Study Notes Midterm #2 Social Science Approaches to Health Issues


Social Consequences of War on Drugs

Discourses of war on drugs
· Created character of drug dealers (dangerous, polluting social fabric)
· Drugs lead to more dangerous crimes
· Different outcomes for different drugs
· Using once, automatically addicted
· One drug is a gateway to others
· Creates fear to younger people

Should someone be considered a criminal for drug usage?

People in jail are using needles over and over again, so by putting drug users in jail, we are ensuring the spread of Hepatitis through needles. 

Harm Reduction: lowering the risk associated with example: drug use
· Goal is not abstinence, but to acknowledge the real and tragic harm of drug use
· Any measure that helps promotes the health and safety of people ( ex: Purrel, bike helmets)

Different Initiatives
· Methadone maintenance programs
· Insight: exchange of dirty needles for clean ones
· Crack pipe program: gives out clean and properly useable pipes in Ottawa

We are spending millions on criminalization instead of rehabilitation and the health system.


HIV Virus

· First emerged in 1980’s
· People were dying within 2 years
· People with HIV were condemned socially, physically, and emotionally
· Police would target gay people in bars and lock them up
· “The Gay Plague” – they are paying for there sins
· women were not even considered to be able to have HIV til the early 1990’s
· How could the vaginal wall block HIV
· Until Obama, if you had HIV you were denied access into the States

Led to a Moral Panic- an issue that is threatening the social order
2 types of actions of Moral Panic
· The person who creates the panic
· Those we see as threatening
Folk devil- blamed for crimes of social problems

Discourses of HIV
· It is a death sentence
· If you have sex with someone with HIV, you will get it


Homosexuality

· Is homosexuality a sickness?
· Sin against nature
· Lesbian sex wasn’t as big of a deal as 2 men having sex
· Greeks: didn’t believe that homosexual sex was un-natural
· Masturbation was a sin
· Sin became sickness in the 18th century
· Medical Model: people were born being gay, masturbation wasn’t causing it
· 19th century: increase in the criminalization of homosexuality
1969: definition of homosexuality, and no more threat of contagion

Homosexual: medically defined term
Gay: lifestyle, preference, identity

The four re- medicalization of Homosexuality (becoming a sickness again)
1. Gender Identity disorder
2. Emerge of HIV/AIDS – Gay Disease (Gay men are more surveilled in the health care system)
3. Emerge of genetics (possible gay gene)
4. Could increase abortion and prenatal testing.

Mental Health Problems

· We are focusing on how releasing someone will put others at risk, not on NOT releasing them
· Psychotropic Drug Technologies: quick fix, cheap alternatives, similar to pills (advil)
· 1800’s – maintained the right to insert drugs against the patients will, to help avoid risk

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mid 1950’s 
· Turning point in Psychotropic drugs
· Post World War 2
· Rise in Psychotropic addiction
· More women used these drugs than men. Gap is getting much smaller now
· Not proven to be effective
· Commercial opportunities were getting much greater with smaller illnesses
· Getting an illness named, so that people can prescribe a drug for it.
· Increase of PMS drugs for women.
· Clinical trails were mostly done on men, because womens bodies were too complicated

1980’s- birth of SSRI’s (depressants) 


Discourses of Psychotropic drugs
· Makes life better
· Pain Reliever
· Euphoric Image
· Fixes problems
· Minimal side effects
 

Always marketing new and improved drugs but actually the same product by a different name.  – They call these “Me Too Drugs

WHERE DO WE PRIORITIZE WHAT ILLNESS IS MORE IMPORTANT?

We do not discuss the risk of drugs, we look at the minimal side effects. 

Tainted Blood Scandal

· Taking blood from high risk population
· Prisoner’s were in charge of collecting and storing blood
· Reactions from HIV were all over the place
· Tainted blood was being given out during blood transfusions
· Canada did not have technology to test blood, but USA did and Canada STILL didn’t want help
· Taking blood at own risk
· Canada was not letting the population know that they were taking blood transfusions at own risk
· 1985: developed technology to test blood
· Not allow drug users, gay people, Haitian decent to give blood
· Thousands were effected by tainted blood
· Forced Red Cross out of business in 1997
· Lack of awareness



Thalidomide – Germany they gave this pill to rats as a sedative, worked for nausea and morning sickness. Started giving to pregnant all over, and they didn’t think the pill would make its way through the fetus, in the first trimester. Never tested on humans in the 1950’s. Caused defects in children, a lot died. Took Canada 3.5 more months to take Thalidomide off the market. Thinking of bringing it back for certain Leprecie  People taking it have to take monthly urine tests to make sure they are not pregnant. 

Discourses
· Wonder drug
· Get rid of Nausea


Biological Citzien
· No cases went to trail for the Thalidomide (had to go as a family)
· Individual 
· Groups: can increase awareness more. 
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