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[bookmark: _Hlk480559717]Great Philosophers Final Master Notes
Midterm 1
Introduction
· The world philosophy = love of wisdom, logos = reasoned discourse
· Being a philosopher means being part of a certain filed of study
· Field of study requires objects = self (soul), world (universe/cosmos), God (good/absolute)
· Require a history, must address previous knowledge and accept or overturn it
· What makes a “great” philosopher?
· Addresses major problem and objects of philosophy
· Original (added something), while recognizing past
· Produced work
Pre-Socratics
· Came before Socrates, 585-515 B.C.E, living in constant change/permanence
· Dialectical = movement and progression comes from opposition and tension
· Arche = principle of explanation, pre-Socratics used elements in the universe to explain the rest of the universe
Thales
· First philosopher, philosophy began with him but we know little of him
· He predicted and eclipse and an olive harvest but chose philosophy over wealth
· Interested in the cosmos and nature
· Living in a time where there’s no separation between self + world
· Studying nature meant studying the self
· Arche = Water
Heraclitus
· Everything’s in a constant state of change, contradiction between chaos and permanence 
· One cannot step twice into the same river
· The tension between opposites produces change like tension in the bow and string. Bios means both archery bow and life
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Two types of changed are produced transformation and generation
· 1. Transformation
· Comes from the tension between identity and difference
· When things move from one state to the next, change within the same person/thing
· Ex. Person changing over the years
· 2. Generation
· Comes from the tension of being and not being (exists or not)
· Ex. Wheat growing from a seed 
· Archè = Fire
· Looks the same but is constantly changing
· Transforms things (water into air)
· Essential to life (food/light) and death (could kill you/be a weapon)
· Believed that few people can know the truth and know fire as the Arche of the universe
· Some are illuminated and know the truth
· Therefore some are in darkness and are ignorant to the truth
Parmenides
· Born in 515 BCE in Elea, Southern Italy
· Spoke with Socrates at 65
· It is.
· It – cosmos, nature, universe
· One 
· Is – present
· Existence
· It is. = One existence in the present. 
· Truth (Reason)  lies/errors (illusions/opinion)  senses (empirical)
· Being is one (cannot be divided into being and not being)
· If it became from being, then it was always being because more being is just being. Being could not come from not being because not being is nothingness and something can not come from something
· Or kind of guy (being or not being)
· Theory of knowledge is rationalist/democratic in nature
Plato
· Knew of Heraclitus and ParmenidesPlato’s Theory of Forms or Theory of Knowledge as Recollection


· Born in 428 BCE, Athens, into wealthy family, tall, noble, handsome, good warriorIdeas/forms
· GOOD
· Virtue
· Justice
· Triangle
· Horse
· Logos
· Etc...
Soul

· Family wants him to go in to law= wisdom/
knowledge

· Sophist = uses wisdom or cleverness to get paid 
· Formed academy in 388 BCE (first university), tries         to help Syracuse by giving them a new political         system
· [image: ]Uses allegories (myths)
· Allegory of the Cave… Believed philosophers should lead
 then military as the heart


then the common people as the foundation
Lethè (River of Forgetfulness)

· Metaphysical
· Meta = beyond
· Physical = nature
Socrates
· Never wrote anything
· Born into humble family, short, ugly, Good warrior. Known as the Stingray because of his flat face and numbs you. Midwifery is important to his way of teaching (mom was a midwife) 
· Death by execution, forced to drink hemlock. Did so in front of his students.
· Argues that death is good because it’s either a state of nothingness or the soul moves on to another world.
· Things Plato takes away from Socrates
1. Unrelenting questioning
2. Dialogue (movement through opposition (Heraclitus))
· Needs 2 people
· Speak the same language
· Opposing views (and good faith)
3. Eternal essences (eternal, universal (Parmenides))
· Truth
· Objects of Knowledge (Human Concerns)
· Language (logos)
· Justice
· Love
· Virtue
· Soul
Aristotle
· Studied with Plato and didn’t like his Theory of Forms being metaphysical
· Science guy  could be interpreted with catholic church
· Interested in everything – biology, culture, politics, poetry, astronomy (he writes everything down too!)
· Worked as private tutor for Alexander the Great 
· Studied in The Academy
· Empiricist = knowledge through senses
· Platonic forms (that which doesn’t change) and applies them to the world
· It is the essence of a thing, that which makes it what it is or, more accurately, that which makes a thing do what it does
· The soul is what animates a thing to do what is essential to it
· Ex. Soul of the eye is its seeingness; the soul of the eye (vision) would give the eye its actual worldly form (lens, pupil, retina, etc.)
· Human is an animal capable of reason
· Anima = soul (in Latin)
· The soul is what animates
· The final form of something is the soul
· No movement without
· Potentiality is a things ability to change
· Act is the final form or actualization
· There is movement therefore there must be a first causation
· Aristotle claims God (unmoved mover) as the first cause, therefore he is united with the catholic church
René Descartes
· Renaissance (rebirth of reason)
· Considered the initiator of modern philosophy due to his new idea of selfhood
· He wants to contribute to science and to do that he wants to establish a foundation so that science can be solid and firm (implying that before/currently science is based off personal opinion)
· Very active guy (solider/mercenary)
· Mathematician
· Inspirited by Euclid’s Elements based on axioms (fundamental principles that are so obvious they don’t need to be demonstrated). 
· He wants to create universal mathematics with knowledge.
· Descartes Doubt
· Motivated
· By Euclid’s Elements and his desire to discover something true (finds axioms, fundamental principles) 
· Mature
· Knowledge has already been acquired over his lifetime 
· Free
· To be able to doubt is a question of freedom
· Gets letter from Queen of Sweden inviting him to come and discuss philosophy. Goes, and goes out early in the morning in the Swedish winter to discuss philosophy on horseback. Catches cold and dies in 1650.
· Uses “I” a lot, but any other person can take over that “I”, can be shared by others. A recognition of not only the selfhood but everyone who is an “I” can join him on this journey of selfhood.
· Only writes in French not Latin
· Latin meant for scholars
· French for everyone
· Wants to create a method that will allow him to doubt everything in a single “swoop”
· Tests with 4 hypothesis/methods
· Madness
· Maybe I think I am perceiving things that aren’t real
· Immediately dismisses this method because “I would have to be crazy to think I’m crazy”
· Dreaming
· Doesn’t put his senses to doubt, so he dismisses
· God deceives me
· God is perfection and he is not perfection, god is the truth therefore he can’t deceive me. To error is human.
· Evil genius
· If the evil genius constantly lies, then he might as well be being telling the truth because I can flip it. But the evil genius sometimes lies and sometimes tells the truth. A trickster. 
· Cannot prove it is not true.
· Agrees with this one!
· 1st Axiom Even if I doubt everything senses and all, I am still doubting, therefor I exist 
· I think therefore I am
· Originally, I doubt therefore I am
· By this point he is in a state of absolute doubt. Almost becoming nihilism.
· The I(self) Cannot be a body because to know you’re in a body means you must use your senses to know that
· The I(self) cannot be a Soul (animates) because it animates the body and we already said it cannot be the body
· Move
· Feed
· Feeling
· Descartes says all we can know for sure is that I am a thing that thinks
· Thinking Involves:
· Self-reflection (consciousness)
· Doubting
· Free
· Wax experiment = describes it using senses, when in fire, all its qualities change
· When we remove sense impressions, all that is left is pure extension
· Extension = occupying space, can take on different forms
· Can only know this through reason, thinking may be clear and distinct or cloudy
· Therefore, the cleverest and most distinct ideas we can have of bodies is geometrical (extension), find the truth this way
· Beginning of dualism because of the difference between mind and everything else. “mind-body problem”
· Can’t know others like you know yourself, can’t know their selfhood
Midterm 2
Thomas Hobbes
· English (crossing the channel literally and figuratively) 
· Around the same time as Descartes (renaissance)
· Analytical, materialistic
· Empiricism
· 3 things… civil war, Euclid, Galileo
· Civil war on the English side between (Cromwell and Charles 1st)
· He leaves England and goes to France and learn about Descartes and Euclid (the axioms; fundamental principles)
· Galileo is around at this time as well
· Helps answer the question of the human individual
· Hobbes reads Thucydides’ book on the Peloponnesian War between Athens and Sparta in Greece
· Hobbes wanted to know how they can live together peacefully
· An idea of Justice, of a just society
· Hobbes was impressed by Galileo’s theory of movement
· Acceleration and gravitation
· Forces are acting on the object no matter what weight
· Movement and rest are just two types of movement
· This challenges Aristotle’s view
· Therefore, Hobbes decides that the universe is just matter in motion
· Leviathan (Hobbes Book)
· Starts with how we know the world and how we are tied into it 
· Matter hits our eyes and sets off other motions in the brain, the blood stream and into the heart where we feel emotion
· When the matter is bumping around in the brain, they created trains of thought, therefore not jut isolated expressions but they are made into ideas based on impressions
· Desire and fear bring together our thoughts to create trains of thought
· All thoughts can be reduced to getting what we wanted being afraid (Desire and Fear)
· Hobbes states that…
· Language is an arithmetic statement
· If the subject and predicate are equal the statement is true
· The beaks and claws of birds are like the words of humans
· Both use the things to peck at each other
· Thought experiment: State of Nature
· Forget about laws and cultures and history and let’s put humans together
· Solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, short
· That what it would be like, a state of civil war at it’s basic form
· Equality guarantees the state of civil war
· Desire is the “right of nature”  The right to take what I can
· Fear is the “Law of Nature”  arrived at by thought 
· Thought tells me… Fear helps me calculate “I must conceive of ways to preserve my own life”
· Hobbes believes that the Leviathan is a mortal god
· Leviathan the incarnation of the transfer of right (incredibly powerful)
· Leviathan offers protection and peace
· The difference between the Leviathan and a monarch is that the Leviathan would be picked as “king” as opposed to Charles 1st who was born into power by “divine right”
· Hobbes view is pessimistic, materialistic, mechanistic, reductionist
· Hobbes would be apart of the conservative party
Jean-Jacques Rousseau
· 1712-1778
· Very optimistic view of humanity, yet in his personal life not a great success
· Number of children
· Gave up for adoption
· Bitter and paranoid 
· Exiled from France
· David Hume took Rousseau in Scotland (didn’t last very long)
· Falls into the period known as “Enlightenment”
· LIGHT
· Period of optimism
· Reason/knowledge
· Progress of humanity
· Equality
· Separation of church and state
· Freedom
· DARK
· Superstition (Church)
· Ignorance (Church)
· Lack of equality/freedom (Church)
· Inspiration for revolutions
· But he consciously excluded women from this progress
· The Encyclopedia (All human knowledge) (35 volumes)
· Worked on by many philosophers
· Rousseau
· Voltaire
· Diderot
· Etc…
· Available in the common tongue (French)
· Everything who can read, can read
· Wrote an opera, was a musician
· The first essay he wrote was on arts and sciences discourse for an essay contest
· Wins the contest, launches his career as a philosopher
· Comes up with the idea that rather then seeing the inequality in the world as due to ignorance, but see it as due to knowledge and reason.
· The Origins of Inequality
· Rather than seeing humanity as getting better and more free, but its the opposite there has never been so much inequality. 
· Tries to come up with some state where inequality doesn’t exist, comes up with his “State of Nature”
· Its like the garden of Eden before they eat the apple
· Provides everything
· Completely free, nature cannot impede your freedom, because freedom is natural. What does impede freedom are other human beings, so only other humans can take away your freedom
· Natural occurrences force humans to band together in these savage settlements in order to survive, this is where Rousseau says Hobbes state of nature begins
· States Hobbes state of nature didn’t go back to nature enough
· The real state of nature is happiness and harmony, each human being is solitary but happy to be
· Inequality is unnatural, and goes against what it means to be a human being
· The discovery of iron creates inequality due the invention of a plough
· The first major cause of inequality was agriculture
· “The first person to make a fence created inequality”
· And along with that Laws, they just protect people with more property
· How can we live as free as possible?
· 1. Social Contract
· Every citizen contributes their freedom to create a mutual contribution state society (The General Will) A Republic
· 2. Education
· Foster freedom, independence, human curiosity, a sense of wonder
· 3. Feeling
· Nurturing of feeling, a feeling of pity
· Rousseau would be any side on the left (liberalisic)

David Hume
· Empiricist  learn through the senses, Hobbes was also an empiricist, also British
· Observe things as individual occurrences, type of reasoning inductive arguments that go from the singular to the general
· Good at coming up with statements
· Can never be 100% certain cause some fact could contradict your generalization (ex. Can never be sure the sun will rise just because it does everyday)
· Very honest by saying that he just cannot know things, leaves room for skepticism by the end
· Backgammon – board game usually played with another person, represents that to be human you can’t be philosophizing at all times, have to live, to take breaks playing backgammon, balance between live and thought
· Realizes there are limits to empirical knowledge and so he accepts skepticism (God, the world + the soul/self falls within skepticism)
· Two main parts of empirical knowledge = experience impressions + ideas
· The impressions are senses impressions then ideas follow, you have an idea in your mind of what sense is (ex. Can explain how pineapples taste, can conjure up how it tastes without eating it)
· Impressions are always singular and are reflected in individual ideas, the ideas are representations or mirrors of the impressions
· Ideas become complex thought, 3 principles of imagination (Hume believes everyone has these principles because they’re universal)
· 1. Resemblance – I have ideas that are each produced by an impression and they resemble each other (ex. Something green looks like another green object, creating a concept of green)
· 2. Contiguity – joined together, no gaps made up of different sense impressions that are joined together somehow (ex. I look out and see leaves, look again and see a branch, look again and see a trunk, roots, etc.)
· 3. Cause and Effect (causation or causality) – determines why something happens, when something repeats even if there’s just a certain correlation you think it will happen again, fiction supplied by imagination. (Ex. Chalk dropping we attribute it to the drop which is why it shatters and shattering is the effect)
· Its subjective because we observe and interpret the correlations becomes habit + beliefs, there’s a likelihood it will happen, probability
· We’re recognizing a certain skeptical element because there are certain limits to what we can know for sure
· Certain of the impressions + ideas that are formed from them, certain that I am experiencing it but is there actually a reality of it? Skeptic whether or not it actually exists even if I know I am experiencing it
· Problem = if all knowledge is based of my experiences, how do I know that there really is a reality out there?
· Hume admitted you cannot because you can only be certain of your impressions, there is however a coherency to the world but that could change
· Easier to believe there is a reality out there then question if anything really exists, its practical to say there is a reality
· Laws of nature are ultimately the products of our own believe
· Hume tries to use his theory of knowledge on himself, to be able to know himself, how’s the possibility of self knowledge
· Asks himself what he’s really experiences, seems to experience any idea of himself, he has an idea that is simple and one (not fractured), therefore the idea must be produced by 1 impression. So, what is it?
· Calls it a bundle of impressions cause there’s too many, doesn’t really know but he’s trying, the bundle gives him some kind of fiction of self-hood, brought together by the principles and is a complex idea, he then has to rely on memory through the principles to form it (not reliable)
· Very vague and is an attempt to know himself that is impossible through his theory, questions his hypothesis (maybe its just the word “I” we’re obsessed with, maybe in the very action of the imagination and bringing together of the principles is what the self is)
· Then gives up and goes to play backgammon 
Immanuel Kant
· Member of German enlightenment, attempts to reconcile religious faith and reason
· Inductive = syntactical a posteriori empirical
· Believed reasons and faith must coexist, so they must adapt to each other (reason becomes faithful, faith becomes reasonable)
· Kant wants to incorporate feeling but its in the form of faith and respect for the law
· By bringing both reasons and faith together they change
· Thinks Hume awakens him from his “dogmatic slumber” but can’t accept that there’s a limit beyond which there’s only skepticism and doubt (I cannot know)
· Getting rid of metaphysical shift doesn’t sit well with him + he can’t accept it
· Writes about everything, has lots of works, but only later in life when he writes his 1st major work = “The Critique of Pure Reason”
· Then two more practical (AKA moral) reason + judgement
· Pure reason (the reason of metaphysics) = Descartes type of reason, pure of senses, rationalist (a priori (works through analysis deductive))
· Critique = comes from Greek word kritikē meaning to limit something, to find the limits of something, what Kant is trying to do 
· Uses the example 5 + 7 = 12 to show that a priori judgements exist through mathematics
· Not correct cause of empirical experiments…works through reason alone, not only a priori but also syntactical
· 12 = new knowledge that comes from 5 and 7
· But can only we use this in metaphysics? In order for it to actually produce new knowledge it must be a priori and syntactical
· Kant is trying to investigate the limit that Hume encountered + if metaphysical a priori, syntactical judgements are possible
· Kant’s “knowledge machine”, how can we produce knowledge Hits pure forms of intuition (time + space)  don’t take place in nature, can’t be found outside, that’s why they’re pure
Time Space
Mind starts
Sense data
Mindless Chaotic



^ First part of mental activity that synthesizes sense input



· Kant calls this his Copernican revolution, time + space are pure forms of my subjective view (my self-hood)  Produces knowledge (ability to make certain judgements, knowledge statements
Judges according to categories
Relation is essential        cause + effect
Understanding
Categories
Quantity Quality Modality Relation
Subjective universal features of mental experiences
Representations (images of things, not the real thing)
Time Space







· A mind that knows has these qualities, categories with out intuition are empty, need senses to make it work
· Metaphysical objects don’t give you anything through the sense so the factory has been running on nothing so Kant says…
· Kant says that reason is different from knowledge, not a faculty of knowledge but a factor of desire, aspires to know the universality of things
· What’s past Hume’s limit of knowledge is reason, because of it we have an idea of the universe or soul or god as a whole
· Ideas that regulate everything, they’re ideas of reason, regulatory ideas
· Can’t know them but don’t have to
· Most interested in the metaphysical idea of freedom
· Idea of freedom allows us to be moral individuals, tries to find a universality in his ethical theory
· To be moral I have to be free, not conditioned to be the world (I did it because I had no choice (because of hunger, anger genes, etc.)
· Because reason is beyond knowledge, it can be thought of as free
· Freedom is the ability to determine your will, to be good is to determine your will by reason alone, determining will through what always seeks the maximum and universal (max = good, the supreme good)
· Seeking the supreme good = foundation of my type of idea of morality
· The realm of reason + stuff past the limit of knowledge creates the conditional of subjunctive or imperative, says what things should be, what we should do, not what I am
Everything After Midterm 2
G.W.F Hegel 
· Born in 1770 (same year as Beethoven) in Germany
· Hegel’s constant liveliness quest for knowledge characterizes his philosophy
· 18th century German thought seeks, the absolute truth (Plato’s “Idea of the Good”)
· Hegel represents the last moment in Western thought when the pursuit of absolute truth (Theory of Everything represents this) could be assigned to philosophy and not math/science.
· Hegel’s logos attempt to articulate Kant’s “what should be” in a discourse that expresses both what is and what is not.
· Rather than seeing it as contradicting Hegel considers it as the liveliness of thought itself
· All about contradiction
· This philosophy will become like an encyclopedia, it’ll have to contain everything. Has not been as ambitious since Aristotle.
· “Encyclopedia of Philosophical/Science” – investigations into human thought 
· Focus on phenomenology of Spirit (inspires Marx, Sartre, etc.)
· Offers an influential solution to Descartes problem of the modern invention of free, self-determining subjectivity
· Professor at the university of Jena
· Phenomenology leads the reader to truth about themselves which is absolute truth (experiencing all previous, incomplete and unsatisfactory forms of knowledge)
· The world exists “because I may recognize myself in it”
· First form of knowing – Natural Consciousness
· The self is absolutely selfish and the object is devoid of any substantial reality. The world is what I am not. It lies simply there before me and ultimately for me.
· Not satisfying having everything and consuming shallow experiences because you don’t get to experience the world because its just you.

· S   O             S = O

· Starts looking for more knowledge/self, this need drives consciousness forward, learning more and more from experiences
· As the process continue humanity(spirit) comes to ultimate self recognition called absolute knowledge
· On this path however there arises a critical moment of transition, where this quest is no longer recounted as the quest for individual consciousness, but where selfhood takes on explicit social forms that move through historian movement (reformation, the enlightenment, French revolution)
· This happens when the individual is about to recognize themselves in others. 
· To be aware of who I am, I must be able to recognize myself in another self
· Or I am only a free self to the extent I recognize the free self-hood of others (Theory of Intersubjectivity) Mutual recognition of selves  
· This is a struggle (inspires Marx and Sartre)
· When you first meet something, they are nothing more than a worldly object that is there for consideration (viewed back too)
· Realize I have not grasped you as you are, but how I view/consider you
· Project myself on you (If I recognize selfhood than it is theirs)
· In turn me recognizing your selfhood I am also recognizing freedom. Real freedom is necessarily societal.
Kierkegaard
· Reacts strongly against Hegel, existential and anti-rationalist
· Believed existence is always individual, opposed to Hegel’s idea that essence of humanity is a system of thought (absolute knowledge)
· Hegel is not included in the system because he made it so its contradictory and always incomplete
· Believe that the individual self exists first and thinks after, thinking is our way to escape our existence which is contradictory
· Existence is the experience of dread and anguish (briefness)
· “the more I think, the less I am”
· 3 features (literary device) of his logos to come up with discourse of existence
· 1. Pseudonyms  pen names, writings appear under multiple names to free the writing from being tied to one rational self
· Freed from identities
· Only way to express the paradox of individual existence is to attribute it to a non-existent individual writer
· 2. Irony  Saying and not saying what is meant in a way that is purposely unsettling for the reader
· 3. Not Using Argument  rarely argues from premises to conclusions, tends to describe or state things
· The reader is presented with things “as they are” so the reader is encouraged (not forced) to accept them or not (a.k.a. make a decision)
· The decision he invites us to make is one of faith and salvation
· Ultimately unreasonable and is a leap of faith
· His notion of time is a series of unending instants, it’s not progression but is meaningless
· Everyday life is boring and repetitive so we want to escape it
· Came up 3 stages of existence:
· 1. Aesthetic Stage  trying to experience ecstasy sensuous pleasure that will get us out of the instants + boredom
· Ultimately unsatisfying because the repeated ecstasy becomes mundane eventually as well
· Ex. Alcoholics stop finding the thrill in drinking eventually (seek help)
· 2. Ethical/Moral Stage  mature individual decides to get involved (maybe get married, have kids, finding a job, etc.) in order to find something more meaningful and lasting
· Historical stage (looks like Hegel’s idea of the world)
· Kierkegaard believed people in this stage were fooling themselves into thinking life is meaningful.
· 3. Religious Stage  encouraged us toward the leap of faith where our mortal selves would meet the eternal
· In the instant, we encounter the infinite and are shaken to your core and your existence is shattered
· We die in this life to live, tragic as the individual is saved only through its loss
· This is the sole possibility of escape as its salvation
· Paradoxical because saving itself is also losing itself
Karl Marx
· Wrote Communist Manifesto with Friedrich Engels where he invites the “workers of the world to unite” because all they have to lose are their “chains”
· Also, wrote Das Kapital
· Didn’t want to be classed as a philosopher, wanted to change the world and said philosophers before only interpreted it
· Materialist Dialectic  the essence of material reality is not immediately in nature but is brought about by human activity in the form of material production or work
· Conflict between humans and nature
· Marx believes that the opposition between the worker and nature is progression because it makes production of material
· Turns Hegel on his head, human activity produces different forms of consciousness not the other way around
· Dialectical conflict specifically takes place between different types of economic acticity (social classes)
· Ex. Slaves vs. free citizens, factory workers vs. bourgeois capitalists (bourgeois = middle class)
· Class struggle, oppressed workers in the struggle against their oppressors
· Comes from the logic pf capital, the ever-increasing concentration of capital in the hands of ever-fewer people
· Causes all others (everyone who’s not bourgeois capitalists) to be reduced to the class of proletariat
· Proletariats are workers whose labour has simply become a cost of production, no longer work for their own benefit
· have become alienated from the products of their labour
· Workers are meant to derive meaning from it, recognize themselves in the product and others recognize this as well
· Worker is prized for his cheapness, the more he produces the cheaper his labour is (pay them less), his cheap labour adds to the market value
· Surplus Value = worker’s labour becomes the capitalist’s profit
· Ex. Assembly line invests a certain amount of work into each stage, so if the worker gets paid $50 and the product is worth $100, the profit doesn’t go to the worker so it’s surplus value that goes to the capitalist
· Marx thought eventually the whole system would collapse so we’d have a classless society
· For the revolution to come we have the educate the proletariat, let them know their situation so they can overcome it
Friedrich Nietzsche
· Humanity is sick and it’s the fundamental condition of being human
· It’s a result of religion (Judeo-Christian) and Western philosophy
· Inspired by Schopenhauer’s pessimistic philosophy, world is pure illusion (representation), and that human will is blind and the source of suffering 
· Wrote The Birth of Tragedy in which he contrasts two Greek tendencies attached to the gods Apollo and Dionysus 
· Traditionally, Dionysus is the god of wine, chaos and death, and Apollo is the god of light, life, and reason
· Greek tragedy was defined as Apollonian where accepting (the death of a hero) catharsis (letting out repressed emotions) leads to balance and order 
· Nietzsche reverses these connotations and says that Apollo is against life and is a deadly influence on Dionysus’ life
· Dialectical relationship between death and life  
· Adopts aphorism (relatively short and pithy literary fragments) as his preferred discourse
· Challenges the reader to understand it
· Truth is a man-made meant to escape/mask the essential untruth of life 
· Opposite of what life actually is, believe in eternal truth to forget we’re mortal and going to die
· Life is his fundamental focus, to be constantly aware of our morality would bring about sickness and death so we know untruth instead which make things easier
· Master morality vs. Slave morality (good and evil is the reason we look for truth)
· Master = more dominant in history, aristocratic morality where people are governed by the best, qualities like physical strength, loyalty, and courage are celebrated
· Also, is warrior morality where good is ^ those qualities and bad is everyone who isn’t that
· Slave= full of resentment and jealousy so they invent Christian morality to protect themselves and make them the dominant ones
· Nietzsche thought that the two were mixed together in modern times, but doesn’t promote going back to a master/warrior morality
· The salvation in his philosophy begins by accepting “God is dead”
· Comes from the made up Christian slave morality, we also have a responsibility in his demise and need to create a new morality that is life enhancing
· Übermensche = figure that translates to superman who embodies the possibility of a new morality
· Fusion of Apollo and Dionysus, slave and master
· Is conscious of eternity so while there’s only so much matter and finite ranges of possibility for its interaction/occurrence in the universe, and the universe is infinite, worldly occurrences recur eternally
· This figure is not yet here, but it implies the possibility of a totally life-affirming life
· Challenge to see our lives as our own creations, to ask ourselves if we can affirm our lives to the point where we would live every instant over again eternity
· Such a challenge makes us recognize our lives as our own responsibilities and evaluate our own interests to be able to adopt new ones
· “Philosophy of the Hammer”
Jean-Paul Sartre
· Modern existentialist = philosophy where existence precedes essence
· Quest for individual meaning for Sartre in a world that has become thoroughly senseless (living in a time of Nazi’s)
· Wrote Being and Nothingness and The Critique of Dialectical Reason
· Sartre believed that essence is derived from how you exist, you create it through your existence
· Only applicable to humans because we’re self-conscious and capable of real existence (free to be not simply “are)
· Humans can be “for-itself”, there’s no soul predetermining who you are so you determine yourself
· No pre-existing essence and this nothingness is your freedom
· Free to determine itself through actions
· Ex. Nothing stops you from throwing yourself off a cliff except you get anxiety because of the pure possibility that you can 
· Bad faith = if you don’t decide/make choices and recognize your freedom, you’re living in bad faith 
· Do so to escape the anxiety/burden of freedom
· Ex. Waiter who has become a waiter in everything he does, defines himself as a waiter
· Making yourself into something predetermined may help escape from freedom anxiety, but it also causes you to just follow orders and forget about your essential freedom
· In his play No Exit, Sartre states that hell is other people because in order to be who you are, you must be in the eyes of others but also not
· Constant battle to affirm one’s freedom, but when you affirm it, you’re no longer free
· Can never escape, therefore hell
Hannah Arendt
· Known as a political philosopher, wrote the Origins of Totalitarianism (two instances = Hitler and Stalin), and The Human Condition, and Eichmann and Jerusalem
· In the Human Condition, she explains that we dream of leaving planet Earth because we want to escape from ourselves
· We see it as a meaningless that we need to leave (go to moon)
· Aristotle and the Agora inspire her because people got together to discuss and make political decisions and believes we should aspire to the level of political involvement that the Greeks had
· Do this in order to find meaning
· 3 levels of Acting/Being
· 1. Labour
· All our activity is reduced to acquiring things
· Ex. Doctor works not because they want to help, but because the want to make as much money as possible
· Inactivity isn’t leisure, it’s unemployment and thought of as the greatest sin because you’re just consuming
· Consumption becomes a type of labour because you spend money and then just have to make more
· 2. Work
· Producing things that last, work is meaningful because you work to produce some value/product
· Tends to look at things in terms of their usefulness 
· Do things because they serve a purpose, if it doesn’t then it is useless
· Creates a technological worldview because things can’t be useless and good, human reason is reduced to problem solving and productivity
· 3. Action
· Political activity, participating in being a citizen by discussing things that are important 
· Creates something like the Agora, talking about the world to find meaning in it
Charles Taylor
· Came up with 3 sources if our malaise or discomfort and uneasiness about the world
· 1. Individualism
· We’re dismayed/upset about the contemporary culture of individualism
· Everyone is isolated and out for themselves which bothers us because we feel like something’s missing
· Meaning is drained from the world because we no longer derive meaning from our ancestors or historical progression
· 2. Instrumental Reason
· Everything Arendt said about work
· Everything has to be useful or it’s useless
· 3. Self-Despotism
· The feared outcome of the first two sources when we no longer care about the instituions that govern us
· Opposite of Arendt’s action, we fear institutions that are supposed to be for us
· People become disconnected from government and believe that forces determine their life that they have no control ever
· To escape our discomfort, me must know these sources, there’s a rich moral background to them that has been lost, but we can rediscover 
· Find meaning in the past and where we went wrong
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