15/01/18
Great Philosophers – Lecture #3

Do we still believe in Gods and what was perceived as humans or do we see ourselves as distinctly different?

The Rise of Philosophy:
From poetry to philosophy
· Inspiration
· Reason

The Pre-Socratic (before Socrates) Materialists 
· Matter is the ultimate explanatory principle (everything that exists is material)

Question:
· When we experience the world, we encounter a manifold of individual things
· Tables, chairs, dogs, cats, etc.
· Can these individual things be explained in terms of a few principles?
· First answer: Atoms.
· However for Thales water was the ultimate principal 
· Because it can take on many forms

Other Materialists 
Anaximenes says;
· Water = condensed air therefor air is the ultimate principle 

Empedocles says;
· All of these ‘philosophers’ are says there is one thing, but he says you’re going to need more explanatory principles 
· Four elements (earth, air, fire, and water) and two forces: love (attraction) and strife (repulsion)

Democritus says;
· All things are composed of unchangeable atoms 
· Two kinds of atoms: smooth and craggy atoms 
· The result of the collision between these two is everything as we know it (our world)
· This ‘collision’ was a swerve in the atoms, random, and for no reason
· Question: how can something happen if there was no cause?

Pythagoras and the Pythagorean School
· Number is the ultimate explanatory principle (not matter)
· Opposite side of the philosophers who believe it is matter

Pythagoras:
· He wrote nothing but had followers: Pythagorean brotherhood
· Observed numerical ratios on the musical scale (Greeks loved music)
· The chaos of sound can be brought into a rational, beautiful, knowable order by the imposition of number
· Inferred that the entire universe is a harmonious arrangement ordered and knowable through numbers

They inferred that the entire universe is like music; this is knowable not buy the Gods giving the information but by mathematics

Harmony:
· The universe is rational
· Its parts fits together in ‘harmonia’ literally: a carpenter’s joint
· Also, a musical fitting together 

Cosmos:
· Ordered whole; the universe is an ordered whole


Universe isn’t rational because of the one thing that created it

Which view is more likely to be correct and which view do you wish were correct?
· Swerve view = more of a religious/mystical view

Number and the Nature of Things
· Pythagoreans: The underlying nature of all things is number and figure. These are studied by arithmetic and geometry
· Behind the world that we perceive with out sense which is always changing is the greater reality of mathematics which is pure and unchanging
· We do not know this by looking, using our senses, but by thinking

Questions Raised:
Metaphysical:
· What exists?
· What is real?
Epistemological:
· How do we acquire knowledge?

Ex. crossing the park or going around to get to the store the fastest.
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