego-selves vis a vis the other begins at birth” (p. 18). To explain, an early bounding experience shapes a child`s personality. Not only is the parental environment responsible for providing the basic needs of a child, it also has a significant impact on the psyche. In this regard, each person has inevitable wounds from their upbringing and these wounds are internalized as complexes. In fact, we often choose life partners in relation to our internal wounds. These wounds are identified as engulfment and abandonment complexes. What this means is that, we have either received too much love or nurturing or too little. Whatever the case may be, it`s affect the dynamic of our intimate relationships as psychological childhood wounds never heal. So, while we may find it hard to make sense of some of the conducts of others, there is no such thing as a completely unsound behavior. For example, an abusive partner with inferiority complex may use violence as a strategy against his or her angst of powerlessness. However, this is not to say that we are doomed to becoming the object of our complexes forever. As with any psychological trait, self awareness is the first path toward regaining a partial control of the mind.
Chapter 2: Going Home
 This chapter discusses in depth the significance of projection in human relations and how we project ourselves onto the other. According to Hollis (1998), “all relationships begin and end in projection” (p. 36). To explain, our first impression of the other is often an extension of the imago, which can be the inago of a parent for example. This is an unknown psychological mechanism that most people are guilty of. As the burden of our psychological history becomes unbearable, we look for qualities in the other that are extraordinary, and that will help bury our demons. This phenomenon can be clearly noticed at the beginning stages of intimate relationships, when we attribute superpowers to the other. To emphasize, just like the child trusts the parent wholly, one may have high demands and expectations for the spouse to produce the nest that the parent once provided. Ultimately, because we project our desire onto the other, we retract from them when we realise that they cannot save us. In other words, we loose interest because we realise that they do not have the superpowers that we thought they possessed. However, there is still hope for intimate relationships. This will only depend on both lover’s abilities to lower expectations and realize that the lover is only human. Only then, can we aspire to a realistic love life.
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