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Intersectionality White Privilege

TOPICS 
· First and second wave 
· Intersectionality 
· Critical Whiteness Studies 

First wave of feminism 
· Western feminism starts in 1800
· One issue that dominates first wave feminism 
· Suffrage (right to vote)
· Nelly McClung and Emily Murphy (suffragettes) 
· Many of them were harassed, went to jail, died or experienced death threats 
· When they fought to vote they weren’t really fighting for all women, only for whites 
· Most of them were active promoters of eugenics movements (process of bettering your race through selective breeding) 
· Suffragettes an Eugenics 
· Growing a race 
· Only some people were “fit” to have children not all 
· They have inferior genes so giving birth would ruin the superior population 
· Not all women were allowed to federally in Canada in 1918 – Asians both men and women and only some provinces allowed it but federally they weren’t allowed it 
· 1948 – all Asians were allowed to vote federally in Canada 
· 1960 – many indigenous Canadian men and women were allowed to vote 
· First wave feminism in Canada was heavily invested in white supremacy 
· White feminists have a long history of exclusionary and discriminatory practices – this was only done under the name of “women” 
· If we don’t talk about it, we continue this legacy by erasing racialized women and women with disabilities 

Second wave Feminism
· Starts in the 60’s and ends in the 90’s
· Consists of broader range issues 
· Abortion laws
· Pay legislation 
· Rape councils 
· LGBT
· Black feminists started to critique white feminists because they said they did not take black females experiences to account and take white feminists experiences to judge all women 
· They tended to generalize the experience of white women to all women 
· By interrogating race, they replicated and reinforced the subordination of racialized 
· Used masters tool (ableism, racism, sexism) to further feminism and it didn’t work and fell every time 
· “The masters tools will never dismantle the masters house” 
· White racists feminists were using their judgments to examine the situations 

Intersectionality
· DEFINITION: All systems of oppression to worth together to mutually reinforce one another 
· Inequality exists between women and if we don’t take it seriously and responsibility and change then we perpetuate discrimination in the name of feminism 
· Intersectional work makes us think about how each system props one another 
· It has changed the way we do business in feminism and it is not just about individuals acts of racism and sexism but how systems marginalize people 

VIDEO: WTF is Intersectional Feminism? (Youtube) – Francesca Ramsey 
· How does intersectional approach change our analysis of these issues? 
· Looking at the inner sections of peoples identity 
· Examine our own privileges
· Listen to each other 
· And practice it 
· Equal Pay
· Talking about wage gap in a general wage – women makes 0.72 cents for every dollar a man makes 
· If we break it down intersectionally, indigenous women make 0.64 cents for every dollar a man makes 
· Birth Control and Abortion 
· Women have the right to birth control and abortion
· But intersectionally poor people don’t have the access or are too poor to afford these services 
· Racism and classism have a role in women not being able to get what they want 
· Street Harassment 
· Everyone has the right to walk the street
· But trans women of colour especially get harassed is on the rise
· No one takes their perspective into consideration not allowing us to approach it intersectionally 

Critical Whiteness Studies 
· White people are not often racially seen and named 
· White people often assume themselves to be ‘just; people, generic and deracialized 
· Conceals a relationship of power
· White privilege 
· Problematize whiteness – main goal is critical white theorists are trying to problematize whiteness 
· White people are privileged under white supremacy 

Name and explain 3 ways that white people are colonizing Intersectionality, according to Jamie Utt. 
1. Columbusing Intersectionality while teaching it as a theory of difference 
a. Kind of dumb because prior to Columbus finding “north America” Indigenous women and Indians were already living here 
2. Highlighting ones marginalization’s to avoid accountability
a. Thinking about how people are in this system is farther than being marginalized
3. Calling for Intersectionality without doing the work to disrupt white supremacy 
a. We need to be more accountable for privilege we have to think about who gains from these marginalization

A Few Other Terms
· Colour Blindness  
· Ablest terms but it is used consecutively 
· White people not wanting to talk about White privilege (race)
· Hand in hand in systemic racism 
· Paints white people has innocent and blocks the name of racism 
· White Fragility (Robin Di Angelo) 
· Is state in which a minimal amount of race stress to cause distress
· White people feel so uncomfortable talking about race it makes them at discomfort and uncomfortable 
· “Reverse” Discrimination 
· Explain why “reverse racism” is wrong?
· White people victimize themselves and makes it seem like they suffer just as much 
· Reverse racism is about history and context 
· Jokes against coloured people can continue a stigma that will lead to violent act

[bookmark: _GoBack]Intersectional Movement 
· BLM (Black lives Matter) 
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