Lecture 5 (Half lecture)

First lecture about Greek heros. In the textbook it’s not much, 104-105 and 160-161. Perseus and Bellerophon. Now we pass from talking about the Gods to talking mainly about the heroes. The gods played roles, but human beings are now centre stage and in storytelling, Gods are secondary players.

What defines being a Greek hero? 


The following is the ideal of a Greek hero myth, not always the case:

1) The hero is the descendant of a God/Goddess, often it is the son of Zeus. Alternatively, the divine seed is somewhere in the background. 
2) The hero’s adventure/first adventure is at age 18, at a coming-of-age tale. 
3) He must help humanity by destroying a monster. 
4) The monster or guest is located at the end of the world. If not a monster, then a quest.
5) The hero’s patron god is Athena. 
6) He received magic tools from Athena
7) The hero finds (female) romance on his quest
8) The hero later provides some 2nd civilizing contribution, beyond killing the monster. (Perseus was king of Tyrins and he founded Mycenae)

The scene is Argos. (On the map on page 12-13). Northeast part of Peloponnese, in the earliest of Greek history. 3 cities sat on plane of Argos. The stuff that was important in Mycenaean civilization are also important in the Greek myths. Argos is one of those places that is really important under the Mycenaean’s and is important in these myths. Every hero comes from a specific place, so we need to know where they all come from. It is beneficial to tie a place to a hero. On page 104, the scene is Argos. There is a king, Akrisios. He hears a prophecy that his grandson will kill him. He has a daughter (17/18), and no grandsons. He tries to thwart the prophecy. He does this by locking his only daughter in a tower so she cannot ever be impregnated. Her name is Danae (Danuh Aye). Zeus has taken a fancy to her, there is a picture depicting him visiting her in a shower of gold. Somehow, he disembodies himself to become this shower of gold, and that’s how he visits her. She ends up having a child named Perseus. Arkisios locks Perseus and Danae in a crate. Whenever someone leaves a child out in the wilderness, or tries to kill them, if there’s a prophecy involving the baby, the baby never dies. It will always grow up, and essentially seek revenge. They get persecuted but they always survive. This idea WILL BE ON THE EXAM. The Greeks loved this idea. 
Anyways, the crate floats to the island of Aegean, on Seriphos (page 12/13). On Seraphos, they find another evil king. His name is Polydektes, which means “many nets”. It also means “much welcomed”. Perseus grows up as an outsider, as he doesn’t like Polydektes, because he wants to marry Danae. Polydektes wanted Perseus to kill a gorgon. There were 3 gorgons in all, Medusa was one of them. The image of gorgon was grotesque; it was intended to be a monster. Medusa’s hair was famously made of snakes. Gorgons could look at you in a certain way that would turn you into stone. “Apotropaic image” means to turn away evil. Gorgons were used on walls to turn away evil. 
Anyways, Perseus has been tasked with something that was supposed to kill him. Polydektes has suggested this to Perseus either to shame him cuz he wont do it, or if he says yes, medusa will kill him. Unknown to Polydektes however, Perseus has friends. Because he is the son of Zeus, he finds help from the goddess Athena and Hermes. This is the first of 10 myths where Athena is the patron/helper of heroes. 
So Athena is the patron of Perseus, and Hermes also helps. Perseus now has all the tools he needs to do the “quest”. Perseus is given a cap of invisibility from Hermes. He also gets winged sandals that help Perseus fly. He’s given a sack in which to put the decapitated head of the monster, and he’s given a special sickle/scythe made of adamantine. He’s given a shield/polished bronze mirror so he can approach Medusa without looking directly. He’s gotta approach by looking at the reflection in the mirror.
So Perseus has all the tools to succeed. He flies to the realm of the gorgons at the edge of the world, and he quickly encounters medusa. In elaborations of the story, he has to walk past dozens of stone bodies, who were victims of medusa. Using the tools that he was given, he killed Medusa and put her head in the sack. He flies back to Seriphos. However, he had another adventure. He encounters a beautiful princess chained to a rock by her parents in obedience to a prophecy. She’s about to be eaten by a sea monster. Perseus descends down and kills the monster and saves Andromeda. He saves her and claims her to be his wife. They fly back to Seriphos. 

Back to Seriphos. Using the head of Medusa, Perseus turns Polydektes to stone. Somehow he transports both his mother and newfound princess-bride back to Argos. Time to kill the other king. However, that’s not how the story goes. Akrisios welcomes everyone back and says that Perseus will become king of Argon when it is time. Perseus gives the gorgon to Athena, and it becomes part of Athena’s shield. Even though Akrisios has reconciled with Perseus, he cannot outrun the prophecy. He kills Akrisios (by mistake). One day, Perseus was practicing discus throwing (sport), and he threw it so hard he killed Akrisios by mistake. At the end, Perseus has become king of Tyrins. He also founded Mycenae after. This is nice because Mycenae is a real place and allows the mythology to coincide with real life.  

We’re going to see this time and time again: A fool that tries to thwart the prophecy. Of course, the prophecy will always happen. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Important word to leave the lecture with: Aetiology: A (mythical) explanation of the origin of something. 
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