[bookmark: _GoBack]Functionalism of Two-Step-Flow Theory
· Developed as an attempt to study the accuracy of S-R
· Paul Lazersfeld decided to study the election campaign between the Republican candidate Wendell Wilkie and Theodore Roosevelt. 
· In a S-R mode, Wilkie should win since he was supported by media messages. However, Roosevelt won the elections. This falsified the significance of Stimulus-Response.
Lazerfeld: background
· Was born in Vienna-Austria in 1900.
· Socialist
· Concern of early research: why young peasants voted for certain leaders?
· Left Austria to the U.S. in the mid-30s.
· He became a professor at Columbia University.
· Died in 1976.
Wilkie-Roosevelt experiment
· The results of this study was published and know under the title “People’s Choice”
· Research conducted in Erie County, USA
· Finding: People were influenced by their Personal Contacts and face to face communication
· Media, rather than change behavior, reinforced already existing beliefs.
Two-Step-Flow
· Message – Opinion Leader – Membership Group
· In this theory, the media are not as powerful as we thought in S-R. It ignored the fact that people are socialized differently and have different reasons they can have different interpretations of various events.
Opinion Leader
· The person who is most exposed to the media.
· Filters the media and transmits the information that reinforce the beliefs of the group.
Findings
· Methodology: Interviews and polls
A) Personal contacts were more efficient and more frequent and powerful than the media.
B) With the progress of the elections, people tended to conform to the opinions of their friends and cicles or their membership groups.
C) Most respondents listened to the information that conformed to their taste.
D) A very small number of people followed regularly the media and those who were more informed became opinion leaders. 
