March 21st-2012.
History from below- question- in a country with systematic white racism, how do African Americans work, create cultural practices, and engage in politics? This is difficulty bcz After 1877 we cant think of their politics in terms of voting. All that has to go out the window bcz these are ppl who cant vote, but then how do u crate culture and create politics if u don’t vote?! How do u work if u can never own too much land or if u own too much land then u can inquir the land of ur white neighbors and u wont be punished!. So he says to this 

“Of Our Spiritual Strivings”
· From the souls of black folk: “the problem of the twentieth Century is the problem of the color-line.”
· Du bois, the Souls of Black Folk. Ed. Brent ayes Edwards (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), 3.
· Du bois seeks to deal with the so-called “Negro Problem” by showing that it can only be solved by the equality of white Americans and African-americans.
· Equality in “work, culture, liberty” (13)
· He notes how he is often asked questions about the ‘Negro Problem”, and behind these questions he hears the question: ‘How does it feel to be a problem?”
· Though note: there are “no truer exponents of the pur spirit of the Declaration of Independence than the American Negroes” (14).
WHEN WE READ A BOOK IN EGNLISH LANGUAGE, THE PROBLEM THE VOICE DESCRIBES, WE WLL HAVE a question about DU BOIS IN THE FINAL!! WHEN U SIT DOWN TO WITE OUR ANSWERS ITS NOT APPROPRIATE TO REFER TO AFRICAN AMERICANS AS NEGROS EVEN THOUGH HE DOES. 
From course pack: between me and the other world, there is ever an unasked question. Unmasked by some throough feelings of delacy by others throught the difficulty of rightly writing it. None the less by, they approach me in a sort of hesitant way, curusiosly or compationately, they say: I know an excellent colored man in my town. 
This is the 1904 version of saying ive got a really good black friend, and u follow it up by a stereotype.
Or do not be suthorn outrageous and make ur blood boil, at these I smile, or reduce the boiling to a simmer as the occasion may require. To the real question, how do u feel to be a problem? I still dunt know the word. The voices open by saying, the 19 century post own dealing with the legacy of slaery and in 1903, he trying to persued ppl that they need to deal with it then or else the problem will explode. He says, however that this is also of interest in the united states bcz llala than the American negros. The idea that everyone born into equal rights and free.
· The problem of the color-line is based on social and political factors endemic to the united-states.
· African-Americans become conscious of themselves as social and political actors through a competing set of values and activities that produce what he calls “double consciousness”.
· He describes the experience of what he calls the Veil: a wall of separation between the worlds of White Americans and African-Americans,
· Veil: a metaphor for not being able to see clearly the other side. W
· White Americans do not have to see the other side, while African-Americans must be able to comport themselves to these distinctions. 
The sorrow songs that preceed every ch. Of this book. U can tell this book is old bcz he says all these songs the African Americans are interested in are liked down upon by everyone else. Some music historicans laid out the most main stream ways after being appropriated by main stream media so ppl who produce music don’t get the whole amount of payment to what they produce.
· He notes three immediate ways of dealing with this separation: competition (Du Bois records being competitive, although he later writes that “that which may be assumed as true of white men must be proven beyond peradventure if it relates to Negroes.”), sycophancy, or silent hatred.
· Due bois, The Negro (Amherst: Humanity Books, 2002 [1915]), 26.
No matter what u do ppl are going to question you! The other option is sycophancy which in terms today is another way of saying KISSING ASS, none of these have anything to do with the self realization of the emergenazlied  group of ppl, it doesn’t help you and it doesn’t help other ppl by trying to compete. In a different way he says on page 36
We wont really look at ch.3 in general.
Three attitudes (CHAPTER 3)
1. A feeling of revolt and revenge.
2. Assimilation: adjusting al thgouth and action to the will of the greater group
3. Changing society through new ways of thinking and acting that lead to self realization and self development.
· Du bois prefers 3; the spirit of liberty can only be relized if all share political and social freedoms equally: the measure is not the most successful but the oppressed and marginalized.
Do boy admit in this book that he says when he wrote this book, he still suffered from racism! Yes a bunch of stereotypical references to jewish ppl. And he says looking back he realizes he was wrong! U cant liberate ppl and then blame ppl without realizing where those stereotypes come from!

This is blocked on one side by racism and on the other side by “double-consciousness”
· Racism is analyzed as a political apparatus; in the US: “Jim Crow” laws. See also 12.
· “relentless color-prejudice is more often a cause than a result of the Negro’s degradation” 41.
· ‘Jim Crow the term “Originated around 1830 when Thomas Rice, a white performer who blackened his face with burnt cork, gained fame singing a song called ‘Jump Jim Crow’. “
· Explanatory note to du bois, the Souls of Black Folk, 214.
In a way du bois doesn’t wanna talk about prejudices, you think are they racised?! If we wanna talk about racism we have to talk about a structure of privileges of discriminatory structure. One easy way to do this, whatu can do is pick ppl in the parliament and count how many men there are and how many women, how many physical minorities and how many ppl of European dissent? Men and women and roughly 50% each and from these numbers there must be some kind of physical constraint that women are in politics, maybe we should examine what they are! 
“Double Consciousness”
· For the African-American, this world:
· “Yields him no true self-consciousness, but only lets him see himself through the revelation of the other world. It is a peculiar sensation, this double consciousness, this sense of always measuring one’s soul by the tape of a world that looks on in amused contempt and pity. One ever feels his twoness, --An American, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps it from being torn asunder” (8).
· In sum: double consciousness involves seeing oneself through one’s own desires and aspirations, and yet so often looking at one’s self through eyes of White Americans and internalizing their contempt and pity.
· This prevents self-realization: “to make is possible for a man to be both a Negro and an American” (9).

Du Bois’ Goals
· Equality in “work, culture, liberty” (13).
see also paradoxes at 40.
· Due bios calls for:
1. The right to vote
2. Civic equality
3. Education of youth according to ability. –education is the way towards political impasitation, but its still a legitimate question! 
Education
· Self—consciousness will be attained through knowledge, and training teachers to educate the less-advantaged and poorer populations. Elsewhere he calls those who can master their education and who can in turn teach others the ‘talented tenth’ (analogy: a kind of pedagogical vanguard).

From this point on all we will be reading is simon du bevoir. Next week begin for Monday by reading ch.1 and imbeguity of freedom, we won’t read the whole thing but we need to start with ch,1 and one more thing, bring the book next week.
