

Outline 17: Athens II: Acropolis; Eleusinian Mysteries & the Panathenaia
Friday, November 17, 2017

Reading: C/F:126 -133 plus reconstruction of the acropolis below!

Τ τ  Tau is for Tyrannicides (p. 118)
· last Phoenician-derived letter
Industrial Athens
· Solon’s economic reforms
Every man had to teach son a trade 
Illegal to not have occupation 
Import foreign craftsmen and give them citizenship
· Kerameikos
black & red figure
· slavery (p. 125)
Source: Conquest, piracy, revolt, offspring
Status: No legal rights 
Advantages for slaves: Paid, fed, housed, steady work
Advantages for owners : Freedom for citizens to participate in democratic government 
Peiraieus
·   plan : orthogonal (Hippodamus) 
·   Peisistratos (Improvements) 
·   Themistokles 
·   imports
·  Exports

Eleusinian Mysteries @ Eleusis
·  Secret, nocturnal 
·  Fall (planting time) 
·  Initiates : Greek- speaking men, women , slaves 
· Demeter
· initiates
· purification
· Sacred Way: caryatid, cista (p. 132)
· Telesterion: rites
Panathenaia
· Panathenaic Way
· peplos
· Procession: Elgin Marbles (p. 130-131)
Great Panathenaia 
· Deluxe party every 4 years 
· Religious ceremonies 
· Contests 
· Valuable prized for more than first place 
Competitions 
1. Panhellenic athletic contests
·  Panathenaic amphora (p. 130-131)
2. tribal: Anthippasia (p. 130)
· Apobates
· Athenians only 
· Prizes : Cash gold crowns, sacrificial animals 
· Anthippasia : Cavalry display 
3. musical (Odeion of Perikles)
Torch race, King Archon (Basileus) 
· Nocturnal
· Tribal competition 
· Altar of Athena 
· Team prize ($$ + ox) 
Acropolis
· Persian War, Perikles
· see Plutarch Perikles p. 127 (sidebar)
Propylaia (# 1 on attached plan): 
· features:
· Doric exterior/Ionic Interior 
· Picture Galley (# 1B on attached plan)
·  for picture subjects see p. 127 (sidebar)
Temple of Athena Nike (# 2 on attached plan: p. 129) 
· features
· Salamis
Brauroneion: Sanctuary of Artemis Brauronia (#3 on attached plan)
Athena Promachos: (#4 on attached plan)
·  Pheidias 
·  Marathon
Parthenon (#5 on attached plan): 
· Pediments
· Alexander’s shields, Nero’s dedication 
Doric elements/western influence
· metope sculpture (Selinus): 
· theme (p. 22)
·  Amazonomachy 
·  Trojan wat 
·  Gigantomachy 
·  Lapiths vs Centaurs 
· double interior colonnade (Poseidonia)
Ionic elements
· treasury columns 
· inner frieze (p. 128 & 131) 
Statue of Athena Parthenos
· Pheidias 
· chryselephantine
· shield
Altar (#6 on attached plan)
Erechtheion (# 7 on attached plan)
Erechtheus & Athena (p. 128)
· temple of Athena Polias
· sacred olive tree 
· north porch
· caryatid porch (south)  (p. 129) 
The Acropolis & Neo-Classical architecture

Images: caryatid with cista (p. 132), Panathenaic amphora (p. 130), Anthippasia (p. 130), Parthenon: metope (p. 22), frieze (p. 128 & 131); Erechtheion: caryatid porch (p. 129), Temple of Athena Nike (p. 129)

Take a virtual tour of the acropolis! (acropolis-virtualtour.gr/en.html)

Words to Remember
People: Peisistratos, Themistokles, Demeter, Athena, Athena Promachos, Pheidias, Athena Parthenos, Erechtheus
Places: Peiraieus, Eleusis, Telesterion, Panathenaic Way, Propylaia, Athena Nike, Brauroneion, Parthenon, Erechtheion
Terms: cista, caryatid, peplos, Elgin Marbles, Panathenaia, Panathenaic amphora, Anthippasia, pediment, chryselephantine, neo-classicism

Think About It!
1. In what ways did the acropolis remind Athenians of their significant victories at Marathon and Salamis in the Persian Wars?
2. In what ways did the Great Panathenaia differ from the panhellenic games at Olympia?
3. In his Life of Perikles, the biographer Plutarch (sidebar p. 127) lists the materials, craftsmen and artists needed for re-building the acropolis. Which of these surprises you and how are they relevant?  
4. On p. 127 (sidebar), Pausanias describes the paintings he saw in the picture gallery. Which painting is relevant to the principal deity of the acropolis?
5. Which structure on the Athenian acropolis impresses you the most? Why?
6. Do you think the Elgin Marbles should be returned to Athens? Why or why not?

Mini Review Quiz on the Acropolis at Athens

	a. Propylaia
	b. Temple of Athena Nike
	c. Brauronion
	d. Parthenon
	e. Erechtheion



· dedicated to many gods - Erechtheion
· dedicated to Artemis - Brauronion
· small Ionic temple - Temple of Athena Nike
· Ionic temple on two levels
· temple that combined Doric & Ionic orders - Parthenon
· entrance gate - Propylaia
· housed a chryselephantine statue - Parthenon
· origin of the Elgin Marbles - Parthenon
· metopes depict the triumph of Greek civilization – Parthenon?
· Poseidon’s trident went through its porch roof - Erechtheion
·  housed an ancient wooden statue of Athena - Erechtheion
·  Pheidias made a statue of Athena for it - Parthenon
·  caryatid porch - Erechtheion
·  had a picture gallery - Propylaia
·   named for an eponymous hero of 1 of 10 tribes of Athens - Erechtheion
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Acropolis at Athens
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