Politics Lecture 6 – Freedom and Justice
 
· German Elections
· Trump, sport superstars and the American flag
· Spain – Government cracking on the referendum vote

Security vs Freedom
· Security
· Freedom from danger or injury
· Hobbes comment on the state of nature
· Liberty
· Negative vs. Positive liberty
· Harm Principle (John Stewart Mill)
· Justice as fairness (John Rawls)
· Negative and Positive Freedom
· John Locke argues for negative freedom or right to non interference
· Jean-Jaques Rousseau for positive freedom, or the duty of the state to provide a decent standard of living
· Self Regarding action
· As long as they don’t harm others they are allowed
· Other regarding action
· Only those actions that harm the others should be protected by public opinion or the state
· But how easy is it in practice to distinguish between the two
· Are self-regulating actions unregulated?
· Need based justice
· Closely related to socialism
· Distributes social goods according to merit or desert for the overall benefit of society

Rawls’s Two Principles of Justice

The Liberty Principle
· Each person is to have an equal right to the most extensive total system if equal basic liberties compatible with a similar system of liberty for all
Social and economic inequalities are to be arranged so that they are both
· To the greatest benefit of the least advantaged (the difference principle) and
· Attached to the office and positions open to all under conditions of fair quality of opportunity (the fair opportunity principle)
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