
LECTURE 5
1. Gender, sexuality and disability: intersectional perspectives 
1. Eli Clare, exile and Pride Disability as a weakeness, Masculinity as strength: sick kids video 
 
 Invictus Games
· Though you are disabled you can still represent your  country in a different way 
· In some ways it shows that to be valuable citizen you have to make a contribution and show your contribution 
 
Exile and Pride 
· Different models of disability: medical, social model 
· Two very different models 
 
Medical: how its classified in medical context and historical context, a problem that needs to be cured/ diagnosed, focuses on the individual and it’s a you problem ( Eli clare)
 
Social model: debility and impairment, the disability is in the society that creates these conditions , in the social model it is the environment that creates the disability by failing to provide resources to accommodate 
 
Critical Disability Scholarship nuance and complicates these two models by also recognizing the complex overlap and interplay
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Chronic illness (invisible disability: mental health, MS, depression)
· Changing technologies ie. Deaf culture is high and the new ear piece that helps them hear takes away from the high deaf culture, no desire to fix deafness… on the other hand people with chronic pain don’t want to suffer and they want new tech. to help take away the pain 
· Different military's are developing exo-skeletons to lift heavy loads 
 
What is an ableist society 
· Characterized by the cultural, social, political, legal and economic oppression of people  with disabilities and they structure it so able people are privileged with normal bodies
 
How they oppress?
· Painting disabled people as brave or inspirational when they've done an ordinary act
· People with disability lack access to a diversity of job opportunities due to their disabilities
· Many disabled people in an ableist society are defined as asexual or non sexual because of their impairments (usually those with a wheel chair)
 
Eli Clare - The Mountain
· Describes the world as a mountain where disabled ppl are at the bottom and able people are at the top with privilege 
· The mountain stands for the struggle of race, ability and gender 
· Shows how our conceptions of sexual and gendered identities are based on able - bodieness (An able-bodied person is physically strong and healthy, rather than being weak or having a disability)
· Those who can't preform the normal bodied type poses they are degendered and desexualized by the dominant culture 
· A lot of disabled people have an inner struggle with internalizing supercripdom
 
The Supercrip 
· What are the common supercrip images or narratives and why are they so problematic? 
· The nondisabled world is filled with stories if the disabled are engaging in activities they are a hero and force them to "overcome" their disabilities, which we know is the social model way of approaching this 
· Which intern gives non disabled superiority in the body and in the mind 
· They turn normal disabled people into symbols of inspiration 
· However "positive", these narratives always assume that a disability is always undesirable and can be heroically endured or overcome 
· The "epiphany subplot 
· In our society disability and achievement contradict each other and that any disabled person who overcomes this contradiction is heroic 
· These people are pairing helplessness with disability 
 
The material effects of culture 
· Representation - assumption - discrimination/exclusion 
· Overcoming narratives, "cure" narratives, instead of finding a way to fix a problem we must find ways to cope instead because lots of disabilities do not have cures 
 
 LECTURE 6
 Talia Mae Bettcher. "Evil Deceivers & Make believers"
· Transphobia = any negative attitude (hatred, loathing, moral indignation) towards trans people on the basis of gender enactments
· Violence against transgender people often occurs in sexual context
· Discourse of sexual deception as a form of violation/rape = used to justify violence & even murder (ex. transphobic defence in Gwen Araujo cases)
· This discourse can include concerns with exposure discovery, appearance and reality
· Cisgender policing of sex/gender alignment through identity enforcing 
· Identity enforcing:  a boy who dressed like a women but thinks of herself as a women 
· Appearance/ reality contrast = between sexed body (genitals) and gender presentation. What is normal and acceptable = alignment. Non - alignment = read as deception that legitimates disgust, rejection and even violence 
· Trans people are forced into double bind
· Many trans people like Ararju are accused of deceiving and are subject to sexual violence (sex bodies - gentiles exposed/ misaligned gender presentation)
· double bind = the contrast between gender presentation (appearance) and sex body (reality) 
· you have think about the repercussion for people who are accused of deception, think if they would have stated their gender truth in the beginning… but why should they 
Viability
1. Ones life constructed as fictitious 
1. Ones identity is not taken seriously 
1. Condescended to 
1.  being subject to violence and even murder 
Invisibility 
1. Living in constant fear of exposure (thus, eventually violence and deatg) 
1. Even when you disclose or are forced to you're seen as deceiving previously 
1. Subject to violence and murder 
1. Being blamed for this violence against them 
Policing of gender 
· In bathrooms (men must go to men's room)
· Making signs of who can go where 

LECTURE 7
Indigenous people in pop. Culture 
 
Bell Hooks "eating the other" 
· The other: anyone no part of the white imperialist society
· Capitalism commodifies race and ethnicity = meaning it has been made out to be a wild untouched thing to be conquered and desired by white society 
· US commodity culture exploits common sense thinking about race, gender or sexual desire and markets the other to please white society 
· Some examples in mainstream culture: Using indigenous people as costumes , Cultural appropriation and Sexual relations and taboos  
· By desiring the other white capitalist society thinks they are transgressing racial boundaries while the needs are for their own benefit 
· Imperialist Nostalgia coined by Rosaldo - to convey that people miss things they have lost during their transformation during imperialism
· White men believe that their desire for an other frees them of their racist past or ancestry and claim themselves as non racist  
· Mutual recognition of racism (impact on both those who are dominated and those who dominate) = only standpoint that makes possible an encounter between "races" not based on denial and fantasy 
 
Shake it off video
· The white girls are dainty ballerinas and the women of colour are in booty shorts being oversexualized 
· Ballet is white and middle class and everything else is part of exotic black 
· Narrating white people as boring and bland and in need of spice 
· Tries to show herself as a versatile character so she cant be blamed for cultural appropriation  
 
Cultural appropriation
· Taking up signs of a particular groups and the adoption of the elements of one culture by members of another culture
 
Sexual Relations and taboo's 
· A group of white men getting lucky 
· The continued eroticisation of native American (victoria secret)
· Missing and murdered women and children 
 
Imperialist nostalgia 
·   a mood of nostalgia that makes racial domination appear innocent and pure; people mourning the passing or transformation of what they have caused to be transformed.
 
Daniel Morley Johnson 
· 1996  - when the media address aboriginal issues, the impressions they convey are often distorted( portrayed as conquered and poor minority )
· Terra nullance = means nobodies land in latin
· Many sports teams have named them selves after aboriginal groups and the mainstream white media does not use it for content because they find it irrealavent because most are sponsor teams 
· Johnson: none of these mock & humiliate his family or community.  
· Colonialism disfigures everyone both the oppressors and those oppressed 
· So how can he as an outsider find a way to be an ally, & use his power & privilege to support responsibly the damage done by his ancestors?
· Media uses its platform to play out the gov's anti - indigenous rhetoric and promoting it 
· Canadian settler society have no concept of Indigenous nations as nations; don’t realize legally binding treaties violated by government, & the responsibility the Crown & Canada agreed to when those treaties were signed
 
Dalton McGuinty:
· Ignored international law (treaties) and portrayed negotiation as a gift to FN people rather than a right. Perpetuates cis/sav 

LECTURE 8
Kate Harding: Rape should be a compliment…why?
· Because your lucky someone has had sex with you 
· Because no one else would have you 
· Because having sex is a privilege 
 
Harding: 
· Women's most important job= be attractive to men and Fat women fail this cultural demand, which is reinforced by media, family, friends, men, society in general
· Fat women fail and often internalize this hatred which creates them to downplay any other sexual encounter they will have  
· Hot constructed as objective: thin, white ,blond anyone else is not 
· Very few women fit into this formula; it keeps us all running to stand still (i.e. makeup; hair dye; skin - bleaching; plastic surgery)
· "Fat" women are told to diet rather than being told the way they are is good enough
 
Objective Beauty??
· Reuben's - 17th cent Europe: people 
· Fat women were the ideal body type, they were the beautiful ones 
 
 Rrape cult & feminist politics - Carrie A. Rentschler
· Steubenville trial (2013) described as an affective and technological deployment of the testimonial tradition
· Response- Ability = the ability to respond as a witness or a bystander and the responsibility to do something or say something when we see something happening (specifically sex violence) 
· Often played out with DIY blogging, digital video making use of social media to defy rape culture & offer advice/ support to victims 
· Valenti: most learn more about sex violence and rape culture online than at school 
· 1. technology 2. use of humour 3. focus not just on white middle class but on all genders races (intersectionality)
· Women find their cellphones ar "essential devices of personal safety vs pepper spray EX: I call someone on my way home work at night or have a safety app
· With the increase internet misogyny, ability to offer online support is really important
 
Age 16 -24 
· More likely to have sexual violence against them 
· Factors: age, experience, vulnerability, lack of knowledge 
 
Rape culture (Buchwald 1993)
 = complex of beliefs that encourages male sexual aggression & support VAW. Not biological… not all men rape so its not biological , can be changed social norms and ways we think about rape 
 
Important stats 
· Many on campus sex assaults occur during the first 8 weeks of classes 
· Over 80% of rapes on college campuses are committed by someone know to the victim 
· National survey found that 20% of male students believed forced sex was acceptable if someone spent money on a date, if the persons date was stoned or drunk or if individuals had been dating for a long time 
· 1/2 all canadian women have survived 1 sex violence 
· 10% are reported to police 
· 40% of women w/ disabilities have been raped, abused or assaulted 
· Aboriginal women are 3 times more likely to have violence against them compared to non ab. 

LECTURE 9 
Technology and popular culture: selfies, images and Remaking the body
 
Tidenburg: 
· The increasing amount of communication happens through image EX: emoji's are a form of communication that represent emotions 
Disadvantages
· Exploitation 
· Pressure to follow expectations 
· Negative comments/ feedback 
· Constant comparison 
· Likes = buying into consumerism 
 
Does it narrow our ability to feel?
· We hide behind technology, do everything over text 
 
Selfies as a technology 
· Empowerment for women online to challenge body narratives 
· Showing themselves off. Not scared  but proud 
Consumer Culture 
· Makes us all responsible for surface of our body, girls and women especially targeted, seen as always imperfect  
· Ideals on how we look so we buy products 
· Encourages women to feel inadequate with themselves so they have to spend money 
Selfies speak in bodies and borrow codes of pornography "used by popstars
Ex: snapchat, trying to convey a message 
· Speaking in bodies 
· Codes ofpornography 
· Bikini photo's, facial expressions showing skin for more likes, hair and makeup, filters 
Selfies 
· Can make women feel powerful encourage people to put their body out there (forget societal standards) 
· Creates a body positive atmosphere 
· Women lifting each other up
 
Transformative potential of selfies
· Women relationship to their bodies change through these practices , they see their bodies more positively
· Selfies say: we are not perfect but we are happy about it 
· In reality, we rely on other reassurance and when people comment nice things we feel better about ourselves 
 
Oppression element 
· Audience makes demand: for more images or specific images (often less clothing) or makes negative comments on appearance (popularity paradox  of selfies) 

LECTURE 10
 Mitchell:
· Katniss = a sister, love interest, killer and political symbol
· Hunger Games = power (who has access to power , uses and abuses it 
· Constantly shifting gender identity = a gesture of queerness troubles male/female heterosexuality 
· Katniss = character who blurs. Erases, transcends & challenges traditional representations of gender 
· Plays the game within
· The capitol is very gender fluid appearance 
· Peeta shows masculinity and femininity 
 
Why is Katniss Masculine 
· She is the bread winner 
· The way she dresses 
· It’s a waste of time 
· She fells like a plucked bird 
· She misses her body hair 
· Doesn’t care about being light or dark 
 
 
Dietz:
· Adds problematic and Mormonism similarities
1. Chastity/ abstinence 
1. Family Unit/ Family Values 
1. Immortality 
1. Femininity as passive, helpless; masculinity as dominant & patriarchal 
· Bellas played as awkward childlike and dependent 
· Twilight is not a love story it’s a tragedy  
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