Unit 6- Social class and Inequality 6

Social class and Inequality
· Most of this will be part of the conflict paradigm 
· Place us into categories and how these categories reinforce and reflect social power
· Power is a big theme 
Why are some people rich and others poor?
· Generational wealth 
· Education 
· Live in a society where it is easier for rich people to stay rich and others to stay poor 
· Choices and ability to mobilize resources 
· Value of certain skill sets than others 
· The difficulty of a job is not considered in the paycheck 
· Individualist explanation-individual qualities and choices (people are good at different things and make different choices)—has a lot of cultural weight(we respect people with these titles)
· Structuralist explanation-looks at the structure of the broader social world and how the economy works(privileging some things and de-privileging others) 
· Economy is structure in such a way that creates a category of poorness and therefore someone has to fill it 
· Both explanations show that resources are not equitably distributed 
Findings from 150 years of sociological research
· Society is a sorter and a categorizer 
· Many of these categories are involuntary (gender, ethnicity, etc)
· These categories are sticky (they can change but they’re sticky as its almost always really hard to do but they tend to carry on)
· Individualist and structuralist explanation cannot be applied to child poverty 
· Child poverty has not changed in so many years-poor kids grow up to have poor kids maintaining the percentage of child poverty 
· Why is this category being recreated over all these generations 
How to think about inequality
· Every society has inequalities 
· Systems of inequality differ –some societies are highly unequal while others are more equal 
· Ascribed characteristic-a thing that is imposed on you-assigned to you 
· Achieved characteristic(meritocracy)-ideas that if every society has inequalities that is expressed in different ways then it is good to have a society that categorizes people by achievements
Meritocracy
· Many institutions are structured based on this idea-competing with each other 
· This is produced by us 
· These things are created by us
· Willingness to sacrifice time and effort to outcompete colleagues 
· Schools are not cooperative or consensus based but rather grades and put you into a competitive environment and you have to compete to get what you want 
· We create these inequalities by reinforcing this competition 
· This competition however is assumed to be fair or it wouldn’t be a true meritocracy (lets us ideologically justify it) 
· You will rise and fall in life based on your achievements 
A sociological view of inequality
· Many of these competitions are not necessary 
· Inequalities of outcome-inequalities that we see (outcomes of competition)-direct product of meritocracy 
· Any competitive system will have inequalities of outcome 
· Structural inequality is built into how the system works (this is hidden but is expressed in how the system works) 
· Many people are unable to come to university due to high tuition 
· Many people belong at university but are unable to come due to structural inequality (family resources are not available to them) 
· There is something about how the system works that categorizes people 
Why study inequality
· Window into how society works
· Window into ideology 
· How to effectively tackle social problems-if something isn’t working then another method needs to be tried to solve the social problem
· Question of fairness-if we accept the fact that people are in fact thinking emotional individuals that come together how can this fairness be insured 
Social class
· If you survey people across Canada 75%-80%  of people call themselves middle class 
· Opportunities, privilege, expensive things etc 
· Has a lot to do with material achievements that we possess or can afford and the level of consumption of these materials 
· Lower class is defined as being poor or on the edge of poverty 
· Social class is defined as less material achievements but rather of social position relative to other groups and categories and your relative power 
· Different social classes have access to different resources and power relative to other social classes 
· When we think about social class we think or material achievement while in sociology is more about our place in society
Sociology in History 
· Karl Marx-conflict theorist
· Communist movement 
· Founder of modern communism
· He was a sociologist interested in social organization
· Social class was at the dead center of everything he wrote 
· Vision of social class: “history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles. Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, noble and peasant…”
· Thought history could be read as a story of conflict 
· Argued that the proper way to read human history is that the main reason for change was a conflict between two main groups (one with a lot of social and economic power and one group that does not control economy but is critical towards it) 
· He talked about ancient Greece, Rome and middle ages^^^
· “in our epoch…society is more and more splitting up into two great hostile camps into two great classes directly facing each other-capitalist class and proletariat(working class) 
· Brings it into his own time^(1800s)
· When a group tries to do better for itself it happens at the expense of the other group 
· Capitalism=an economic system that is based on competition where each actor (individual or corporation) seeks to maximize their benefits in a free marketthis replaced a very structured system and made people compete to rise in economy 
· When you have competition of this kind one actor’s gain will come out at the expense of another actor 
· This leads to a high unequal distribution of goods 
· Industrial revolution: 
-1760-1840
-people lived on the lands and hierarchies in which there was a give and take 
-noble had a responsibility of making sure you had what you needed but industrial revolution changed this 
-before you lived where you worked now you work and get a wage and with this wage you have to find a place to live it was now your responsibility 
· Marx sees all these changes and bases his work on this 
· Sees that the owner is never present in work process
· Marx’s vision of social class:
[bookmark: _GoBack]-2 main social classes and 2 smaller classes (under class/lump in proteleriat)-prostitutes, disabilities, people who don’t work etc…
-inequalities are built into how capitalism works 
-says petit bourgeoisie will soon disappear didn’t focus on them or under class 
-private property-idea that things can be bought and sold like access to land –who is able to acquire private property 
-some people are able to acquire private property without working while others have to trade their time and body for a wage 
· Marx’s vision of social class under capitalism:
-exploitation=what you get back for your labor is a fraction of what you are actually producing 
-means of production=way in which we generate wealth
-means of production becomes concentrated into fewer and fewer fast and thus allowing people to become extremely rich quick while others cannot –only a small amount of people can gain means of production 
-problem of alienation=refers to artificial distance between people due to competition, their families, structured interactions and from themselvespersonhood is lost and can easily be replaced by machines-Marx thinks that people will not put up with this and communism will take over
-Reserve army of labour=if you have a free market between workers and capitalist there will always be those that are unemployed worker takes on much of the risk workers are fired first whenever there is a problem always going to be people in between jobs have workers under constant threat of being fired no pressure on the employer as there are so many other people that could be hired if not you 
· Other concepts
-false consciousness=happens when people who are exploited identify with ideologies of the dominant class 
-class for itself=group that acts as a coherent interest group instead of having workers compete against each other they come together to fight for themselves
· Max Weber-interactionist 
· Founder of sociology 
· Generation after Marx 
· Helped build the framework of social class 
· Wrote during profound social change 
· He wrote as if he were talking to Marx 
· Less critical of capitalism (overall)
· Interested in capitalism as it has an influence on all social institutions
· Marx wanted to burn down capitalism while weber just used it to understand society 
· He accepted lots of Marx’s ideas-in how society works (didn’t accept all of it)
· Things are more complicated than Marx’s two class model…
· Vision of social class
-multiple classes
-class of people between the two main classes 
-didn’t see this class of people as going away 
-he included professionals and trade’s people in the middle group 
-he didn’t dismiss the middle class 
-he categorized people by the amount of work they had to put in to get a certain income (capitalists didn’t have to work and still receive a large income)
-on the other hand middle class and lower class would receive no income if they did not work
-lower class still received less money when they are working at the max amount of time 
-argued that the only true source of power didn’t come from the economy
-argued that there were multiple sources of power (big one he pointed to is status-although people who are wealthy hold a bigger status but it’s not exclusively economic for ex. a priest holds a big status but has no economic power, a judge as well didn’t make as much money but enjoys a social standing and is able to influence people, a professor can also be highly influential even without large income) 
-he sees capitalism in a complex way with multiple forces interacting 
-life chancesnot exclusively about social class  more about what chances you got to build yourself up in society  based on the chances you get will influence your view of equality in society what opportunities is open to you as a white person? Black person? Etc… 
-social mobility  refers to movements of social hierarchies in one generation or across generations ability to go up and down of a ladder of social achievement  in a true meritocratic system people would easily be able to move up and down this ladder gini coefficient=elegant way of measuring income inequality in society =goes from 0-1=0 is perfect equality=1 is perfect inequality social mobility is affected by the prediction of being able to tell income based on parent’s income  countries that are more unequal are more predictable and have less social mobility if you have more inequality you have less social mobility= great Gatsby curve 
-why do we care about inequality?  If a certain class of people dissociate from the norm a revolution occurs enhance equality to make it better for ourselves having unequal society causes deviance fairness inequality is connected to a huge range of other social problems  people trust people less when there is higher inequality in the country causing higher mental illness 
Ted talk:
· The more unequal countries have higher social problems 
· Kids do worse in unequal societies 
· The well-being of our society is based on the differences between us 
· More unequal societies have harsher sentencing to crime 
· Social mobility is more static in America (unequal society)
· Poor countries are not doing worse than richer countries rather it is better to look at what is happening on the inside of the country 

