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Executives and Legislatures 

Executive and legislature are fused and therefore mutual dependency arises
Party Discipline

Objectives:
the role of the executive and the legislature 
How they function in parliamentary, presidential, semi presidential systems 
Relationships between the legislature and the executive 
Pros and cons of the parliamentary, presidential, semi presidential systems

Legislatures: 
perform more functions 
Serve a representative function: achieved through representation through population will ensure that there is adequate local representation in local governments, geographical fairness, 
Aggregate and articulate public opinion: Central governments are remote from other places, range of public opinion ensures government are unbiased, national 
Scrutinizes the executive: 
Perform oversight: analyze bills through committees 

Legislatures can be organized in two ways: Unicameral and bicameral
Unicameral: one legislative body, one single body representing the population, 
Bicameral: two legislative houses, usually lower house (representation by population, reps are elected) and upper house (form of regional representation, these reps may or may not be elected, Can/UK not elected, Germany and USA are elected) 
Upper houses, senate in Canada, are seen to be places of sober second thought, more immune to popular sentiment, more conservative institution.

Problems with legislatures
If they accurately reflect ideas and personnel they represent 
Who runs for office, tendency for those who are middle class background to run for office
Lawyers were more politically involved because they had excess knowledge in laws and politics 
There are social filters when running for office 
Late 20th century, emergence of a political class, emergence of professional politician, its about getting reelected

Executive
Set priorities: PM of parliamentary system, President of the Presidential system 
Make decisions: beginning or the end of a process decide if the bill gets passed or not 
Resolve crisis: not an enormous calamity, use powers more when in these times
Ensure that policies are implemented: ministers/secretaries (heads of departments) ensure that the policies are implemented and perform bureaucratic oversight, appointed by someone who won an election 

First system - Parliamentary Systems
odd thing: executive and legislature are fused (the executive (cabinet, not popularity elected, the one who governs) is drawn from the legislature (scrutinizes the executive’s bills) 
The legislature decides if the bill will pass or not, executive depends on the legislature to agree with it, if the legislature says no then executive falls 
The executives are drawn from the legislature 
PM is the head of government, he or she is the leader of the party with the most seats in the house of representatives, don’t vote for the PM directly its is about voting for a party with more seats 
Most of the things that go on in legislatures is about the nations finance 
The head of state is not a PM, PM is the head of government, head of state in the Parliament system is a president or monarch not popularly elected
Head of state (Queen Elizabeth II, The Crown) is above politics, lacks substantial powers, is more an embodiment of rules regulations and symbols of that state, not personalized in rule its symbolic 
Relationship between executive and legislature you see a mutual dependence between the two, you can be an executive and a member of the legislature at the same time, mutual dependence for survival 
Since the executive governs and legislature scrutinizes its decisions therefore there must be confidence between each other, the executive must introduce the bill
Responsible government: 
Legislature: if a member sits in the legislature they invest their interest in keeping the executive alive, demonstrating loyalty in their field will show the PM their loyalty and responsibility therefore might be elected as a Minister of (…)
MP can be a Minister at the same time
Executive has the privilege of dissolving parliament 
(MCQ) Party discipline: fusion of executive and legislature work, government whips make sure the members in the party vote the way the majority wants to, will be removed from caucus 
Cabinet government: prime minister government and administirial government 
Role of the executive has been questioned, concerns that the legislature as a rubber stamp, powers of the legislature have been decreased and increase in executive power
Minsters have to address a range of problems that didn’t exist 
Nature of Laws
Nature of decision making 
Political parties are more disciplined now, they have more power in decision making 
Executives are the faces of government (social and mass media, reporters, social media, image of the government) 
Increase in executive power: Internalization of policies, international pressures being exerted on policies 
Formal or informal decisions 
Fiscal policy: domain of domestic governments, 2008 engage in stimulus spending they coordinate fiscal policies to unite a worldly movement (finance, environmental,…)
A lot of policies are bypassing the legislature
Free trade policy was all executive and did not go through cabinet 
explanations offer evidence that executive powers are increasing
Presidentialization thesis: PM makes the decision and everyone else follows, De Facto president
Centralization of political parties
Nature of political party organization 
Most bills are introduced by the executive
Some say the powers are increasing are overstated, some leaders appear stronger than others 
Executive continues to carefully pull the members of legislature, should be mindful of revolt within caucus 
Caucus threw out Thatcher regardless of popular opinion 
Some countries will see a stronger executive others will not 

Pros and Cons of Parliamentary System
Pro: efficient, executive introduces the bill, majority, party disciplines, greater continuity, more flexibility, 
Cons: multiple parties sitting can lead to instability (more specifically more small parties), becomes a rubber stamp (loses effectiveness), 
A rubber stamp, as a political metaphor, refers to a person or institution with considerable de jure power but little de facto power; one that rarely or never disagrees with more powerful organs



