Aristotle
· Far more pragmatic than Plato
· Raphael painted something with Plato pointing to the heavens (wow, amazing):
 
 
Review from last class:
· Plato:
· The philosopher king does not actually want to rule
· Plato believed that the selfless, conscious, ruling group was dedicated to philosophy and not politics
· If you could find this ruling group, the rule was right
· He believed rulers were chosen on irrational methods
· Absolute power was bound to both corrupt rulers and degrade citizenship
· Plato
· Compelled a citizen and controlled by the timeless agent of the universal truth
· Eg. Philosopher Kings
· Through this logos speaks
· Universal logos - governed by the divine element within him
· When political power is joined to knowledge it loses its compulsive element
· Compulsion will no longer be necessary
· In this way, political power becomes changed in to principle
· By transforming power in to principle, Plato could then define the citizen as one who shared in the benefits flowing from that principle
· We all benefit and share from these principles
· This stands in contrast to the Aristotelian notion  (power to share)
· In Plato's scheme, there was no power to share
· The form of the good would then be written in to the structure of the community
· The idea of citizenship was severed from the idea of meaningful participation (by citizens)
· Plato - the political community (the community that seeks to resolve its internal conflicts by internal methods is replaced by the idea of the virtuous community)
· Devoid of both conflict and politics
· Plato attempts to get the political out of politics (or vice versa)
· Plato never denied that each member of the community, regardless of how humble, had a right to share in the benefits of the community
· What he did deny, was that the contribution could be created to a claim to share in the political decision making
· The good, as understood by the philosopher king, could provide in the benefits for all
· This means that Plato's criticism of political participation grew out of his distinction of political knowledge and political decision making
· Compound of half truths and beliefs incorrectly understood
· Plato did not think the average person had much to contribute in terms of politics
· According to Plato, if the world was run by average citizens we would be run by morons
· Side note: we are
· Finally, Plato's distrust of political participation rested on the infinite source of knowledge (?)
· The belief that political science was a body of absolute knowledge was closely connected with what one may call a static character which one may attribute to the contribution of knowledge
· Because the true objects of thought were fixed and unchanging, it was possible for thought to achieve absolute precision and accuracy
·  What does Plato use for his standards?
· He looks to medicine
· The knowledge of political knowledge was not shaped by political phenomena
· It was inspired by the precision attained in science, mathematics, and medicine (not the knowledge of politics)
· Criticism of Plato
· He argued that the only relevant political knowledge was possessed by the trained elite
· Expert knowledge has always been observed in the few
· Only relevant form of knowledge for making political judgements
· What is the nature of political judgements?
· Two kinds:
· Popular Political Knowledge
· Expert Political Knowledges
· True political knowledge was deriving from insight to a special political world
· One could argue that this is not political judgement at all
· Does this truth and knowledge have any relevance to the real world?
· Do they take in to account everyday concerns?
· If one of the main functions of political association is to render public judgements, the plans (aspirations, claims of members, etc.)
· Opinions of the whole of average, everyday people?
· Otherwise you are not dealing with reality
· This means that opinions may in fact be the means for enhancing the politicalness of a society if they can be made to express a sense of involvement on the part of the members
· You want the members (citizens) to be involved
· Important politically:
· For that he/she expresses public opinion
· VOTER APATHY IS TRASH
· If citizens see a relation between what is troubling them as a person and what a society is seeking in terms of general goals and purposes they accomplish their responsibility (?) as a citizen
· Connection between a public and political opinion
· Political consciousness begins when the member (though a requirement) states private needs, grievances, or aspirations, in a public manner
· Must be shared and be a form of public knowledge
· The decision making of the community was to be done by the nocturnal council
· Meaning:
· If we are going to rule wisely we need to be able to suppress our passions
· @ walkout of the FEWO committee by the Libs (suck it Sheila Malcolmson [NDP])
· Basis of rationalism:
· Don't destroy it for fear of making it worse
· A wise government never raises issues before their time, they wait until there is enough public pressure
· The Allegory of the Cave
· Powerful metaphor in Western political philosophy
· Insightful allegory to the potential for domination (ideological sense)
· He compares the effective of education and the lives of it in people in the following situations:
· Prisoners chained from the time they are born
· They are comfortable with their reality because they know nothing else (complacency)
· Plato claims this to be precisely the human condition
· Humans: subject to illusion, false ideologies, etc.
· According to Plato, we are all born in to a kind of comfortable slavery
· Kind of slavery in which it is extremely difficult for us to become aware of our slavery and indifference, because we are complacent with our lives; not aware of false needs/false wants; not capable of discovering the difference between truth and illusion
· After being exposed to the world, the prisoner wants to retreat to the cave
· Once out of the cave, are prisoners incapable of seeing and understanding the simplest things?
· Though they are surrounded by the light to day
· Slowly, the eyes adjust and people are aware of their surroundings and the prisoner begins to differentiate amoung things in the new world
· The sun itself would become an object of attention and comprehension
· This is no easy task
· For Plato, paradise is a peculiar condition of self-enslavement
· Education is a slow, painful process that exposes people to the truth
· Liberation and education are intimately connected
· The Allegory of the Cave is also a story of oppression and the direct physical control of people over/under it
· The first prisoner, anxious to return to the comfort of the cave; most if not all ideologies contend or claim that they understand reality and they know what is best for humanity
· Each ideology claims that they are committed to help us see the light
·  Even though Plato believed that finding ones way out of the cave is an important part of being human, Philosophers play an important role in this undertaking, he also knew that the process was extraordinarily difficult; exceedingly dangerous and impossible with force
· Must attempt to differentiate between shadows and puppets/truth and illusion
· Understand between various people, things, etc. to see what is good/right
· Normative?
 
 
Aristotle
· Had a distinct and profound impact on Political Science
· Travelled extensively, something that Socrates did not do
· From near Macedonia
· Takes a pragmatic approach
· Economic and trade relations
· Understands justice as distributive justice
· He was still concerned with the basic questions asked by Plato
· Found in his writings: tensions for the ideal state and the intentions for the best practical state
· Aristotle was still concerned with good laws
· Plato could be considered to be characterized by a certain common sense
· Refused to believe that the world was anything but fully real
· Philosophy was not to find some absolute truth but to find the truth in the absolute world
· Philosophy is to be considered to be a failure
· Like Plato, Aristotle was interested in delineating the ideal polis rather than the actual polis of his time
· He didn't think that there was a blueprint to bring forth politics
· Does not help us solve the important problem of politics
· The problem of the best regime and the problem of stability were separate questions
· Independent Questions; which they had never been for Plato
· Aristotle showed his difference from Plato:
· Before one could establish the best regime one had first to describe and understand the actual condition of the city-state
· Understand the condition of the polis
· Found Plato's forms being completely separated from reality
· Takes from Plato: Teleology
· The theory of purpose, ends, goals, final causes to what one might cause the good
· Explains the past and present in terms of the future
· This view is opposed to mechanism
· Mechanism
· Causal; why does x happen?
· Chicken or the Egg
· Squirrel loves nuts
· Takes from Plato:
· Reality lies in form
· Original matter was something shared by it (with other things) which had developed differently
· To understand, and bear the characteristics that distinguish it from other things:
· The definition then must describe the form in to which it had grown
· Must be knowledge before and not knowledge of matter
· Plato deduced that the only possible explanation lay on the assumption that the world lay on transient forms
· Aristotle did not accept this
· The relationship between the two worlds; causality between two worlds was unaccounted for
· According to Aristotle, Plato did not adequately explain the phenomena of motion or change
· Because of this Aristotle had to account for the problems again (his theories were based in reality)
· Aristotle tried to solve this problem by bringing up:
· Concept of Imminent Form
· Concept of Potentiality (Dynamis)
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