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Great Philosophers – Lecture #2

Introduction to the course:
History of philosophy is a long reasoned conversation carried out through time
· Begins with one philosopher making an asserting and trying to prove it
· Student raises objections and attempts to show 

The Principle of Charity:
· Always adopt the most charitable interpretation of your opponents words 
· Opponents views are always assumed reasonable, plausible or defensible as possible 
Truth  Winning 

Our Conversation:
· The overarching question: What is it to be human? or What is human nature?
Epistemology
Metaphysics
Ethics and Political
Philosophy 
Logic

Philosophy: a system of answers to a foundation of questions

What to expects from this course:
· State the philosophers views in your own words; clearly, concisely, and completely 
· Learn the ideas of the great philosophers and put it into your own words
· Write in sentence and paragraph form
Think Critically:
· Say why these assertions are true 
Avoid the Straw Man Fallacy:

In rough work write in standard form:
Ex. All men are mortal
      Socrates is a man
      Socrates is mortal

= makes your work clear

= then you can look at the premises and say are these true?
= even if these premises are true, do they really support the conclusion?

To make your reasoning clear, use inference indicators
· Inferences indicators for the premises: since, because, given that
· Inference indicators for the conclusion: thus, consequently, therefor, it follows that

Introduction to Plato:
What is it to be human?
· Are we vulnerable, fragile, and mortal?
· Is there a larger
(GET THE REST OF THESE NOTES)

Background:
· Before the first philosophers they were poets
· Hesiod
· Homer
The Greeks understood their poets to be like prophets (written under divine inspiration)
· Deeds of men and gods
· Greeks looked to Homer and Hesiod to learn about the Gods and for instruction on how to live

Gods and Men:
· Men: vulnerable, mortal, fragile, subject to constant change: born, grow, age, die
· Gods: the best of the mortals
· The Gods: immortal, invulnerable, immortal, unchangeable
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