Lecture 6

Remember last week, the scythe that Perseus had was made out of a super strong mythical material called adamantine (unbreakable), its root is ‘adamas’. A=un, damas = damagable. Unbreakable. In Latin, it spawns an adjective: adamantinus, which means “as hard as can be”. Adamantium is a word used in Wolverine comic books which is taken from the Greco-Roman word.

Introducing a new ancient Greek poet: Apollodoros (Apollodorus), page 8. He is not Appolonios of Rhodes, he is a separate person. He’s not deep, but he’s broad. He tells a basic narrative of many heroes. He wrote kind of a “handbook” for Greek mythology. All the stories condensed and summarized. Its name in the ancient world was called the “Bibliotheka”, which now means “library”. He lived in the 100’s AD. 

Today, we’re going to talk about Bellerophon. Irrelevant from Perseus, however similar story. Also follows the elements of a typical Hero story (page 160-161).

There is a guy: Sissipus had to roll a boulder up a hill. At corryth, the young good looking hero Bellerophon kills someone by mistake. He is considered to be religiously “dirty”. He needs to spend some time away from Coryth so he can be purified. He travels from Coryth to Tyrins (WILL BE ON MAP QUIZ, BIG PLACE IN MYCENAE). Bellerophon travels to tyrance, and there is a king and queen who are unhappily married. King’s name is Proitos. Proitos is the brother of Akrisios. His wife is Queen Stheneboia. Stheneboia falls in love with Bellerophon. She asks him to make love to her. He declines out of respect. Since he declined, she turns around and tells Proitos that he tried to rape her. THIS ALSO HAPPENS IN GENESIS, there are parallels in the bible story that sounds like this ancient Greek episode. THIS IS FUNDAMENTAL TO UNDERSTAND FOR THE FINAL. 
So Bellerophon has been accused of rape. The King reacts in a devious way. He wants to kill Bellerophon, but he does not want to discredit himself as the host, so he tries to kill him sneakily. This happens often in Greek myth. He sends Bellerophon off over the city to another city. It’s ruled by Steheneboia’s father King Iobates, it’s located in Asia Minor and it’s called Lycia?? Bellerophon has come here again as a stranger, however here it’s worse. Before Bell leaves, he is given a sealed notebook by Proitus and it’s folded up and sealed. Back then it was called a tablet. THIS IS THE ONLY REFERENCE TO WRITING WITHIN GREEK MYTH. So King Proitus writes this message on a sealed tablet and gives it to Bell to give to Iobates. Obviously, this note tells Iobates to kill Bellerophon. However, Iobates reads this message, and also doesn’t want to kill him directly. Therefore, he sends him on a quest to kill the Chimaira. Much like Perseus’ story, Iobates expects Bell to die to this monster. Bell is helped by the goddess Athena, and in some version Apollo as well. What they have to offer him is the magical flying horse: PEGASUS. This is where the vengeance of time comes in. 3000/4000 years after, Pegasus is still a very well known name, and it is known as a magical horse. Coryn is associated with Q, and Pegasus is associated with P. Bellerophon also shows up on coins, and this Q for coryn shows up on the coin. 
Anyways, Bellerophon rides the Pegasus to wherever the Chamaira is, and he destroys the chamaira. In some stories, he flies over the chimaera constantly and throws boulders and shit at it. Page 24 has a pic of him slaying it. So he goes back to Iobates, and Iobates immediately sends him on another quest, in another attempt to get him dead. This time, he sends him to fight the Amazons. Bellerophon triumphs from fighting them, and then goes back. Finally, Iobates tries one more time, this time by getting his men to jump him on his way back to Lycia. He kills them all, and then Iobates finally admits defeat and allows Bellerophon to marry his daughter. Meanwhile, the bad queen back home kills herself. The wife that Bell marries is named Laodameia. 

One day, Bellerophon decides that since he has Pegasus, he’s going to ride Pegasus all the way to Mt Olympus, uninvited. Zeus sees him coming, and it’s unclear what happens, but Zeus knocks him off his horse. He doesn’t die, but as punishment, he lives the remainder of his life as an outcast, and is despised by humans because of his arrogance trying to get to Mt. Olympus.  

Once again, the term hubris is brought up because it was his over-arrogance that is what got him punished and nearly killed. We humans are poisoned by success that we reach too far. We reach a point of stupidity because our success has made us do so. 
“Know yourself”. Know your station, and know your limits. Know that you are only human, and there are things that you cannot know or do. You’re a cockroach of a human, and if you’re not careful I’m gonna step on you. 

TIMELINE:

Mesopotamia was 2000BC. Hebrew Bible 1000BC, Greek myth 750BC. These stories from Mesopotamia that influence the Hebrew bible also influenced greek myth a lot. When a storytelling pattern seems to repeat between bible and greek myth, it’s not really DIRECT influence, they were both just influenced both by ancient Mesopotamian storytelling. The Phoenicians were an accomplished iron age people that were based in what is now Lebanon. They spoke a language that resembled Hebrew, and was also found in Mesopotamia. THEY CREATED A TRADE ROUTE FROM MESOPOTAMIA TO GREECE, AND WITH THEM THEY BROUGHT STORY-TELLING. How did the Greeks and Phonecians communicated and speak multiple languages? Through intermarriage. 

Next character: Stheneboia which means “strong in cattle”. Boia = cattle, Sthene = strong in. 
Kadmos = prince in Phoenecia. FOUNDING OF THEBES INCLUDING ZEUS ABDUCTING SISTER, ETC.

After Kadmos founded Thebes, he married a goddess named Harmonia. He has 4 children with her. Also, the descendants of Kadmos were named “the Spartoi” which means “Sown men”. This is a nice tying of real life with mythology. (PAGE 61, 96)



BOAR HUNT OF KALYDON (PAGE 86, 106-107)

First tale we look at that is the “Band of heroes”. There are 4 Band of hero myths.

CALEDONIA: on a north-west part of Greece. If you look at central Greece n head west, you’ll pass the north shore of the Kyrithian gulf, and you’ll see Caledonia. 

Meleager is son of king of Caledonia. He forgets to give sacrifice to the goddess of harvest, Artemis. She sends a giant boar to go ravage the city. Meleager says he will get a band of Heroes, and they will hunt the boars. Among the heroes he gets, the sons of Zeus, hestor and kallux, Thessaly, and he also collects a unique hero named Atalanta (female). She’s the only female hero. There is a theory that female babies were left out to die as females were expensive to raise, etc. Sons do not require a dowry, and they can help the father on the farm. 
Atalanta is a key person. Secretly, Meleager is in love with her. Images on page 106-107. Page 25 also has a francois vase. Athenian black figure vase. It’s speckled with mythological scenes. Caledonian boar hunt is also shown. The captions show the name of the characters. Atalanta can be seen as the person with white skin. When they finish hunting the boars, they decide who gets the prime cut in the boar. Meleager’s mom’s brothers are there, and they say they deserve the best cut cuz they’re the highest ranking. However, Meleager says Atalanta should get it because she did the best hunting (but really he’s in love with her). A quarrel breaks out, and Meleager kills both uncles. Could Meleager have avoided killing his uncles or not? This could be where different poets tell different stories. 
So Meleager kills his uncles. On page 86, shows myth. 
Meleager has been living all these years with a shadow over him, “the external soul”. The mother Alphaia immediately does some quick thinking. The fates were talking when Meleager was born, and said he would die when a log burns out. His mom snatches the log and throws it out and dumps it in water. Then eventually she wraps it up, and buries it in the ground, so the log is not consumed. It continues to exist. As long as the log exists, so does Meleager. So finally, news comes that Meleager killed her brothers, so his mom digs up the log, and throws it under the fire.  Then Meleager died. 
Atalanta’s dad wants her to marry. She says she will marry any suitor that can beat her in a foot race. However the caveat is that she will give him a headstart, and follow with a spear. If she overtakes them, she kills them. Some people still tried, and one winner named Millenial, ended up marrying her. Apparently during the race, she got distracted by golden apples. 


AMAZONS
There was many many middle aged men that would turn out in honor to defend their city and farmland so they would be focusing all their effort to military presentation. This 6000 men. Hold that image in your mind, and turn it all into women. An army of 6000 middle aged women out on the march as though they were men. That was the image of the Amazons. It was the military footing of an ancient city. They are a society of women. They breed by engaging with male neighbors or travellers. They don’t hurt them, but when the amazon gives birth, the male baby might be killed or given away. This is kind of a reverse projection of the female practice in greek society. For the amazons, the women are active, out of the house, the military, they rode the horse, they are expert archers. The word Amazon means “no breast”. You would encounter the amazonians somewhere northeast of the black sea (page 12/13). The would slice off the left breast at a young age, to make it easier for when they grow up to use bow and arrow. 
NIGHTMARE REVERSE PROJECTION OF WHATS USUALLY DONE IN GREEK MYTH. 
Amazonians are seen as the villain to the Greek heroes. We saw in Iliad theres a line that says “Polerophon defeated the Amazons”. A lot of heroes go and fight the Amazons. In the myth of Theseus, the Amazons raid back. There is a theory that some time in real life, the ancient Amazons had invaded Athens and killed Theseus. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Amazons played somewhat of a role in Greek art. They were always depicted as a concept that the Greeks had to defeat. 
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