Unit 9-Education and Learning 4

Functions of Education 
· Learning begins the second we are born and ends when we die, we are constantly learning
· Some learning happens in educations but not all learning 
· People are starting families later as they are taking on studying in their youth 
· Education as a total institution
· Sociologists define it as an institution that dominates a person’s life 
· It shapes multiple facets of people’s lives 
· School shapes people’s lives for more than 15 years-which is incredible as human life span is of a fixed thing 
· School teaches us about a lot of things other than scholarly-how to act, treat others etc. 
· Education has replaced some of the core functions that used to be done at home or at churches 
· School teaches us how to exercise and live healthy lives 
· In school there is a lot of divisions of power 
· Child is the object of institutions 
· School has a lot of power and influence on a child so much that it can be compared to be a prison 
· Not just about learning the content or skills but rather about social control where you are programmed and scheduled 
· Education is the primary vehicle in which we transfer power and privilege 
· The longer you stay in school the more successful you are later on 
· Outcomes of Education
· Individual
· Human capital 
· Capital is a resource 
· Things we own that allow us to do things we could not otherwise do
· Our bodies including our minds are mobilized to achieve social goals 
· Education increases our human capital that we can trade later on for money in our jobs 
· Become more valuable with school 
· Earnings premium
· People who stay in school longer are able to earn more money later on 
· Clear earnings premium when looking at data it is clear that the longer you stay in school the more money you make and the lower the unemployment rate for you 
· In poorer countries there are more people who get bachelor degrees 
· Doesn’t matter what degree you go into, you still have an earnings premium when it comes to the comparison of everyone else 
· People who went to university have a massive earnings premium, the major disparity is that women make significantly less money than men 
· Societal benefits
· Extension of education is good for the individual and good for all of us 
· People with higher education are able to fill in jobs and allows us to be interdependent 
· Helps our economy to pay to come to university 
· Having more health professionals and professional people means that there will be more inventions and innovations that we can all share 
· Keeping kids in an environment where they can be controlled allowing parents to work 
· Brings order and predictability to the society 
· School offers options and paths we can take 
· Giving people the skills to succeed allowing for a meritocracy society 
· Teaches people socialization and how to behave 
· Forces people together that would otherwise not be in contact increasing tolerance 
· Builds better citizens 
· Trains a new generation of workers 
· Makes sure people can get along at a fundamental level 
· Going through school makes someone better informed increasing equality and gives people opportunities to people to contribute to how we run our democracy 
· Structured around the need to reproduce an economic core 
· Younger people are not voting as much-the connection that was once thought existed between schooling and civic involvement is not seen recently –major social question 
· Different perspectives on education 
· Student as an empty vessel 
· Devoid of relevant prior knowledge 
· Told to reproduce the knowledge you are given from the teacher 
· Teacher’s job is to pour in information into the student and student is told to internalize the information 
· Problems with this view
· People don’t learn in only one way 
· Paolo Friere- Pedagogy of the Oppressed
· Found it immoral 
· Assumption of empty vessel is dehumanizing 
· Assumes everyone is the same with the same experiences and knowledge 
· It is alienating 
· Assumes that the flow of education is only in one direction and this assumption reflects the social control of the institution 
· We need to rethink how we think about education 
· It establishes outcomes 
· We should look at educations as a process rather than outcome that takes a long period of time 
· Conscientization= not only addressing the what but rather the emphasis should be on why-ask why instead of what is this 
· Engages with past experiences 
· Opens you up to be an individual 
· Should encourage empathy
· Should be a profound and transformative experience
· Issues in education
· Tension between empty vessel and process-based models of education and learning
· Fundamentals (3 r’s-reading, writing, arithematics) vs. exploratory learning 
· Fundamentals idea is an empty vessel idea and is in line with standardized testing 
· What does education mean when knowledge is at our fingertips? 
· The entire model of education is on the assumption that the internet does not exist 
· Problem of access (search) vs. problem of abundance (interpretation) 
· People went to school to learn things that were not accessible otherwise 
· Now all you have to do is type in a theme and you will get all the knowledge you need-can do research in seconds that previously took days 
· A new problem arose from this-information you find may not be legit or trustworthy –in the avalanche of knowledge there is a problem with interpretation=have to be skeptical with the validity of everything you read 
· Reasoning over recall 
· Recall matters less and less as more and more information becomes available at our fingerprints-should focus more on reasoning than recall 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]There is a broad inability to understand claims in the context in which they exist 
· Trends in Education
· Education is becoming…
· More common-more people are doing more education more often
· More time consuming 
· College is more common than university
· Compelling to increase value in job market 
· Less people need to work to survive 
· Less labour jobs and more education required jobs (knowledge economy) 
· More women are entering the education system 
· Longer programs for the same jobs 
· Monetary inflation 
· High tuition 
· Credential inflation
· Plays on time 
· Keeps young people captured in institutions during their prime 
· Does all of this education match the economy? –David Livingstone(book on education jobs gap-under employment-can’t find the job that matches your credentials) 
· There are a lot of overqualified people working for jobs not matching their qualifications 
· Credentialism
· Represent that the individual is now skilled and qualified to enter that part of the labour market 
· Proves that someone has the ability to learn something and become competent 
· Credentials are the be-all measure of learning/knowledge 
· What about informal or tacit learning?
· Takes place outside the classroom 
· Experience and doing 
· Not translated in a series of steps/learning/tests 
· Foundation of socialization 
· How we learn most things 
· Natural learning from personal interest 

Critical Perspectives on Education and Learning 
· Why are some students successful in school and some are not? 
· Values in home tend to line up with values in education system 
· Pierre Bourdieu
· Cultural capital =kids growing up in different context acquire different cultural capitals 
· Came from working class background 
· Considered himself to be smarter than his teachers 
· Noticed that kids who came from upper class backgrounds did better in school even though he was smarter than them 
· Came up with cultural capital
· Those that grow up in a poor household will have an extensive knowledge of beer while those in a wealthy household will have an extensive knowledge in wine etc… 
· Argued that most of the teachers come from a certain social class and will tend to reflect upper class and use their own cultural survival tool kit to assess students and thus someone will appear smarter if they have the same cultural reference points 
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